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NINETY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 786 

H. P. 559 House of Representatives, February 14, 1957· 
Referred to Committee on Welfare. Sent up for concurrence and ordered 

printed. 
HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk. 

Presented by Mr. Latno of Old Town. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
FIFTY -SEVEN 

AN ACT Relating to Elections in Penobscot and Passamaquoddy Tribes of 
Indians. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of :\Iaine, as follows: 

Sec. I. R. S., c. 25, § 338, repealed. Section 338 of chapter 25 of the Re­
vised Statutes is hereby repealed, as f ollo\'\"s : 

'~.~. ~.j. eeiTti'flt44-e-e eh05€-Tl- eTffl+ta++:r. ffi~ff~. A ~ eeffi-

¥iTt·H·ee e+ 4e .f!.e..H~ +rfee e+ ..j.ft4ta~ 4a-i+ ee c~10gen ;'HTl'l+ttt.J-lj", ffi 4rl-e 
fflefflft e+ N~ei', -tEl effl'\~ e-f ~ ffi~-eT9 e.f ~ ~e. ·Ne ffteffi~ e-f 
~ COfHFl9:it+ee 9~.j..j. ee ~ tflftft .z+ ~9 ..+ age. +fie ~ ffleffl~9 s-fttH..j. 
.se CBOSCfi ft10 tt ffieetifi!~· fl.e+6. tt9 .sCFci11aftCF proyide#.' 

Sec. 2. R. S., c. 25, § 339, repealed. Section 339 of chapter 25 of the Revised 
Statutes is hereby repealed, as follows: 

.~.~. Mectil9:gs-.fe¥ clcc4:ieft e+ €effifr1t-t+ee-; ee-rt:ftcates e+ e-l~~ ¥n:­

€-ancics. A ffle~ 4eT -Hte ~eft 6.f TttCffl-Bff9 e.f ~ €-fflTl:HH-tte-:" 9~7en -be 
ea+l-e4.sj" ~ COFl1fHissiolTff, -T'\Tfte 4a-i+ ~ ~ -t~ ift -the tmTHe fl1anftff 
it9 fte-t-fe.e e-f ~ ffle~ 4eT 4e dectiOl'l e+ g-El¥ernoF e.f ~ +ri.se i9 f'e~€+1 
TEl ee ~ ftI'I-("). ft10 ~ft ffi~ 9affi: €#ffifflissioncr Eli' 9eBe j"lefgeft &17-
poil'lted ffi 01 ritil'lg -B:r fl.i.ffl 4tt.j..j. pres~, Wfte s-fttH..j. receive, ~, ee-ttft4: ~ 
t1€e-l-ai'e ffi. ~ fnecting #ie "ffl+e gi¥Cft ffi. 4eT ffleffl.f.eF.s. e+ 9a-t4 €effl:fftt.H-ee. 
+fl.e ~ eefflffii-ttsioncr s+ta+t ~ eeT'4:~4-e-9 e.f ~eft 4:e 4:he fl~9 ~.,.; 
~, Wfte ~ ~ ~ tt9 B-H€ft ~9 +lTT.§ a-~ dee-t-ieft ~ ~I·, 
tH'I~9 -Hte+r +e¥ffl e.f efft.ee ffl ~ 4:-eTFl1in::tte4 -Bj" resignation Eli' -!oj" ~~ 
4:e ee ffleffl.sff9 e.f ~ -t-r+Be. WBcncvcr itfr;" ¥B:eaft€;" eee-tH'9 ffi9-fti4 eeffl~, 
+fIe eOll'lfHissiofter ~ etH+ a- fflceting e.f +fIe -tTffi.e 4:e fi.l.l. g.ttffi Y~le~:f!-ej".' 
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Sec. 3. R. S., c. 25, § 369, amended. Section 369 of chapter 25 of the Re­
vised Statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 369. Census of Penobscot Indians; annual meeting; notices; persons 
entitled to membership to be reported; correction of lists; compensation of com­
mittee. An accurate census of the Penobscot tribe shall be taken early each 
January by the tribal committee upon the best information which they can ob­
tain, ft5 flcfcinaftCf pfO tided stating-. as nearly as may be, the name, sex and 
age of each Indian as it existed on the I st day of such January, each family by 
itself. On or before the loth day of January, annually, the original, certified 
under oath, shall be delivered to the Commissioner, and a copy thereof to the 
Governor of said tribe for their use. On the 1st \Vednesday of January, an­
nually, the said committee shall hold a meeting- with said tribe on Old Town 
Indian Island. for receiving information from such of the tribe as may attend, 
as to the membership of the tribe, the identity of persons and the correctness of 
names"f~. Due notice in writing of the time and place of which meeting shall 
be given by said committee. At said meeting- 5 of said tribal committee shall 
constitute a quorum thereof-t tH't4 tffi ~ +54- We..i~J" 84 :FiffittttfJ" tHTTHffitty-, 
#te rni-ffi€S e4 a.J.+ 17ff~ €ftti.ttffi 4:e ffieffi-bef's-Rtp i:ffi~ ~ 17~ffifts e4 5-ee­

tteft ;Me ~tt t.e ~ed .s,. .foRe ~+ C01'lHHittee ffl -tlTe freFeeft ftttt50fi,5e4 ~ 
4-aw ~. -HHte t~ eeftStl:~ e4 ~ fiffl-e, rrR.,.j. 5fl&J.l ~f~ -!-Je ~ tffi t~ 
eefi5tt5 T'eJ.l.. 

Corrections of the list, by reason of births. deaths or omissions. may, as they 
come to the knowledge of the committee, be certified to the commissioner and 
he shall correct his list accordingly. ~ ttsT, se eeFf'e-eteEj., sfl&J.+, wtHt fli,~ fte­

~, t.e f'e~ ~ #te ~ffleffi. -A r-en5~ eempcf15ation ~ t.e 
~e. .f.o #te ffi.e.&J. eommittec .s,. #te efl+1-W:H55fflT;er tine. €R~~ffi· ffi fl;'" fte~, 
tH't4 tH-.lewffi tH't4 17ttffl. .f.o ~ ettt e.f· ~ ~te ffffi5tlry.' 

Sec. 4. R. S., c. 25, § 370, amended. Section 370 of chapter 25 of the Re­
vised Statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 370. Biennial election of tribe. Biennially on the even-numbered years, 
on the 1st Tuesday of September, the Penobscot Indians shall hold their election 
for the choice of governor and lieutenant g-overnor of said tribe, and a represen­
tative at the Legislature of this State, and a tribal committee to consist of 12 

members of said tribe each of whom must be at least 21 years of age. The gov­
,ernor shall preside over all meetings of the committee and be a member ex­
officio. In the absence of the governor, the lieutenant-governor shall preside. 
The Commissioner shall give notice of the time and place, 7 days before said 
day of election, by posting notices thereof, one at his office and one in some con­
spicuous place on Old Town Island. Said Commissioner shall receive, sort and 
count the votes given in at said election. in presence of the members of the tribe, 
and shall give to those elected certificates thereof. All persons so elected shall 
hold office for 2 years or until their successors are elected. Whenever any va­
cancy occurs the Commissioner shall can a meeting of the tribe to fill such va­
cancy.' 

Sec. 5. R. S., c. 25, § 371, amended. Section 371 of chapter 25 of the Re­
vised Statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 
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'Sec. 371. Biennial election. Biennially on the even-numbered years, on the 
1st Tuesday of October, the Passamaquoddy tribe of Indians shall hold their 
election for the choice of go, effWF8 governor and lieutenant go, eFl'lOF8 gover­
nor of said tribe, tHT4 a representative at the Legislature of this State, and a 
tribal committee to consist of 12 members of said tribe each of whom must be at 
least 21 years of age. The Governor shall preside over all meetings of the com­
mittee and be a member ex-officio. In the absence of the governor, the 
lieutenant-governor shall preside. The Commissioner shall give notice of the 
time and place, 7 days before said day of election, by posting notices thereof 
€ffle ftT flffl e4fl.ee tHT4 ~ in some conspicuous place on the reservations at 
Pleasant Point and Peter Dana's Point. Said Commissioner shall receive, sort 
and count the votes given in said election, in the presence of members of the 
tribe, and those elected shall be given certificates therefor. All persons so elected 
shall hold office for 2 years or until their successors are elected. Whenever any 
vacancy occurs the Commissioner shall call a meeting of the tribe to fill such 
vacancy.' 

Sec. 6. R. S., c. 25, § 371-A, additional. Chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes 
is hereby amended by adding thereto a new section to be numbered 371-A, to read 
as follows: 

'Sec. 371-A. Census of Passamaquoddy Indians. An accurate census of the 
Passamaquoddy tribe shall be taken early each January by the tribal committee 
upon the best information which they can obtain, as hereinafter provided, stat­
ing, as nearly as may be, the name, sex and age of each Indian as it existed on 
the 1st day of such January, each family by itself. On or before the loth day 
of January, annually, the original, certified under oath, shall be delivered to the 
Commissioner, and a copy thereof to the governor of said tribe for their use. 
On the 1st Wednesday of January, annually, the said committee shall hold a 
meeting with said tribe, for receiving information from such of the tribe as may 
attend, as to the membership of the tribe, the identity of persons and the correct­
ness of names; due notice in writing of the time and place of which meeting 
shall be given by said committee. At said meeting 5 of said tribal committee 
shall constitute a quorum thereof, 

Corrections of the list, by reason of births, deaths or omissions, may, as they 
come to the knowledge of the committee, be certified to the Commissioner and 
he shall correct his list accordingly.' 




