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OF THE 

STATE OF MA.INE, 

AT I'rs SESSION, WHICH CO.l\IMENCED ON WEDNESDAY, 'l'HE 

THIRTY·FIRST DAY OF MAY, AND ENDED ON THE 

TWENTY-EIGHTH DAY OF .TUNE, A. D. 13.20. 

TO WHICH IS PREFIXED, 

THE 

Published agreeably to a Resolution of .Tune 23, 1320. 

PORTL.!lND : 

PRIN'rED BY FRANCiS DOUGLAS, PRINTER TO THE STATE. 

1820. 



1~ NAMES OF PERSONS CHANGED-S. J. COUll'l'. 

CHAPTER XVI. 

AN ACT to alter and change the names of certain persons therein 
mentioned. 

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in 
Legislature assembled, That ii'om and after the passlng of this 
act, John Godfrey Stevens, of Fryeburg, in the county of 
Oxford, shall be allowed to take the name of John Stevens 
Bradford; that Susanna Smith, of York, in the county of 
York, widow ofBelljamin Smith, late of Salem, deceased, shall 
be allowed to take the name of Susanna Preble; that Mary 
Poole, of Portland, in the county of Cumberland, single 
woman, shall be allowed to take the name of Mary Richardson 
Poole; that Asaph Nichols, of Winslow, ill the county of 
Kennebec, Gentleman, shall be allowed to take the name of 
Asaph Rice Nichols; that Beqjamin Thompson, Junior of 
Topsham, in the county of Lincoln, son of the late Alexander 
Thompson, of said Topsham, shall be allowed to take the 
,name of Alpheus B. Thompson; that J olm R. Lisherness, 
of Vassalborough, in the county of Kennebec, shall be allowed 
to take the name of Ranlet Ness; that Daniel Stone, the 
second, of Brunswick, in the county of Cumberland, shall be 
allowed to take the name ofDanicl Perkins Stone. And said 
persons in future shall be respectively known and called by the 
names, which they are respectively allowed to take as afore
said; and the same shall hereafter be considered as their only 
proper names to all intents and purposes. 

June, 23, 18.20-Approved, 
WILLIAM KING. 

CHAPTER XVII. 

AN ACT establishing a Supreme Judicial COUl't within this State. 

SECT. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate anel .House of 

O t t bl
' h Rep1'esentatives in Legislature assembled, That there shall be a 

ouresals, S J "lC '1' l'S . f 
ed. upreme uchcta ourt WIt 11n t 11S tate, to consIst 0 one 

Chief Justice and two other Justices, each of whom shall be an 
inhabitant of this State, of sobriety of manners andlearl1ed in 
the law, to be appointed and commissioned as is by the Con
stitution provided, and they or allY two of them, shall be a 

Jurisdiction, &c. Court, and have cognizance of pleas real, personal and mixed; 
and of all civil actions between party and party, and between 
the State and any of the citizens thereof, whether the same do 
concel'll tlle realty, and relate to right of freehold, inheritance 
01' possession, whether the same do concel'll the personalty, 



3UPREl\fE JUDICIAL COURT. 

and relate to any matter of debt, contract, damage or personal 
injury; and also all mixed actions, which do concern the realty 
and personalty brought legally before the same Supreme 
Judicial Court, by appeal, review, writ of error, or otherwise; 
and in all such actions real, personal and mixed, to give such 
judgment, and award such execution, as the common rules of 
justice and the laws of this State shall direct; and shall take 
cognizance of all capital and other offences and misdemeanors 
whatsoever of a public nature, tending either to a breach of 
the peace, or the oppression of the citizen, or raising of faction" 
controversy or debate, to any manner of misgovernment ; and 
of every crime whatsoever that is against the public good, and 
shall by virtue of their office, be severally conservators of the 
peace throughout the State. And upon all persons duly and 
legally canvicted before the said Court, of crimes, offences or 
misderneanors, to inflict such punishment as by the laws of the 
State is provided. And in case <,If legal conviction, where no 
punishment by statute law is provided, then the said Court 
shall punish the person so convicted, according to the common 
usage and practice within this State, not repugnant to the 
Constitution, according to the nature of the offence. And said 
Court are hereby invested generally with all the jurisdiction, 
power and authority, except in relation to the appointment of 
Clerks, and eqjoined to perform all the duties, which by 
existing laws adopted by the Constitution, and not repugnant 
thereto, appertain and belong to the Supreme Judicial Court. 
And may issue all manner of writs, executions, certificates and 
processes whatever, for carrying into efrect and authenticating 
any judgment, order or adjudication whatever, which may 
have been rendered in the late Supreme Judicial Court, in any 
county within this State, prior to the sixteenth day of March 
last; and all suits, writs, executions, certificates and processes, 
when so issued, shall be of the same effect, and be executed, 
levied and extended in the same manner, as if issued on any 
judgment, order or adjudication of the Court hereby created; 
and all records and documents of the late Suprelile Judicial 
Court, now remaining in the several counties in this State shall 
be placed and remain under the control and authority of the 
Supreme Judical Court of this State, in the same manner an(l 
fOl' the same purposes as the records and documents of their 
own doings, and the Clerk of the sume Court shall ha ve the 
lil,e power in relation to the one as the other of those records 
and documents. 
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SECT. 2. Be it further enacted, That the same Supreme ~~Zee~';~~~ t~i 
Judicial Court may by certiorari or other legal nlethods iufel'iol'courtsto , 'he brought bij-
cause to be brought before them, as well indictments or other fOfe thelD. ' 

criminal prosecutions 01' civil proceedings pending in, as the 
records of sentences, orders, decrees, and judgll1ents of any 
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Court 'of inferior, criminal or civil jurisdiction, and to proceed, 
order alrd award thereon, as is or shall be bylaw provided 

And kdmlni.ter and directed. And the said Supreme Judicial Court is empow
oaths. ered to impose and administer all oaths, as well those that are 

necessary for promoting justice between party and party, as 
those necessary to the convictiob and punishment of oli'enders; 

And punish for and to punish at the reasonable discretion of the Court, all 
contempt" • 1 . I I' f I d contempts comnllttec agalllst t Ie aut 10rlty 0 t Ie same; an 

the said Court shall have power to issue all writs ofprohibition 
and mandamus, ~ccording to the law of the land, to all Courts 
of inferior judiciary powers, and all processes necessary to the 
furtherance of Justice, and the regular execution of the laws. 

SECT. 3. Be itfurthe1' enacted, That all writs and processes 
1'roce .. to bear f I C I II . I S 1\/r • test of the fi,',t 0 t Ie same ourt, s la be 111 t Ie name of the tate of .luame, 
Justice. bear test of the first Justice, who is not a party to the suit, and 

shall be under the seal of the same Court and signed by the 
ClerIc 

SECT. 4. Be it further enacted, That the same Supreme 
1>loy mnlte rules J d' , I C h IIIi'. . . I d for the admis. U lCla onrt, s a anc Inay, lrom tIme to tIme, ma ~e, recor , 
~~~ of Attorn ie, and establish all such rules and regulations with respect ttl the 

Proviso. 

admission of Attorneys and Counsellors, ordinarily practising 
in the said Court, and all other rules respecting modes of trial, 
and the conduct of business, as the discretion of the same 
Court shall dictate. Provided always, That such rules and 
regulations be not repugnant to the laws of·the State. 

Terms of the SECT. 5. Be it further enacted, That the Supreme Judicial 
court for the year' j • 

18~O, Court shall be holden at York, III and for the county ofY ork, 

Jlnd after. 

on the second Tuesday of August, next ; at Portland, in the 
county of Cumberland, and for the counties of C~lmberland 
and Oxford, on the fourth Tuesday of August next; at 
Augusta, in the county of Kennebec, and for the counties of 
Kennebec and Somerset, on the second Tuesday of September 
next; at \Viscasset, in and for the county of Lincoln, on the 
fourth Tuesday of September next; and at Castine in the 
county of Hancock, and for the counties of Hancock, ",r ash-
ington and Penobscot, on the second Tuesday of October 
next. And from and after the first day of April next, the said 
Supreme Judicial Court shall be holden in each year at York, 
within and for dIe county of York, on the last Tuesday of 
April; and at Alfred, in and for said county, on the fOl1l'th 
Tuesday of Angust; at Portland, in and for the county of 
Cumberland, on the first Tuesday of May; and on the fourth 
Tuesday next following' the third Tuesday of October; at 
'Wiscasset, in and for the county of Lincoln, on the third 
Tuesday of May; and on the third Tuesday of October; at 
Augusta, in and for the county of Kennebec, on the fourth 
Tuesday of May; and on the third Tuesday of September; 
at N ol'l'idgewock, in and for the county of Somerset, on tho 
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first 'l'uesday of June; at Castine, in and for the county of 
Hancock, 011 the second Tuesday of June; and on the second 
Tuesday of October; at Machias, in and for the county of 
-Washington, .on the thh'd Tuesday of June; at Paris, in and 
lor the county of Oxford, on the second Tuesday of September; 
and at Bangor, in and for the county of Penobscot, on the first 
Tuesday of October. P1'ov-ided nevertheless, That the Tuesday Proviso 

of the month, in which said Courts are respectively to be holden, 
at the said several times alJd places, may in all judicial 
proceedings, from time to time, be expressed and designated 
by such Tuesday of tile month as will be the 'I'uesday on which 
the said Court is to be holdell, pursuant to the foregoing 
arrang'ements. 
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SECT. 6. Be it Further enacted, That all actions and civil A II J' . . conS now 
suits of every name and kmd, wlnch may be pending in the pending. 

Supreme Judicial Court for the counties of Cumberland and 
Oxford; or for the counties of Kennebec and Somerset; 
01' for the counties of Hancock, Washington and Penobscot, 
on the first day of April next; which shall have been 
originally commenced in the Courts of Conlmon Pleas for 
the counties of Oxford, Somerset, Washington or Penob-
scot respectively; all petitions in which the petitioner may 
be an inhabitant of either of said counties, and all indictments 
against any person or persons lor ofi'ences committed within 
either of said counties, shall be transferred and removed to, 
entered, heard, tried, and proceeded upon, at the Supreme 
Judicial Court, then next to be holden within the said coun-
ties of Oxford, Somerset, -Washington and Penobscot respect
ively, within which the said actions originated and were 
commenced, the said petitioners reside, and the said offences 
may have been committed; and all the papers and documents, 
belonging to all such actions, suits, petitions and indictments, 
shall be delivered over to the Clerks of the said counties of 
Oxford, Somerset, 1Yashington and Penobscot respectively. 
And all appeals which may be made from any Court of 
Common Pleas, and all recognizances which may he taken, 
and all ofrences which may be committed within either of the 
said counties of Oxford, Somerset, Washington and Penob-
scot, after the fil'st day of the terms of the Supreme Judicial 
Court to be holden prior to the first day of May next, for the 
counties of Cumberland and Oxford, and for the counties of 
Kennebec and Somerset, and for the counties of Hancoclt, 
Washington and Penobscot respectively, shall be entered, 
heard, tried, prosecuted and proceeded upon, at the Supreme 
Judicial Court then next to be holden within and for the said 
counties respectively, where the appeals may be made, the 
recognizances may be taken, and the offences may be COm

mitted. 
4 
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On I'" Judge mny SEC'!'. 7, Be 1't fill'tlwr enacted, That whenever by sick-
IH Journ the t-

OOmi, ness, accident, or any unforeseen cause, the number of Jus-
ikes l"equired to hold Courts, a~ is herein before provided, do 
not attend on the day appointed for opening a Court, any 
one of said Justices may acljourn the Court, 1'1'0111 day to day, 
until a sufficient number of said J llstices do attend; and when 
fl'om sickness, accident, or any Unfl1J'eSeen cause, neithel' 
of the said Justices shall attend on the clay appointed for 
opening a Court, the Sherifi's of the several counties respect· 
ively, shall have power to adjoum the Court from day to day, 
until a justice shall attend, 

Judgm<nt how SEC'!'. 8. Be -it further enacted" That when at allY term of' 
~~~:i~'~~:~ in the Supreme Judicial Court holden or to be holden in any 

county, uny actions shall have been continued n-isi for advise
ment by the Court, or for argmnellt by consent of parties, 
and the Justices of said Court shall have determined the same 
before the next term of said Court holden in the same county, 
it shall be lawful to enter judgment upon said actions as of 
the last term of said Court, at which said actions shall have 
been continued, or \at the succeeding term, And whenever 
the Clerk of said Court in any county shall enter a j lldgment 
upon any action by order of the Justices of said Court out of 
term time, he shall enter npon his docket the time when he 
shall receive such order, and aU liens ereated by attachment 
on mesne process in said aetions, shall continue and be in 
force for and dming thirty days after the then next term of 
the Supreme Judieial Comt for said -county, any thing in 
the law to the eontrary notwithstanding. 

neporter to be SEC'!', 9. Be ,£t further enacted, That the Governor, by 
appointed. and with the adviee of the Conneil, shall, as soon as may be 

after the passing' of this act, appoint some suitable person, 
leal'l1ecl in the ID,w, to be a Reporter of the decisions of the 
Supreme Judicial Court, who shall be sworn to the faithti]l 
discharge of his duty, and shall be removable at pleasure of 
'the Executive; whose duty it shall be, by his personal atten
dance, or by any other means in his power, to obtain true and 
authentic reports of the decisions, which may hereafter be 
made by said Court, and shall publish the same whenever 
they will eompose a suitable volume. 

Hi"nlary. SEC'!'. 10. Be it fi17,the1' enacted, That the said RepOl'tel' 
shall receive out of the Treasmy of this State, six hundred 
dollars annually, which together with the profits arising' from 
the publication of his said reports, shall be a full compensa
tion for his services aforesaid; and that the money, paid by 
persons admitted to practiee as Attorneys in the Supreme 
Judicial Court shall be a fund for the payment of said sum: 
and if.,insuffieient, to be paid out of any other monies in the 
Treasury 110t otherwise appropriated. 
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SECT'. 11. Be it flll·tlwr enacted, That this act shall Art to I be in 
. ., d" 1 f 1 " 1 forco! lreqe,m. contllme 111 force urmg tIe ternl 0 t ll'ee years ,rom t Ie pass-

ing the same anclno longer. 
June 24, 18,20-Approved, 

WILLIANI' KING. 

CHAPTER XVIII. 

AN ACT pl'ovicling that Bonds shall be given by Shel'iff's and Coroners 
to th.e 'rreaslll'er of this State, and giving remedies thereon, 

SECT. 1. BE 'it enactcll by the Senate and House of 
Representatives in Legislattll'e assembled, That every person Sheriffs to Ii;"., 

. 1 1 ill f SI . Cl' • 1 . J' SIll . l' bond. appomtec to t Je 0 ce 0 • IerIIl WIt lIll t llS tate, s lU ,WIt lIn 

sixty days ii'om the receipt by him of his commission; and 
every SheI;ifl' now in otlice unless another shall sooner be 
appointed in his place, shall within sixty days next after the 
passing of this act, make and execute a bond, with at least 
three sufficient snreties residing; within this State, in a sum not 
less than twenty-five thousand dollars for such person who now 
is or shall be appointed Sheriff in either of the connties of 
York, Cumberland, Lincoln, and Kennebec; and in a sum not 
less than fifteen thousand dollars, for such person who now is 
or shall be appointed Sherifi' of either of the other counties in 
this State, to the Treasurer thereof, and his successors in said 
office conditioned for the faithful performance of the duties of Condition. 

their respective offices, and to answer for the neglects and 
misdoings of their respective deputies, which bond shall by the 
said Sherifi.s, within the time aforesaid, be filed in the office of 
the Clerk of the Court of 'Sessions, for the county in which 
said Sheriffs are respectively commissioned; and said bond 1'0 b. al'proycd 

shall be presented at the term of said Court of Sessions,whicIl bysessiollS. 

shall then next be holden in such county; to be by said Court 
approved, and when the same shall have been adjndged 
sufficient, the Clerk shall make record thereof, and certify the" 
same on said bond, and a copy thereof being taken by said 
Clerk, he shall deliver the original to the Sherifl:~ who shall 
file the same in the office of the Treasurer oftlle State, within 
twenty days, after the same shall have been so approved. 

SECT. 2. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty Duty of County 

of the County Attorney in each county respectively at the term Attorney. 

of the Court of Sessions which shall be held therein on or next 
after the third Tuesday of June annually, to move the said 
Court to consider of the sufficiency of the security given by 
the Sheriffs in their respective cOUllties, and they shall cause a 
record to he made of such determination by the Clerh; wh@' 




