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NINETY-NINTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 74 

S. P. 46 In Senate, January 20, 1959. 
Referred to the Committee on Election Laws, sent down for concurrence and 

ordered printed. 
CHESTER T. WINSLOW, Secretary 

Presented by Senator Ross of Sagadahoc. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
FIFTY-NINE 

AN ACT To Eliminate the Straight Party Ballot in Elections. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. I. R. S., c. 5, § 5, amended. The 3rd sentence of section 5 of chapter 5 
of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

'Above each group shall be placed the name of the po~itical party by which the 
candidates comprising such group were placed in nomination, or the political 
designation as described in the certificate of nomination, or nomination papers 
~ & ~ ettffi st4e 8-f w4tf.e.ft sfl.a+l. ~ fiet ±ffls ~ 2 iHeRes; ~ ~ 
~ sfl.a+l. ~ flFiHtee ~ ~~ wer4! ffl ~ letteFs: +e ~ & 

stF8eig-fit ~ flTttffi & ~ f*t 6i' & efl.eeit flTttffi -e.7 wi:#tffl t+rts ~.' 

Sec. 2. R. S., c. 5, § 35, amended. The 1st and 3rd sentences of section 35 
of chapter 5 of the Revised Statutes are amended to read as follows: 

'On receipt of his ballot the voter shall forthwith, and without leaving the en­
closed space, retire alone to one of the voting shelves or compartments and shall 
prepare his ballot by marking in the appropriate place a cross (X) or a check 
mark (V) itS tollS',,;¥. ~ ~ ~ ~ flTttffi wi:#tffl4e ~ ~~ #te 
ftftffie 8-f & ~ ~ 6i' ~ ffl ¥I'ffi.e.Jq, €tt'S'e fl.e sfl.a+l. ~ eeeH'l:ee i:e ~ 
~ fe.t: fH.I, #te peFsons ~ ffl ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 6i' eesig-H8e­
~.' 

'~ itS tHT ofltioH8el metRoe 8-f ~ ~ The voter may effif.t +he ~ f*t 6i' 

#te €fl.e4 flTttffi f¥t ffl #te ~ 5~ ~ place a cross (X) or a check 
mark (V) in the blank square at the right of the name of each candidate he 
wishes to vote for.' 
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Sec. 3. R. S., c. 5, § 40, amended. The last sentence of section 40 of chapter 
5 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

'No marks, other than those authorized by law, shall be placed upon the ballot 
by the voter"t ~ fffi. No ballot, after having been received by the election of­
ficers, shall be rejected as defective because of marks, other than those author­
ized by law, having been placed upon it by the voter, unless such marks are 
deemed to have been made with fraudulent intent f'HT4 fffi ~ ~ f,.e~­
e4 tt9 defeettn beeatlse ffl fH'IJ" if'fegtllaFtt) ffl -tfte ~ ffl -tfte €i'e5-9 ffl' -tfte 
~ ffifti'lt ffl -tfte ~ &t -tfte fl.ea.4 ffl -tfte ~ eoltlfflH ~ fffiffi ffi.eg­
~ ts deeffled -H1 fta.¥e -beett il'ltel'ltiol'lal ftft4 ~ wi-Ht & fFatldtllel'lt 1:*H'­
pese.' 




