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Transmitted by Director of Legislative Research pursuant to joint order. 

NINETY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 914 

H. P. 648 House of Representatives, February 20, 1957. 
Referred to Committee on Welfare. Sent up for concurrence and 750 copies 

ordered printed. 
HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk. 

Presented by Mr. Rowe of Madawaska. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
FIFTY -SEVEN 

AN ACT Repealing Relative Responsibility in Old Age Assistance, Aid to the 
Blind and Aid to the Disabled. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. 1. R. S., c. 25, § 283, sub-§ VI, repealed. Subsection VI of section 283 
of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes is hereby repealed as follows: 

'J,L.f. +ffi~ fie ~ '* efl.H.e~ resffii~ ffi. Tftffi ~ tttt4 ~ .joe 3tlppOrt 
fiffir,' 

Sec. 2. R. S., c. 25, § 287, sub-§ II, amended. Subsection II of section 287 
of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'II. An individual sworn statement made on the part of each aeee33ible tt4tt# 
€#tM ef' spouse of said recipient and such statements shall include full infor
mation regarding individual income, assets and liabilities.' 

Sec. 3. R. S., c. 25, § 287, amended. The first sentence of the last paragraph 
of section 287 of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes is hereby amended to read 
as follows: 

'PFovidffi, lw II e, eF, t+ If the recipient is unable to obtain the sworn statement 
from ~ efl.i.M er spouse ft30 ftb.o.ve pm, iEleEl, then upon proof of his inability 
to do so, the Department shall determine whether such inability to do so is real 
and genuine, and if it decides that it is real and genuine, then the merits of his 
case shall be considered.' 

Sec. 4; R. S., c. 25, § 290, amended. The first sentence of section 290 of 
chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 
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'The Department may recover from ~ ~, eHilElfen 6f' spouse of any bene
ficiary under the provisions of sections 276 to 297, inclusive, who is able to 
support the said beneficiary but who fails to provide such support, in an action 
on the case for the amount expended by the Department for the said support.' 

Sec. 5. R. S., c. 25, § 294, amended. The first paragraph of section 294 of 
chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'The husband or wife, ~, motHef, ~fnnElflnfent, ~ 6f' ~fanEle11ilcl of a 
recipient of, or an applicant for, public assistance of any nature from the State 
shall, if of sufficient ability, be responsible for the support of such persons. In 
determining the ability of such felative spouse, his assets as well as his income 
shall be considered.' 

Sec. 6. R. S., c. 25, § 299, suh-§ VII, amended. Subsection VII of section 
299 of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'VII. Has no spouse flnfent§, ~ ~ 6f' eh:ilclfen residing· in this State 
and able to support him.' 

Sec. 7. R. S., c. 25, § 304, suh-§ II, amended. Subsection II of section 304 
of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'II. An individual sworn statement made on the part of the spouse f/tti'-en-ts
aft8, ~ a4~-F dTt+4 of said recipient residing in this State, and such state
ments shall include full information regarding individual income, assets and 
liabilities.' 

Sec. 8. R. S., c. 25, § 304, amended. The first sentence of the last para
graph of section 304 of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes is hereby amended 
to read as follows: 

'PfO, iElecl, HO II e, ef, i+ If the recipient is unable to obtain the sworn statement 
from such spouse, flnfent§ 6f' ~ ft5 tt-B€!¥e ~e4 then upon proof of his 
inability to do so, the Department shall determine whether such inability to do 
so is reasonable and if it decides that it is reasonable then the merits of his case 
may be considered.' 

Sec. 9. R. S., c. 25, § 308, amended. The first sentence of section 308 of 
chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'The Department may recover from ~ a4ttHo ~ 6f' eh:ilclfcn spouse 6f' 1*H"
eflots- of any beneficiary under the provisions of sections 298 to 318, inclusive, 
who is able to support the said beneficiary, but who fails to provide such sup
port, in an action on the case for the amount expended by the Department for 
the said support.' 

Sec. 10. R. S., c. 25, § 319-E, amended. The 2nd and 3rd paragraphs of 
section 319-E of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 30 o£ 
chapter 405 of the public laws of 1955, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'An application shall not be considered unless accompanied by an individual 
sworn statement made on the part of the spouse flnfent§ trn4 ~ ~ eh.1+4 
of said applicant residing in this State, and such statements shall include full 
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information revealing individual income, assets and liabilities. pfO'lifiefi 4M t+ 
If such applicant has previously applied and there are on file with the Depart
ment any of the necessary sworn statements, then the applicant need only fur
nish such additional sworn statements as the Department may require. 

If the applicant is unable to obtain the sworn statement from such spouse, 
jffi-F",fttfi 6f' ~ ..". ~e t*~ then upon proof of his inability to do so 
the Department shall determine whether such inability to do so is reasonable, 
and if it decides that it is reasonable, then the merits of his application may be 
considered. Any determination made under the provisions of this section shall 
be subject to the right of appeal by the applicant under the provisions of sec
tion 3I9-G.' 

Sec. II. R. S., c. 25, § 3I9-F, sub-§ V. Subsection V of section 3I9-F of 
chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes as enacted by section 30 of chapter 405 of 
the public laws of 1955, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'V. Has no spouse flttff~, tttli:+l-e efl.t.t4 '* ffittd~ residing in this State and 
able to support him;' 

Sec. 12. R. S., c. 25, § 3I9-K, sub-§ II, amended. Subsection II of section 
319-K of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes as enacted by section 30 of chapter 
cl·05 of the public laws of 1955, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'II. An individual sworn statement made on the part of the spouse 1:*tf'e~ 
~ ea-ffi tttltt4 ~ of said recipient residing in this State, and such state
ments shall include full information revealing individual income, assets and 
liabilities.' 

Sec. 13. R. S., c. 25, § 3I9-K, amended. The first sentence of the last parQ
graph of section 319-K of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes as enacted by sec
tion 30 of chapter 405 of the public laws of 1955, is hereby amended to read as 
follows: 

'Pfovified, fio" e. ef, t+ If the recipient is unable to obtain the sworn statement 
from such spouse, piuents '* ~14 ..". ~ pfovidffi then upon proof of his in
ability to do so, the Department shall determine whether such inability to do so is 
reasonable and if it decides that it is reasonable then the merits of his case may 
be considered.' 

Sec. 14. R. S., c. 25, § 3I9-M, amended. The first sentence of· section 31g-M 
of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes as enacted by section 30 of chapter 405 of 
the public laws of 1955, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'The Department may recover from fHt;" ~ efl.tM 6f' €fiildren the spouse 6f' 

pafents of any beneficiary under the provisions of sections 31g-A to 3I9-T, in
clusive, who is able to support the said beneficiary, but who fails to provide such 
support, in an action on the case for the amount expended by the Department for 
the said support.' 


