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NINETY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 702 

S. P. 263 In Senate, February 13, 1957. 
Referred to the Committee on Sea and Shore Fisheries, sent down for concur­

rence and ordered printed. 
CHESTER T. WINSLOW, Secretary 

Presented by Senator Wyman of Washington. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
FIFTY -SEVEN 

AN ACT Relating to the Duties of the Commissioner of Agriculture Re Sardine 
Canning Inspection Law and Standards of Contents of Cans. 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, the sardine industry is one of the important 
industries of the State; and 

\J\fhereas, the packing or canning of sardines is a seasonal operation extending 
fr0111 April I5th to December 1st of each year; and 

Whereas, maintaining and improving quality of the manufactured product 
and clarification of and improvement in standards of quality are desirable for 
both consumers and packers and will strengthen this important industry; and 

\Nhereas, the inspection conducted by the Commissioner of Agriculture bene­
fits both the packers and the public in helping to maintain and improve the 
quality of this important food product; and 

Whereas, it is desirable to change the law which makes use of inspection 
certificates mandatory after April I5, I956 so that such use will be voluntary; 
and 

Whereas, it is desirable and necessary that changes in the law affecting the 
packing of sardines and inspection thereof should be in effect at the beginning 
of the packing season or as soon thereafter as possible so that the benefits of 
such changes may be realized promptly and so that uniform policies can be fol­
lowed during the entire packing season; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency 
within the meaning of the Constitution of :\hine and require the following legis-
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lation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health 
and safety; now, therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. I. R. S., C. 32, § 261, amended. The 3rd paragraph of section 261 of 
chapter 32 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 3 of chapter 174 of the 
public laws of 1955, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Beginning April 15, ~ 1958, the Commissioner ~ may issue a certificate 
for each lot of sardines, as defined in the applicable code plan on file with him, 
stating the fact of his inspection, the date of inspection, the code, the number of 
containers in the lot, the number of cans inspected, and the quality or grade of 
said lot, which said certificate shall be prima facie evidence of the facts therein 
stated. M licensee 5fl,!H+ 5€++, ~, 4e+i¥cr ffi' 4T;ot~ ~5-5ffi* '* f€ffl......-e 
~ ~ tUfisaietl8+t ..+ #re ~fTHT1'ts~ &tt;" 5-il:f4ffi.e.s. ~ ~ft it ~ -r+a* 
ffl ~e4 tffi~ fHl4 ~ 5-tt€* ee-t'fi~ 5*!H+ ~ ~oflo i5~ #rer~ 
Certificates shall be issued only to those packers who make written request to the 
Commissioner, which requests must state that the applicant applies for cer­
tificates for the entire seasonal output of the year in which the application is 
made, or for the entire output of the balance of such season if the application 
is made after the season has begun, and such application shall include all plants 
operated by the individual, corporation or company making the application.' 

Sec. 2. R. S., C. 32, § 262, amended. Section 262 of chapter 32 of the Hc­
vised Statutes is hereby amended by inserting after the 1st sentence thereof, a 
new sentence, as follows: 

'The inspection fee herein provided for may be increased by the Commissioner 
after consultation with the Sardine Industry Advisory Board to an amount not 
to exceed 5C per case, in the event the fee of 3C per case is not adequate to cover 
the cost of such inspection, but such increased fee shall be reasonable and shall 
cover as nearly as may be possible the cost of such inspection.' 

Sec. 3. R. S., c. 32, § 263, amended. The 1st 6 paragraphs of section 263 of 
chapter 32 of the Revised Statutes, as amended by chapters 174 and 208 of the 
public laws of 1955, are hereby further amended to read as follows: 

'The minimum count of fish per ~ size keyless can, whether packed in oil. 
mustard sauce, tomato sauce or other packing medium, shall be 4 fish, and in all 
such cans the heads of all fish shall be removed by cutting. No broken fish 
shall be packed. ~ ~i'tH:HTr ~~ ..+ ffi+ 5~ .e.e ~ ~~~ ~oflo '* r~~ 
~ ~ ~ +ee * ~ eB:fT9 The oil feeding device or mechanism shall deliver 
to the Y4 size keyless cans oil at a rate of not less than 19.66 cubic centimeters of 
oil per can. The minimum count of fish for Y4 size cans shall be 4 fish aM #re 
ffiiniffitlffi Ej:tlflHtity ~ ffi:-:stafa ffi' ~t-8 ~ 5ffit++.e.e ~ ~ ~oflo ~ r~~ 
~ C~ ~ ,*g '* ~~. The mustard sauce feeding device or mechanism 
shall deliver to the ¥4 size cans mustard sauce at a rate of not less than 2 ounces 
of mustard sauce per can and the tomato sauce feeding device or mechanism 
shall deliver tomato sauce to the ¥4 size cans at a rate of not less than 2 ounces 
of tomato sauce per can. ~ &++ * ~ ~ ~ 5Mail'leS flaelreEi ~ t13ffiat13 
ffi' ffi~ ~, ~ ~ .e.e ~ ~ ~floflo ~ ~*45 ~ t13ffiat13 ffi' ffitlstafEi 
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~ ~ ~ 64 ~ * ~ e-!tH-S The mustard sauce feeding device or mech­
anism shall deliver mustard sauce to all 74 size cans at a rate of not less than 
one ounce of mustard sauce per can and the tomato sauce feeding device or 
mechanism shall deliver tomato sauce to all 74 size cans at a rate of not less than 
one ounce of tomato sauce per can. After the packing process is completed, the 
fish sealed in the cans shall be free from defects, no detached heads or tails 
present. PFe, i€le€l, he ,<,eveF, t*a-f ~ When less than 5 fish are packed in a 
1:4 size keyless can, there shall be plainly and permanently lithographed thereon 
in letters and numerals not less than Ys inch in height a statement clearly indi­
cating that the contents are 4 fish or 4 sardines and the packer shall so offer 
sllch cans for sale. 

The minimum count of ftS:l per }~ size key can, whether packed in oil, mustard 
sallce, tomato S~lt1Ce or other packing medium, shall he 5 fish. In all key cans 
the heads of all fish shall be removed by cntting, and in all key cans packed 
with less than 8 fish the tails shall be removed by cutting or shall be neatly 
trimmed. ='Jo broken fish shall be packed. +he fliHttH.-1tffi1o ~~ 64 ~ ~ 
+,-e ~ .J.€!l'9 ~ "5' p(fflftcis 1*f' ett~ 64 ~ * ~ *e;r. e-!tfTS-. +*e fTlffTitRtiffio 

~~ e~ Ht~ ~ ~4.-. s-fH:tee s-*a-++ ~ fi€~ +-ess- d'H'tfT e fl~ ~ ~ 
#} -fee * ~ *e:t €-ftfTS The oil feeding device or mechanism shall deliver oil to 
all 74 size key cans at a rate of not less than 24.5 cubic centimeters of oil per 
can. The minimum count for ~4 size cans shall be 4 fish ii+l-4 .ffie *r~ttTfT ~fT­
~:t ,>+ ffl'&&t"H1'4 ~'¥ ffi.ffiH~ 5iH·t€ .. e ~J..l.. .Be -fHv>t- -hes;-, ;~afT f> ?"ffi-e~ ~+' ~e 64 
'"Ig:;"T 5-~ €-ft-e",. The mustard ::>auce feeding device or mechanism shall deliver 
mustard sauce to all ~4 size key cans at a rate of not less than one ounce of mus­
tard sauce per can and shall deliver mustard sauce to all % size cans at a rate of 
not less than 2 ounces of mustard sauce per CDn. The tomato sauce feeding device 
or mechanism shall deliver tomato sauce to all Y4 size key cans at a rate of not less 
than one ounce of tomato sauce per can and shall deliver tomato sauce to all % 
size cans at a rate of not less than 2 ounces of tomato sauce per can. After the 
packing process is completed, the ftsh sealed in the cans shall he free from de­
fects. no detached heads or tails present. 

-¥~ "-Htfl-e:t f,'ffl4e" fm:'F4ift~, #w fI'liffi~ €@tl-e~ fl+ 4'lS-±1-~ 7"~ ~ €TIft ~ 
+,e j ~A ";'J.l. 4'14 -s4a+J. ffl¥€ *eiH~fl T'e~4 ~c~i-e~, ~fT4 tft fI.++ €-fift:-! tJf!4e4 
~~ ~·e5fl -t-!-Rft g 4'15* -t4e ~d~ f':H-ttj..J. -4e f'Cffl.,.v·e# ~ €-H#i~ ... r- e4,."J.l. .J".e +1-ef\:-Hy 
-H-iffiHte4. :±'+te +l'ri-etffitHTl- "1-ltaft~.f ~ fl# ~a+I- .§.e ~ J.e~ f~<t-e 5~~' fl&'clft.ts ftei' 
€ft5t' ..+ +eEl * 5~ €Tl~. ~ +h-e ~-eg 1*st'e.,.,.,. ffl ~ffltH-e-t-e4, #i-e .fi.4 
~it.J.e.+ -ift #i-e ",ft" ~;fl.a.J..J. ~ free 4¥6ffi 4e.fe~, rn.. 4e~€±te4 ~4fl ~ ~ ~-s­
ett+. 

+ft fla~~ .. .J..J. ~tH-le9 ~ ~e5-, +!t-e flt:lali::y 64 ~e 6# ~ t.e +& ~­
flee4 it "tffiHt€ "''''~ ~" fi-lF.-ee-f ffi. ~ a'fT4 ~ ~ 5fi.a.J.l. fH'!4o ~affi. 
~Fe t4itft +f+e 64 +% 64 fre-e +ftHy aet4, &1' it ~ i:H'Ia€lt:llteffi~e4 ~ e.eafT 
~, rea~ ..t.J.. ~ .,f.I, @oF f\:tt;" ~~ ~ fH'!4o ~ #i-e ~ 64 "tffi-m-e 
~w" C9ttOl,see4~. +fi-e .,_~ 64 ~ ~~ ~ ~ t.e 64 ~ ~ 
~-e +.e;;> 5fleeifie ~ravity. 

In packing all sardines, the quality of the vegetable salad oil used shall be a 
pure, edible vegetable oil, which shall be clear and thoroughly refined. It shall 
be a deodorized oil free from rancidity, objectionable flavor and shall satis-
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factorily stand the 5 hour cold test, so called. Its color shall not be darker than 
7 lovibond units. The oil shall have a free fatty acid content of not more than 
.07% and shall retain a satisfactory flavor after heating to 400 0 Fahrenheit. 
In packing all sardines, the olive oil used shall possess a typical greenish to light 
yellow color and shall possess a free fatty acid content, calculated as oleic, of 
not more than 1.4%. The olive oil shall be free of defects and possess a g:ood 
typical odor and a good typical flavor. In packing all sardines, the tomato 
sauce used shall possess a fairly good red tomato color and shall be free of de­
fects and shall possess a fairly good tomato puree (tomato pulp) flavor. It 
shall have not less than 8.37% salt-free tomato solids and a specific gravity of 
not less than 1.035. 

The minimum count of fish, which may be any size, per #1 oval can, 
commonly known as a one pound or IS-ounce oval can, whether packed in tomato 
sauce, mustard sauce or other packing medium, shall he not less than 4 fish. The 
heads of all fish shall be removed by cutting. No broken fish shall be placed in 
cans. +fte fflifflflTttffl ~-1±ft~+;- ..+ l'ly1:lstare ~, -t6ffl~~ -!M-1:l€e @"F ~F ~*­
~ HT€~ 5fta++ ~ ~ keg. -tfl.ttft ~ @"1:lft~ ~ €aft. +*e ~Gality ~ to!~ttt() 
~ ~ .e.e ft8f +e-es- +!Taft +.68 5f1eeHte ~i+;-. The device or mechanism feed­
ing oil, mustard sauce, tomato sauce or other packing medium shall deliver the 
mustard sauce, tomato sauce, oil or other packing medium to all # I oval cans, 
commonly known as one pound or Is-ounce oval cans, at a rate of not less than 
2 ounces per can. 

The minimum count of fish per 8-ounce oval can, whether packed in tomato 
sauce, mustard sauce or other packing medium, shall be not less than 4 fish. 
The heads of all fish shall be removed by cutting. No broken fish shall be 
packed. ++'e fi't~-tH* €f1:lal'ltit) ~ l'l'I1:lstar4 ~, ~~ -!MtKe er ~ ~­
ffig' ffle4tttffi ~ .e.e ftef +e-es- ~ft + ~ fJeF €aft. +f.e ~j" ~ feiTl-a~ 
~ ~ .e.e ftef +ees- -tfl.ttft +.68 ~~ ~Tavity The device feeding mustard 
sauce, tomato sauce, oil or other packing medium shall deliver mustard sauce, 
tomato sauce, oil or other packing medium to all 8 ounce oval cans at a rate of 
not less than one ounce per can. Sardines thus packed shall be plainly and con­
spicuously marked "MAINE SARDINES.'" 

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this act 
shall take effect when approved. 




