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OF THE 

STATE OF MA.INE, 

AT I'rs SESSION, WHICH CO.l\IMENCED ON WEDNESDAY, 'l'HE 

THIRTY·FIRST DAY OF MAY, AND ENDED ON THE 

TWENTY-EIGHTH DAY OF .TUNE, A. D. 13.20. 

TO WHICH IS PREFIXED, 

THE 

Published agreeably to a Resolution of .Tune 23, 1320. 

PORTL.!lND : 

PRIN'rED BY FRANCiS DOUGLAS, PRINTER TO THE STATE. 

1820. 



36 CLERKS OF rl'HE COUll'l'S. 

CHAPTER XXVII. 

AN ACT providing for the appointment of Clerks of tlte Courts in the 
several counties, and requirinlY them to render an account of all monies 
received. 0 

SECT. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Olark to be ap- Representatives in LegislatuTe assembled, That there shall be 
pointed by Gov- • d I . III G . I I I' f' e~nor and Ooun- nommate anc appomtec )y tIe ovcrnor WIt 1 tIe ac VIce 0 
cd. I C' 'I I' I . I . I . tIe OlUlCI c urmg p easure, one person 111 eac 1 county III t liS 

State, who shall be Clerk of all the Judicial Courts, holden in 
the same county, and shall have the care and custody of all 
the records, files and proceedings which have heretofore been 
had and now remain in the respective offices of either of the 
Clerks of the Supl'eme Judicial COllrt or Circuit Comt or 

T() he clerk of COl11mon Pleas; and who shall be Clerk of all the Judicial 
alltllecolU'ts. C tIll' h 1 h h' fl' our s 10 c en ll1 t e same county, une er t e aut OrIty 0 t 118 

State, and who shall do and perform all the duties, services, 
acts, matters and things, which he as Clerk of either of said 
Courts o~lght by law to do and perform. 

T I 
SECT. 2. Be it further enacted, That the several Clerks 

o wep an ac.. . '. • 
count of fee.. to be appomted by vu·tue of thIS act, shall keep a true and 

exact account of all the monies they shall receive, by yirtue of 
their office, and shall on the first 1Vednesclay of January 
annually render to the Treasurers of their respective countie$ 
under oath, a true account of the whole sum thus by them 

Emoluments. ~ 
received, and after deducting one thousand dollars, (if they 
shall have received so much,) which shall be held and retained 
for their own nse, they shall pay over the one half of all the 
residue to their respective county Treasurers for the use of the 
county. 

OJerl[8 to gil'e SECT. 3. Be it furthe)· enacted, That every such Clerk 
bond,. before he shall eliter upon the duties of his office, shall be sworn 

or aflirmed to do and perform all the duties appertaining' to 
his office; and such Clerk shall also give bond to the State to 
the acceptance of the Governor and Council in a penal sum 
not less than eight thousand dollars, with two or more sureties, 

Oondition. conditioned that he will well and faithfully do and perform all 
the duties, and pay over all the monies he is required by this 
act to do and perforlll, and for the safe keeping and immediate 
delivery of all the records, files, papers, and llluniments in said 
office to his successor on his leaving said office, which bond 
shall be lodged in the office of the Treasnrer of thIs State. 

To account to SECT. 4. Be it further enacted, That each of the Clerks 
~~:~i~lg6d:~~- aforesaid shall be required to pay over to the Treasurer oftlIe 

county, for which he may be appointed, all monies received 
by him, which has heretofore been ordered to be paid into 
the county Treasury for the use of the county 01' State within 



UEAL AC'l'IONS. 

thirty days from the adjou1'llment of the Courts, at which he 
may have received the same. 

37 

SECT. 5. Be it further enacted, That the Clerks now in Clerk. now in 

ffi I II ' "IIi' II h d' f h . office to contln. o ce, s 1a contmue to (0 aue perform ate utIes 0 tell' ue. 

respective offices until the first day of August next, and until 
others are appointed and qualified according to the provisions 
of this act. And in case of a vacancy in said office, or the Court to nppolnt 

b f ( 'I I I J d f h I C aclerkinc.rt.ill a sence 0 any I er {, t 1e u ges 0 t e severa ourts, are ca,e •. 

hereby authorized and empowei'ed to appoint a Clerk who is 
hereby authorized to do and perform all the duties of Clerk, 
during such vacancy or absence; and it shall be the duty of 
the several Clerks now in office to deliver over to their 
succesors all the records, files and papers in their respective 
offices immediately upon the appointment of such successor. 

SECT. 6. Be it jltrtl!el' enacted, That this act shall take 
eifect, and have force from and after the first day of Aug'ust 
next, and all acts and parts of acts inconsistent with the 
provisions contained in this act are hereby repealed. 

,June 27, 1820-Approved, 
WILLIAM KING. 

CHAP'l'ER XXVIII. 

AN ACT for the settlement of certain equitable claims arising in Real 
Actions. 

SECT. 1. BE 1:t enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives in Legislature assembled, That when any Jury in certain 

action has been 01' may hereafter be commenced against any ~:i~;het~ah:~e~f 
Person for the recovery of any lands 01' tenements holden by improvements 

. ..' Rnd of the land 
such person by vHtue of a possessIOn and Improvement, and without theBl. 

which the tenant 01' person, under Wh0111 he claims, has had in 
actual possession for the term of six years, or 111ore, before the 
commencement of such action, the Jury, which try the same, if 
they find a verdict for the demandant, shall, (if the tenant so 
request) also inquire, and by their vel'dict ascertain the 
increased value of the premises, by virtue of the buildings and 
improvements made by such tenant, or those under Wh0111 he 
may claim; and (if the demandant require it) what would have 
been the value of the. demanded premises, had no buildings or 
improvements been made by such tenant, or those under whom 
he may claim; 'lnd if during the term in which such verdict 
shall have been given, the demandant shall make his election on 
record, in open Court, to abandon the demanded premises to Dem'\1rlan~m'y 
1 I · ' 1 b h Jr' nbrllldon j )udg-. t Ie tenant, at tIe pl'lce estImatc( y t e ury as aforesaid, lll.u~anrl ;;'xecu-

then no judgment for possession shall be rendered on the ttonlllSllchcnse. 




