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NINETY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 793 

S. P. 296 In Senate, February 19, 1957· 
Referred to Committee on Constitutional Amendments. Sent down for con­

currence anel ordered printed. 
CHESTER T. WINSLOW, Secretary. 

Presented by Senator Silsby of Hancock. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
FIFTY -SEVEN 

RESOLVE, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution Abolishing Offices of 
Judge and Register of Probate as Constitutional Offices. 

Constitutional amendment. Resolved: Two-thirds of each branch of the 
Legislature concurring, that the following amendment to the Constitution of this 
State be proposed: 

Constitution, Article VI, Section 7, repealed. Section 7 of Article VI of the 
Constitution is hereby repealed as follows: 

'~.".. £leetioft tt-tt4 -t-eftl:tre €l.f ~ tHT4 ~gisteFs €l.f fl'Fobate r "'ffieoEt~. 
fi*l~s tt-n-4 registeFs €l.f ~fflol.m+e 5ftaH fle -e1ee+e4 -b,. +fie ~-ee~te €l.f tfl.etr T'~­
t-i¥e eomities, e,. tt ~tt+y e4 -t*e ¥6+eS ~ ±fl., fl·t ~ -Btei+f1ffi+ -eleetion fflT 

~ ~ ~~ ~ £efJteiTI~, .. TT4 4tttt ~ tfl.etr ~s ~ ~ ~, 
eoOFI1 FI1 eH-€-iftg oQft -H+e Ms4- 4tt;- €l.f J !UIMaf',. ~ nHer tfl.etr el e e tio ft. V aeaft ei e 5 
oee1:1FFil'lK ffi ~ e#t-ee5- e,. .,.l-ea"'fl., Fesignatio;] ~ ~eA'l·f.se, ~ -B-e 4H-le4 b" 
eleetiofi ffi ft1tl:i't-Ref' afofesaid ~ ~ £::pteC1hef -e1eetffi.tt, ~ tt#e-r tfteH; oQe­

e1:1rFeftee=: tt-tt4 ffi. T#e ffieaftt:me, ~ G.w-eF-!'l-eF, wt-t* Tfl.e fI-t!-vt€e ett4 eoQ~ €l.f 
Hte ~ffi, ffittJ'" 4H-J. ~ vae~,ft"ies e,. tl:flt'otfttR1e194-, ttH6- ~ r-efflt1ftS SoQ ttr­
~.t ~ ~ t#etF fl~5- tttt-tt+ t#e -itfflot 6ftj" e-f fa-r,tttH'J" ~4- tt*eF .ffl.e 
~fttl:~ffi..' 

Form of question and date when amendment shall be voted upon. Resolved: 
That the altermen of cities, the selectmen of towns and the assessors of the sev­
eral plantations of this State are hereby empowered and directed to notify 
the inhabitants of their respective cities, towns and plantations to meet in the 
manner prescribed by law for calling and holding biennial meetings of said 
inhabitants for the election of Senators and Representatives at the next general 
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or special state-wide election, to give in their votes upon the amendment pro­
posed in the foregoing resolution, and the question shall be: 

"Shall the Constitution be amended as proposed by a resolution of the Legisla­
ture Abolishing Offices of Judge and Register of Probate as Constitutional Of­
fices?" -

And the inhabitants of said cities, towns and plantations shall vote by ballot 
on said question, those in favor of the amendment voting "Yes" upon their bal­
lots and those opposed to the amendment voting "No" upon their ballots, and 
the ballots shall be received, sorted, counted and declared in open ward, town 
and plantation meetings and returns made to the office of the Secretary of State 
in the same manner as votes for Governor and members of the Legislature, and 
the Governor and Council shall count the same, and if it shall appear that a 
majority of the.inhabitants voting on the question are in favor of the amendment, 
the Governor shall forthwith make known the fact by his proclamation, and the 
amendment shall thereupon, as of the date of said proclamation, become a part 
of the Constitution. 

Secretary of State shall prepare ballots. Resolved: That the Secretary of 
State shall prepare and furnish to the several cities, towns and plantations ballots 
and blank returns in conformity with the foregoing resolve, accompanied by a 
copy thereof. 




