
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



Transmitted by Director of Legislative Research pursuant to joint order. 

NINETY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1383 

S. P. 478 In Senate, March 21, 1957 
Referred to the Committee on Natural Resources, sent down for concurrence 

and ordered printed. 
CHESTER T. WINSLOW, Secretary 

Presented by Senator Woodcock of Penobscot. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
FIFTY -SEVEN 

AN ACT Revising the Law Relating to Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. I. R. S., c. 52-A, § I, 1st sub-§ II, amended. The 1st subsection II of 
section I of chapter 52-A of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section I of 
chapter 105 of the public laws of 1955, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'II. To the extent that the regulation of special nuclear materials, source 
materials and by-prociuct materials. of production facilities and utilization fa­
cilities, and of other forms of radiation, and of persons operating such facilities 
may be within the jurisdiction of the State, to provide for the exercise of the 
State's regulatory authority so as to conform. as nearly as may be, to the 
Atomic Energy Act of I954 and regulations issued thereunder, to the end that 
there may, in effect, be a single harmonious system of regulation within the 
State.' 

Sec. 2. R. S., c. 52-A, § I, amended. The 2nd paragraph of section I of chap­
ter 52-A, as enacted by section I of chapter 105 of the public laws of 1955. is 
hereby amended to read as follows: 

'The State of Maine recognizes that the development of industries producing 
or utilizing atomic energy and other forms of radiation may result in new condi­
tions calling for changes in the laws of the State and in regulations issued 
thereunder with respect to health and safety, working conditions, workmen's 
compensation, transportation, public utilities, life, health, accident. fire and cas­
ualty insurance, the conservation of natural resources, including wildlife, and the 
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protection of streams, rivers and airspace from pollution, and therefore declares 
the policy of the State to he: 

I. To adapt its laws and regulations to meet the new conditions in ways 
that will encourage the healthy development of industries producing or util­
izing atomic energy while at the same time protecting the public interest; and 

II. To initiate continuing studies of the need for changes in the relevant laws 
and regulations of the State by the respective departments and agencies of the 
State which are responsible for their administration; and 

III. To assure the coordination of the studies thus undertaken, particularly 
with other atomic industrial development activities of the State and with the 
development and regulatory activities of other states and the Government of 
the United States.' 

Sec. 3. R. S., c. 52-A, § 2, amended. Section 2 of chapter 52-A of the Revised 
Statutes, as enacted by section 1 of chapter 105 of the public laws of 1955, is 
hereby amended by adding thereto a new paragraph following the 4th paragraph, 
to read as follows: 

'The term "source material" means uranium, thorium or any other material 
which the Governor declares by order to be source material after the United 
States Atomic Energy Commission has determined the material to be such; or 
ores containing one or more of the foregoing materials, in such concentration as 
the Governor declares by order after the United States Atomic Energy Commis­
sion has by regulation so determined.' 

Sec. 4. R. S., c. 52-A, § 3, amended. Section 3 of chapter 52-A of the Revised 
Statutes, as enacted by section 1 of chapter 105 of the public laws of 1955, is 
hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 3. United States licenses or permits required. No person shall manu­
facture, construct, produce, transfer, acquire or possess any special nuclear 
material, source material, by-product material, production facility or utilization 
facility, or act as an operator of a production or utilization facility wholly within 
this State unless he shall have first obtained a license or permit for the activity 
in which he proposes to engage from the United States Atomic Energy Com­
mission if, pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act of J954, the Commission requires 
a license or permit to be obtained by persons proposing to engage in activities 
of the same type oyer which it has jurisdiction.' 

Sec. 5. R. S., c. 52-A, § 4, amended. The 1st paragraph of section 4 of chap­
ter 52-A of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section I of chapter 105 of the 
public laws of 1955. is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Each of the following departments and agencies of the State Government 
is directed to initiate and to pursue continuing studies as to the need, if any, for 
changes in the laws and regulations administered by it that would arise from 
the presence within the State of special nuclear materials, source materials, ~ 
by-product materials and radioactive materials, from the operation herein of 
production or utilization facilities, and, on the basis of such studies, to make~, 
such recommendations for the enactment of laws or amendments to law admin-
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istered by it, and such proposals for amendments to the regulations issued by it, 
as may appear necessary and appropriate.' 

Sec. 6. R. S., c. 52-A, § 4, sub-§ § IV -V, amended. Subsections IV and V 
of section 4 of chapter 52-A of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 1 of 
chapter 105 of the public laws of 1955, are hereby amended to read as follows: 

'IV. The State Highway Commission, particularly as to the transportation 
of special nuclear materials, source materials, ftoft4 by-product and radioactive 
materials on highways of the State. 

V. The Public Utilities Commission, particularly as to the transportation 
of special nuclear materials, source materials, ftoft4 by-product and radioactive 
materials by common carriers not in interstate commerce and as to the 
participation by public utilities subject to its jurisdiction in projects looking 
to the development of production or utilization facilities for industrial or 
commercial use.' 

Sec. 7. R. S., c. 52-A, § 5, amended. The 1st paragraph of section 5 of 
chapter 52-A of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 1 of chapter 105 of 
the public laws of 1955, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'The Governor and Council shall appoint a citizen of this State to serve as 
adviser to the Governor with respcet to atomic industrial development within 
the State; as coordinator of the development and regulatory activities of the 
State relating to the industrial and commercial uses of atomic energy and other 
forms of radiation; and as deputy of the Governor in matters relating to atomic 
energy and other forms of radiation, including participation in the activities of 
any committee formed by the New England states to represent their interest 
in such matters and also cooperation with other states and with the Government 
of the United States. The person so appointed shall have the title of Coordinator 
of Atomic Development Activities.' 

Sec. 8. R. S., c. 52-A, § 7, additional. Chapter 52-A of the Revised Statutes, 
as enacted by section I of chapter 105 of the public laws of 1955, is hereby 
amended by adding thereto a new section to be numbered 7, to read as follows: 

'Sec. 7. Agreements and cooperative arrangements authorized. Any appro­
priate department or agency may cooperate with the Federal Government in 
performing functions on behalf of the Federal Government relating to atomic 
energy, and in the administration of this chapter or any matter pertaining there­
to, and for that purpose may, with the approval of the coordinator, enter into 
agreements or cooperative arrangements with the Federal Government. 

Such department or agency may receive, administer and disburse any funds 
or contributions received from the Federal Government for the purposes men­
tioned herein.' 




