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NINETY-NINTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 1298

H. I 920 House of Representatives, April 10, 1939
Reported by Mr. Emmons from the Comunittee on Judiciary. Printed under

Joint Rules No. 10.
HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED
FIFTY-NINE

AN ACT Relating to Records of the State Police and Certain Other Agencies.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:

Sec. 1. R. S, c. 15, § 5-A, additional. Chapter 15 of the Revised Statutes
1s amended by adding a new section 3-A, to read as follows:

‘Sec. 5-A. Records confidential. All criminal and administrative records
of the State Police and the Bureau of Identification are declared to be confiden-
tial, except:

I. Operational reports by the department;

II. Activity reports by the department;

III. Names of State Police applicants;

IV. Promotions;

V. Resignations;

VI. Discharges;

VII. Retirements;

VIII. Statistical reports by Bureau of Identification;
IX. Accident reports;

X. Statistical reports by Division of Traffic Records;
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XI. Accident information on pending cases which would not jeopardize the
investigation or prosecution of such cases;

XI1I. Statistical reports by Division of Criminal Investigation;
XIII. Information made available in open court;

X1V. Information on pending cases which would not jeopardize the inves-
tigation or prosecution;

XV. Statistical reports by Division of Special Services on truck weights,
public utility enforcement and beano;

XVI. Annual audits.

Such records other than the exceptions listed may be subpoenaed by a court
of record.’

Sec. 2. R. S, c. 23, § 27-A, additional. Chapter 23 of the Revised Statutes
1s hereby amended by adding a new section 27-A, to read as follows:

‘Sec. 27-A. Records confidential. The records and correspondence of the
right-of-way division of the State Highway Commission relating to negotia-
tions for and appraisals of property, pending the final settlement for all claims
on the project to which they relate and the records and data of the said com-
mission relating to engineering estimates of costs on projects to ke put out to
bid, shall be confidential, and shall not be open for public inspection, except
that the records and correspondence of the right-of-way division relating to
negotiations for and appraisals of property shall be open for public inspection
after 9 months following the completion date of the project according to the
record of the commission, not including those claims which have been appealed
to the Superior Court, said records to be open for public inspection following
the award of the court.

Sec. 3. R. S, c. 30, § 15-L, additional. Chapter 30 of the Revised Statutes
is amended by adding a new section 15-L, to read as follows:

‘Sec. 15-L. Proceedings to be confidential. Any information disclosed by
either party to a dispute to the board or any of its members in carrying out
sections 15 to 15-K shall be confidential, except as provided in section 15-G.

Sec. 4. R. S, c. 30, § 165, additional. Chapter 30 of the Revised Statutes
is amended by adding a new section 165, to read as follows:

‘Sec, 165. Records confidential. Al information and reports recorded by
the Commissioner of Labor and Industry or his authorized agents under this
chapter shall be confidential, and no names of individuals, firms or corporations
shall be used in any reports of the commissioner nor made available for public
inspection.’

Sec. 5. R. S, c. 60, §§354-355, additional. Chapter 60 of the Revised Statutes
is amended by adding 2 new sections 354 and 355, to read as follows:

‘Sec. 354. Records confidential. Certain records of the Insurance Depart-
ment are confidential according to the following provisions:
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I. Complaint files. Records and correspondence concerning a complaint
against a person or organization for violation of the insurance laws or fire
prevention laws,

II. Investigation files. Records and correspondence concerning investiga-
tions made by the department are confidential.

III. Rate filings. A rate filing and its supporting data are confidential until
the filing becomes effective.

IV. Policy forms and endorsement forms. Policy forms and endorsement
forms are confidential until they become effective.

V. Admission files. Records and correspondence concerning the admission
of an insurance company to transact insurance business in this State are
confidential until the company has been licensed.

VI. Company examination reports. The report of the examination of an
insurance company is confidential until it has been distributed by the company
to the states in which it is licensed. The supplementary report concerning
company management issued by the examiners with each report of examina-
tion is confidential.

VII. License files. Information of a personal nature concerning the licens-
ing of agents, brokers and adjusters is confidential,

Sec. 355. Records subject to subpoena. All records and correspondence of
the Insurance Department are subject to subpoena by a court of competent juris-
diction.’



