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NEW DRAFT OF H. P. 642-L. D. 909 

NINETY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1483 

}j. P. J 044 House of Representatives, April 9, 1957. 
Reported by ~Il". Quinn from Committee on Legal Affairs and printed under 

joint rules ::\0.10. 

HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk. 

STATE OF MAINE 

1:\ THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
FIFTY -SEVEN 

AN ACT Amending the Charter of the Town of Lincoln. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of :\iaine, as follows; 

Sec. 1. P. & S. L., 1939, c. 62, § 2, amended. Section 2 of chapter 62 of the 
pri,,;;te and special laws of 1939 is hereby amended to read as follows; 

·Sec. 2. Election of officers. At such a1l11l1al to\\"n meetings the voters shall 
elect by hallot as hereinafter provided, 5 inhabitants of said town to be known 
as councilors, and !t ffleffl~f' ffl" 5 members of the superintending school com
l11ittee. in accordance with the Revised Statutes of ~ 1954 and amendments 
thereto. a town clerk and a town treasurer tHT4 tMt aMt'l:itol' ~ aeeOMBtJ . 

. \t the -M-t annual town meeting held ttfl'del' ~ ~ in March, 1958, said coun
ciLlors shall be elected as ~¥. 2 fef' !t ~ ~ + ~tH', 2 ~ ft +erffl ttf 2 

~tti';;;, + .f.tw ft 4ffffl f!of j ~ previously, and thereafter at each of said annual 
to\\"11 meetings 2 councillors shall be chosen as herein provided, each for a term 
of 3 years. provided. however, that in each 3rcl year but I councillor shall be 
chosen; and provided i urther. that vacancies in the office of town councillor due 
to death. resignation or other cause shall he fi Hed at the next annual meeting, 
or a special meeting if necessary, for the unexpired term. 

At said annual town meeting in 1958, one member of the superintending school 
committee shall be elected for a term of 3 years, one for a term of 2 years and 
one for a term of one year; and thereafter the annual vacancies caused by ex
piration of terms shall be filled for terms of 3 years. It is intended that this act 
shall in no way affect the present tenure of office of the present members of the 
superintending school committee. 
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The council \vhen duly elected and qualified shall annually appoint a tax col
lector and once in 3 years a health officer subject to the approval of the State 
Commissioner of Health and \Velfare. as now provided by the Revised Statutes 
of ~ 1954 and amendments thereto. ~ a town manager with duties herein
after defined and a deputy town treasurer when necessary. Except as hereinaiter 
provided, all other necessary town officers provided by this act or now or here
after provided under any statute or by-law shalI be appointed hy the town man
ager with approval of a majority of the councillors.' 

Sec. 2. P. & S. L., 1939, c. 62, § 3, amended. Section 3 of chapter 62 of the 
private and special laws of 1939 is hereby amended to read as fol!ows: 

'Sec. 3. Councillors serve as certain officers. The councilIors provided for 
in section 2 shaII serve iflsteaa .,.f JelcetmCI1: as overseers of the poor and as
sessors of taxes provided for by the Revised Statutes of ~ 1954 and amend
ments thereto, and shall have the same powers and he subject to the same duties. 
Assessors shall have the authority to hire a clerk and such professional as
sistance as is necessary: 

Sec. 3. P. & S. L., 1939, C.62, § 6, amended. Section 6 of chapter 02 of the 
private and special laws of H)39 is herehy amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 6. Compensation. Each counciIIor shall receive ~ $5 per meeting of 
said councillors, but not to exceed ~ $240 per year for said meetings. Coun
cilIors shalI be reimhursed for ~ their actual and necessary expenses incurred 
in the performance of ft¥..;. their duties.' 

Sec. 4. P. & S. L., 1939, C. 62, § 7, amended. Section 7 of chapter 02 o[ 
the private and special laws of 1939 is hereby amended to read as [oIIow,;: 

'Sec. 7. Town manager. Said coullcillors shall by ballot, by a majority vote, 
appoint it ~ e~lleetttf, it ~ 6#f€ff tttt4 a town manager. said office of town 
manager being hereby created, who shall not be a member of said hoard of COUll

cilIors. Said counci!Iors as overseers of the poor, as herein provided, may au
thorize the town manager. at the time of his appointment aforesaid. or at any 
time thereafter. to be clerk or aRent for them as said overseers of the poor. to 
sign and send the written notices and the written answers referred to in sec
tions j+ 29 and ~ 30 of chapter ~ 94 of the Revised Statutes of ~ 1954. and 
acts additional thereto and amendatory thereof. any such written notices and 
written ans\vers shall have the same effect as if signed and sent by the coun
cilIors, as overseers of the poor. themselves. Such tOWIl manager shall. on anc! 
after his appointment as aforesaid. be the superintendent of roads of said town.' 

Sec. 5. P. & S. L., 1939, c. 62, § 8, amended. Section 8 of chapter 02 of the 
private and special laws of 1939 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 8. Special power of counci11o~ s. At ally regular meeting the councillors 
may vote to combine the offices of collector of taxes and town manager, and may 
appoint an auditor of accounts.' 

Sec. 6. P. & S. L., 1939, c. 62, § 9, amended. Section 9 of chapter 62 of the 
private anc! special laws of 1939 is herehy amended to read as fo'lows: 

'Sec. 9. Terms of town officers. ,-\11 appointed officers and boards shall hold 
office at the pleasure of the appointing power, except as otherwise provided and 
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except the health officer. who can be removed only according to the provisions 
set forth in the Revised Statutes of ~ 1954 and amendments thereto, and ex
cept the board of assessors as is herein otherwise provided.' 

Sec. 7. P. & S. L., 1939, c. 62, § 10, amended. The first paragraph of sec
tion JO of chapter 62 of the private and special laws of H)39 is hereby amended 
to read as follows: 

'The town manager shall be chosen by the councillors solely on the basis of 
his execl1ti\'e and administrative qualifications ttfl~ fl.t.E; ioffi1tt1-en+ ~~ ~ 
t'~ €Btt~~, and he shall he the administrative head of the town govern
ment and shall be responsible to the councillors for the administration of all 
departments of the town over which the counciJlors under this act and the Re
vised Statutes of ~ 1954 and amendments thereto. have control, and his pow
ers and duties. where not otherwise herein provided, shall be generally as fol
lows :' 

Sec. 8. P. & S. L., 1939, c. 62, § 12, amended. Section 12 of chapter 62 of 
the private and special laws of 1939 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

·Sec. 12. Salary. The town manager shall devote his entire time to his said 
oFfice and shall receive for his services a rate of comllensation to be fixed bv the 
councillors. and actual and necessary expenses incu;Ted in the performance of 
his duties, to he paid by the town treasurer in weekly or monthly payments e-tt 

~-H-H-~...f~~.' 

Sec. 9. P. & S. L., 1939, c. 62, § IS, amended. Section 15 of chapter 62 of 
the private and special laws of 1931J is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. IS. Payments from treasury limited. :\0 money shall he paid out of 
the town ,.!,"'~i'e-F treasury except by order issued and signed by the council
lors 01' their representative authorized lor the purpose and presented to the 
trcc:surer of said tOWIl at the time 0 f payment.' 

Referendum; effective date; certificate to Secretary of State. This act sha!l 
take effect <)0 days after adjournment of the Legislature, only for the purpose 
of perlllitting its submission to the legal \~oters of the town of Lincoln at any 
election to be hel:! in said town not later than the 2nd :\[onday of October, 195;. 
the date to be set hy the municipal officers of said town. \\~arrants shall he 
issued for such e:ection in the manner now provided for municipal elections. 
notifying and warning the qualified voters of said town to meet at tlie po'ling 
place in said to\\7n. there to cast their hal ots for the rejection or approval of 
this act; the polls to he open in compliance with the general statutes for the 
holding of state elections. The provisions of law relating to preparation of vot
ing lists for municipal e ections shall app:y to said election amI said election 
shall in all other respects be conducted as municipal elections in said town are 
now conducted under the general la\\". The to\vn clerk shall prepare the required 
hallots. on which he shalJ reduce the subject matter of this act to the following 
Cjuestion: "Shall the Act Amending the Charter of the Town of Lincoln, passed 
by the 98th Legislature. he accepted?" and the voters shall indicate in the usual 
manner their opinion of the same. This act shall take effect for all the purposes 
hereof imlllediately upon its acceptance by a majority of the legal voters voting 
at said election; provided that the total number of votes cast for amI against 
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the acceptance of this act equals or exceeds 20% of the total vote for all candi
dates for Governor cast in said town at the next previous gubernatorial election. 

The result of the vote shall be declared by the municipal officers of said town 
and due certificate thereof shall be filer! by the town clerk with the Secretary 
of State. 


