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New Draft of: H. P. 759, L. D. 1077 

NINETY-NINTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1323 

H. P. 936 House of Representatives, April 22, 1959 
Reported by Mr. Brown from the Committee on r "egal Affairs. Printed under 

J oint Rules No. 10. 
HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
FIFTY-NINE 

AN ACT Amending the Charter of the City of Augusta. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. 1. P. & S. L., 1957, c. 169, Art. II, § 2, amended. Section 2 of article 
II of chapter 169 of the private and special la \YS 0 f I <)57 is amended to read 
as follows: 

'Sec. 2. Composition, election, tenure of office. The city council shall be 
composed of a mayor and 8 other members. The l1lel1l bers shall he elected, 
one from each of the 8 voting wards provided for in section I of this article. 
The candidate from each ward receiving the larg·est numher of ,·otes cast in 
each ward shall be elected councilman from his ,,·arcl and shaI1 sene for a 
term of 2 years or until his successor is elected and qualified. At the 1960 reg­
ular municipal election the councilmen from wards I, 3, 5 and 7 shall be elected 
to serve until the first Monday of January, 1963; the councilmen from wards 
2, 4, 6 and 8 shall be elected to serve until the first Monday of January, 1965, 
or until their successors are elected and qualified. Thereafter, the terms of all 
councilmen shall be for 4 years and until their successors are elected and qual­
ified. Councilmen now in office shall serve until the first Monday of January, 
1961 and until their successors are elected and qualified. Each memher shall be 
a voter and a resident of the ward from which he is elected when elected. In 
the event a member shall cease to reside in the city, he shall forfeit his office, 
but there shall be no forfeiture if he moves to another ward. Each member, ex­
cept the mayor 5rltt+t ~ ;, itR01:1t t*t:Y ttfttt 4tH+ tt'* may receive as compensa­
tion such sum as shall be appropriated by the council, not to exceed the sum 
of $200 per year, and no member shall be eligible while a member of the council 
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to hold any office of emolument or profit under the city charter or ordinances, 
nor to hold the office of city manager, nor to act as city manager during the 
term for which he was elected.' 

Sec. 2. P. & S. L., 1957, c. 169, Art. IV, § 2, amended. The 2nd paragraph 
of section 2 of article IV ot chapter 169 of the private and special 11WS ot 1957 
is repealed and the follovving enacted in place thereof: 

'The chief of police or said constable shall cause the original warrants, with 
a return of his doings thereon, to be delivered to the chairman of said respec­
tive ward meetings, on the date thereof, and the secretaries of said meetings 
shall respectively make records thereof. The city clerk shall also cause a notice 
of such meeting to be published in one or more of the newspapers circulated 
in Augusta, between the time of issuing the warrants and the time appointed for 
said meetings. Said ward meetings shall be respectively organized by the 
choice of a chairman and a secretary by ballot or otherwise as may be deter­
mined at the meeting, proceed to the election of a member of said board of educa­
tion, who shall be a resident of the ward where elected. 

The members now in office shall serve until the first Monday of January, 1961 
and until their successors are elected and qualified, except that those members 
from wards 7 and 8 shall serve until the first Monday of June, 1960 and their 
successors shall be elected to serve until the first Monday of Janua:ry, 1961. At 
the 1960 regular municipal election the members from wards I, 3, 5 and 7 shall 
be elected to serve until the first Monday of January, 1963; the members from 
wards 2, 4, 6 and 8 shall be elected to serve until the first Monday of January, 
1965 or until their successors are elected and qualified. Thereafter, the terms 
of all members shall be for 4 years and until their successors are elected and 
qualified. They shall be nominated and elected, commencing with the 1960 
regular municipal election, under the provisions of article V. Their qualifications 
as to residency in a ward and the effect of removal therefrom shall be the same 
as in the case of councilmen hereinbefore set forth.' 

Sec. 3. P. & S. L., 1957, c. 169, Art. VI, § 9, amended. The last sentence of 
section 9 of article VI of chapter 169 of the private and special laws of 1957 
is amended to read as follows: 

'The council may appoint one t)~5-eft or more persons in each ward whose duty 
it shall be to furnish the assessors with all necessary information relative to 
persons and property taxable in his warel anel vvho shall be sworn to the faith~ 
ful performance of his duty.' 

Referendum; effective date; certificate to Secretary of State. This act shall 
take effect 90 days aiter adjournment of the Legislature, only for the purpose 
of permitting its submission to the legal voters of the City of Augusta at a 
special election called and he\l for the purpose or at a regular mllnicipal elec­
tion of the city. Such special or regular election shall be held not later than 
December 3 I, 1960. In the event a special election is called for the purpose, it 
sl:<l:ll be call.eel, aclvert~sed and conducted according to the law relating to mu­
mClpal electIOns; provIded that the board of registration in said citv shall not 
be required to prepare for posting, nor the city clerk to post, a ~e\V list of 
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voters, and for the purpose of registratIOn of voters, said board shall be in 
session the 3 secular days next preceding such special election, the first and 2nd 
days thereof to be devoted to the registration of voters and the 3rd day to enable 
the board to verify the corrections of said list and to complete and close up 
their records of said sessions. 

The city clerk shall prepare the required ballots on which he shall reduce 
the subject matter of this act to the following question: "Shall the Act Amend­
ing the Charter of the City of Augusta, passed by the 99th Legislature, be ac­
cepted?" The voters shall indicate by a cross or check mark placed against 
the words "Yes" or "No" their opinion of the same. 

This act shall take effect for all purposes hereof immediately upon its ac­
ceptance by a majority vote of the legal voters voting at said election; provided 
that the total number of votes cast for and against the acceptance of this act at 
said election equals or exceeds 20% of the total vote for all candidates for 
Governor in said city at the next preceding gubernatorial election. 

The result of such election shall be declared by the municipal officers of the 
City of Augusta and due certificate filed by the city clerk with the Secretary of 
State. 


