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STATE LAW Lll~.Q I!RY 
~':JHfl 

(New Title) 
New Draft of: H. P. 19, L. D. 28 

NINETY-NINTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1365 

H. P. 963 House of Representatives, May 7, 1959 
Reported by the Minority from the Committee on Welfare. Printed under 

Joint Rules No. IO. 

HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
FIFTY-NINE 

AN ACT Relieving Children and Certain Relatives of Financial Responsibility 
in Old Age Assistance, Aid to the Blind and Aid to the Disabled. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. I. R. S., c. 25, § 283, sub-§ VI, repealed. Subsection VI of section 
283 of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes is repealed as follows: 

':l,Lf. ~ fffi efl.H.4 €H" elotilclren resieiing ffi. .joffis s+a+e tHT4 &B+e .f.8 s1:1:J:lJ:lort 
fflffl"t' 

Sec. 2. R. S., c. 25, § 287, suh-§ II, amended. Subsection II of section 287 
of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes, as amended by section I of chapter 64 
of the public laws of 1957, is further amended to read as follows: 

'II. Afl. incliyiclual A sworn statement made on the part of ~ ~ ~ 
residing ffl 1:-lot~ ~e 6f' the spouse of said recipient and such statements shall 
include full information regarding ffi..clffi.6ttat income, assets and liabilities.' 

Sec. 3. R. S., c. 25, § 287, amended. The first sentence of the last para­
graph of section 287 of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes, as amended by 
section 1 of chapter 64 of the public laws of 1957, is further amended to read 
as follows: 

'If the recipient is unable to ohtain the sworn statement from s-u4 €ffiM €H" the 
spouse, then upon proof of his inability to do so, the department shall determine 
whether such inability to do so is real and g-enuine, and if it decides that it is 
real and genuine, then the merits of his case may be considered.' 
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Sec. 4. R. S., c. 25, § 290, amended. The first sentence of section 290 of 
chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

'The department may recover from ttftj" ~, ehilclfoCft ef' the spouse of any'"",, 
beneficiary under the provisions of sections 276 to 297, who is able to support 
the said beneficiary but who fails to provide such support, in an action on the 
case for the amount expended by the department for the said support.' 

Sec. 5. R. S., c. 25, § 294, amended. The first paragraph of section 294 of 
chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes is repealed and the following- paragraph 
enacted in place thereof: 

'The parents of a child receiving Aid to Dependent Children and the spouse 
of a recipient of Old Age Assistance, Aid to the Blind, or Aid to the Disabled 
shall, if of sufficient ability, be responsible for partial or total support of such 
persons. In determining the ability of such relatives, his assets as well as his 
income shall be considered.' 

Sec. 6. R. S., c. 25, § 299, sub-§ VII, amended. Subsection VII of section 
299 of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

'VII. Has no spouse jMffftoH;., tH±~ ffiH.cl eT ffiilclnR residing in this State 
and able to support him.' 

Sec. 7. R. S., c. 25, § 304, sub-§ II, amended. Subsection II of section 304 
of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

'II. Aft i19di, iduGl- A sworn statement made on the part of the spouse, 
parents and each adult child of said recipient residing in this State, and such 
5tatem:C1'lts statement shall include full information regarding f-r.e:i, ia~al- in­
come, assets and liabilities.' 

Sec. 8. R. S., c. 25, § 304, amended. The first sentence of the la:,t paragraph 
of section 304 of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol­
lows: 

'FfS, ide€!, !1:owe, Cf tf If the recipient is unable to obtain the sworn state­
ment from such spouse f'GfCfl1-S eof' efti.M tt-S a-B€l¥e pfovided then upon proof 
of his inability to do so, the department shall determine whether such inability 
to do so is reasonable and if it decides that it is reasonable then the merits of 
his case may be considered.' 

Sec. 9. R. S., c. 25, § 308, amended. The first sentence of section 308 of 
chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

'The department may recover from ttftj" ~ efM+4 ef' cBildfcn Hle spouse ef' 

)'lGfe1'lts of any beneficiary under -Hre j'lfovioio1'lo ~ sections 298 to 318, who is ,'" 
able to support the said beneficiary, but who fails to provide such support, in 
an action on the case for the amount expended by the department for the said 
support.' 

Sec. 10. R. S., c. 25, § 319-E, amended. The 2nd and 3rd p.:nagraphs of 
section 3I9-E of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 30 
of chapter 405 of the public laws of 1955, are amended to read as follows: 



LEGISLATIVE DOCUMENT No. 1365 3 

'An application shall not be considered unless accompanied by an il'ldi, id1:1al 
sworn statement made on the part of the spouse ~t'CI1ts ftfl-4 ee:dt e:4t:t+t efl.t.l.4 
of said applicant residing in this State, and such statements shall include full 
information revealing ffi.di \ id1:1al income, assets and liabilities )'lfO'fidcd ~ 
i+. If such applicant has previously applied and there ftt'e is on file with the de­
partment fl:flj'" e+ -Hte flceCssuf:r a sworn s+fl:~~ statement then the applicant 
need only furnish such e:4e~ sworn statements as the department may 
require. 

If the applicant is unable to obtain the sworn statement from such spouse, 
~ettt-s eT efH..l.4 fl:5 ~ ~ffi then upon proof of his inability to do so 
the department shall determine whether such inability to do so is reasonable, 
and if it decides that it is reasonable then the merits of his application may be 
considered. Any determination made under -Hte f'fB \ isiBftS 64 this section shall 
be subject to the right of appeal by the applicant under -the f'fO, isiBI1S 64 sec­
tion 319-G.' 

Sec. II. R. S., c. 25, § 319-F, sub-§ V, amended. Subsection V of section 
319-F of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 30 of chapter 
405 of the public laws of 1955, is amended to read as follows: 

'V. Has no spouse pufCI1tS, &dttl-t efl.t.l.4 eT ERildfefl residing 111 this State 
and able to support him;' 

Sec. 12. R. S., c. 25, § 319-K, sub-§ II, amended. Subsection II of section 
319-K of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 30 of chapter 
405 of the puhlic laws of 1955, is amencled to reacl as follows: 

'II. -Aft -t-n4ffltffi+ A sworn statement macle on the part of the spouse, ~­
€tH5 fttTd- €ft€rl ~.J+ ~ of said recipient residing in this State, and such 
5-tfl:+e-nTetH5 statement shall include full information revealing ffi.d~fltt+ in­
come, assets and liabilities.' 

Sec. 13. R. S., c. 25, § 3I9-K, amended. The first sentence of the last para­
graph of section 3Ig-K of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by 
section 30 of chapter 405 of the public laws of 1955, is amended to read as fol­
lo\\'s: 

'P¥~ffi hm,cv€r i4 If the recipient is unable to obtain the sworn statement 
from such spouse, f'ftt'-et14'S 8f' €ffiM 8:5 tt-H"'¥e ~i-Elffi then upon proof of his 
inahility to cia so, the department shall determine whether such inability to 
do so is reasonable and if it decides that it is reasonable then the merits of his 
case may be considered.' 

Sec. 14. R. S., c. 25, § 319-M, amended. The first sentence of section 319-M 
of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 30 of chapter 405 
of the public laws of 1955. is amended to read as follO\',:s : 

'The department may recover from S:tt:r ...utt# €ffitd- eT eRildfen the spouse eT 

ptlfcnts of any beneficiary under +fie PWVis-iOflS ~ sections 319-A to 319-T, 
who is able to support the said beneficiary, but who fails to provide such sup­
port, in an action on the case for the amount expended by the department for 
the said support.' 
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Sec. 15. R. S., c. 25, § 277, amended. Section 277 of chapter 2:; of the Re­
vised Statutes, as amended by section I of chapter 35 I of the pu blic laws of 
1957, is further amencled by repealing the last paragraph thereof, as follows: 

'~ -Hte '[*H'effi-4tM re~atiol1sfitp f,.e~offi ~ tH'Hi ffi.iM wa-s frrelcen 
tittH~ -tfl.e ffii.flo~ e.f -Hte ffii,M ~ fie Si~l9:ifieant f'etatiOl1Sfiifl ffi,." e¥ei' -B-eett 
f'e5ttfflet±, ~ flef'~ 4ft+!- i9:ffi -be eOl1sifiere';+ ft~ ft ffitM e.f 9tt€fi ~ itt 
s-e€4ffift ::?7'8 te ~, ffi.el.t;~.' 

Sec. 16. R. S., c. 25, § 281, amended. The 3rd and 4th paragraphs of section 
281 of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes are amendecl to read astollovvs: 

'An application shall not be considered unless accompanied by &'1' .ffi6t¥idual 
a sworn statement made on the Dart of -e-a:e* ~tH4, €fit14 '* the snOllS!' of s;] ill 


