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STATE OF MAINE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
~99th LEGISLATURE . , o
COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" to S. P. 26, L. D. 6, Bill, "An Act Pertain-
ing to Freedom of Access to Public Records and Proceedings.'

Amend said Bill by striking out everything after the enacting
clause and inserting in place thereof the following:

"R.S., c. 1, §§36-41, additional. Chapter 1 of the Revised
Statutes is amended by adding 6 new sections, 36 to 41, to read as
follows:

'Freedom of Access to Public Records and Proceedings.

Sec., 36, Declaration of public policy; open meetings. The
Legislature finds and declares that public proceedings exist to aid
in the conduct of the people's business, It is the intent Of the
Legislature that their actioas be taken openly and that their
deliberations be concucted openly.

Sec, 37. Definition of public proceedings. The term "public
proceecings” as used in _cections 36 to 41 shall mean the transactions
of QHV‘?unetlons aftectlng any or all citizens of the State by any
admvrlct”arlve or legislative body of the State, or of any of its
countias or mqn¢c1pe11t1es, or of any other polltlcai subdivision
of ite State, witich body is composed of 3 or more members, with which
fusciicn it is charged under any statute or under any rule or regula-
tioa of such administrative or lLegislative body or agency.,

Sec, 38. Meetings to be open to the public. All public proceed-
ings shall be open to the public, and all persons shall be permitted
tc attend any meetings of these Bodles or agencies, and any minutes
of’iach meetlngs as are requ1red by law shall be promptly recorded

Sec, 39. Executive sessions. Nothing contained in sections
36 to 41 shall be construed to prevent these bodies or agencies from
holding,executxve~sessions, subject to .the foliowing conditions:
that such sessions shall not be used ta defeat the purposés ol sections
36 to 4l; that no ordinances, Qrcers, rules, resolutions, :regulations,
contracts, - appointments or other official action shall be tfinally
approved’at»suc. -executive sessions: .that sucn. executive seéssions may
be called only by a majority vote.of the members o0f such bodies or -
agencies,. . Ihe conditions of this section shall not apgly to executlve
sessions OF commlttees of‘tﬁe Maine Legislature. e

v Sec., 40« Mlnutes,and records available for public inspection.
Every ciltizen of this State -shall,-during the regular business 4r. -
meeting ‘hours of al'l such bodies or agencies, and on the regular
business premises of all such bodies or agencies, have the right to
inspect all public records, including any minutes of meetings of such
bodies or agencies as are required by law, and to make memoranda
abstracts or photographic or photostatic coples of the records or
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minutes so 1nsgected, excegt as otherwise sgecificallx grovided’bx
statute, S _ _ , CL e
~ Sec. 4l.  Violatiom. A violation of any of the provisions of
gsections. 41 . ‘ - ‘ n
rom any meetings for whic _prov sion is made sha e punishable by
a _fine of not more than 3500 or by imprisonment for less than one

ear, Nothing contained in sections 36 to 4L shall be construed as'
abridging the rIgEt of any citizen or citizens to appea[ to a court
of this State f"r'fhe ‘enforcement of the ri hts rovided for in saild
sections, . . ,

Repofted by the Committee on Judiciary. L
Read and Adopted 1n the Senate April 14, 1959.

Reproduced and distrlbuted under the direction of the Clerk
of the House, .
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