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NINETY-NINTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 115

H P77 House of Representatives, January 21, 1959.
Refened to the Committee on State Government, sent up for concurrence and
750 copies ordered printed.
HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk
Presented by Mr. Plante of Old Orchard Beach.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED
FIFTY-NINE

RESOLVE, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution to Provide for Direct
Initiative for Proposed Amendments to the Constitution.

Constitutional amendment. Resolved: Two-thirds of each branch of the
Legislature concurring, that the following amendments to the Constitution of
this State be proposed:

Constitution, Article IV, Part Third, Section 18, amended. The 1st sentence
of Section 18 of Part Third of Article IV of the Constitution is amended to read
as follows:

“The electors may propose to the Legislature for its consideration any bill, re-
solve or resolution, including bills to amend or repeal emergency legislation bu#
#ot an amendient of the State Ceonstitution, by written petition addressed to
the Legislature or to either branch thereof and filed in the office of the Secretary
of State or presented to either branch of the Legislature within forty-five days
after the date of convening of the Legislature in regular session.’

Constitution, Article X, Section 4-A, additional. Article X of the Constitution
is amended by adding a new section, to be numbered 4-A, to read as follows:

‘Section 4-A. Amendments to Constitution by direct initiative. The electors
may propose to the Legislature any resolve to amend the State Constitution by
written petition addressed to the Legislature or to either branch thereof and filed
in the office of the Secretary of State or presented to either branch of the Legis-
lature within forty-five days after the date of convening of the Legislature in
regular session. Any constitutional amendment thus proposed by the electors,
the number of which shall not be less than ten percent of the total vote for Gov-
ernor cast in the last gubernatorial election preceding the filing of such petition,
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shall be submitted to the electors. The provisions of Article X, Section 4, relating
to the submission and adoption of amendments to the State Constitution proposed
by the Legislature shall apply to the submission and adoption of amendments to
the State Constitution proposed by direct initiative petition.’

Form of question and date when amendments shall be voted upon. Resolved:
That the aldermen of cities, the selectmen of towns and the assessors of the
several plantations of this State are hereby empowered and directed to notify the
inhabitants of their respective cities, towns and plantations to meet in the man-
ner prescribed by law for calling and holding biennial meetings of said inhabi-
tants for the election of Senators and Representatives at the next general or
special state-wide election to give in their votes upon the amendment proposed
in the foregoing resolution, and the question shall be:

“Shall the Constitution be amended as proposed by a resolution of the Legis-

lature to provide for direct initiative for proposed amendments to the Constitu-
tion?”

And the inhabitants of said cities, towns and plantations shall vote by ballot
on said question, and shall indicate by a cross or check mark placed against the
words “Yes” or “No” their opinion of the same. The ballots shall be received,
sorted, counted and declared in open ward, town and plantation meetings and
returns made to the office of the Secretary of State in the same manner as votes
for Governor and Members of the Legislature, and the Governor and Council
shall count the same, and if it shall appear that a majority of the inhabitants
voting on the question are in favor of the amendments, the Governor shall forth-
with make known the fact by his proclamation, and the amendments shall there-
upon, as of the date of said proclamation, become a part of the Constitution.

Secretary of State shall prepare ballots. Resolved: That the Secretary of
State shall prepare and furnish to the several cities, towns and plantations bal-
lots and blank returns in conformity with the foregoing resolve, accompanied
by a copy thereof.





