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NINETY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 196 

S. P. 86 In Senate, January 24, 1957. 
Referred to Committee on Public Health. Sent down for concurrence and or

dered printed. 
CHESTER T. WINSLOW, Secretary. 

Presented by Senator Fournier of York. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
FIFTY -SEVEN 

AN ACT Relating to Registration of Podiatrists. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. I. R. S., c. 68, § 37, sub-§ I, ~ B, amended. Paragraph B of subsection 
I of section 37 of chapter 68 of the Revised Statutes is hereby amended to read 
as follows: 

'B. To a physician, dentist, podiatrist or veterinarian ;' 

Sec. 2. R. S., c. 68, § 38, sub-§ I, amended. The 1st sentence of subsection 
I of section 38 of chapter 68 of the Revised Statutes, as amended by chapter 292 
of the public laws of 1955, is hereby further amended to read as follows: 

'An apothecary, in good faith, may sell and dispense narcotic drugs to any per
son upon a written prescription, or an oral prescription in pursuance to regula
tions promulgated by the United States Commissioner of Narcotics under fed
eral narcotic laws in effect on t.ft.e e#eeti, e 4&t-e ~ -tftffl. ft€+ August 20, 1955, 
of a physician, dentist, podiatrist or veterinarian, dated and signed by the per
son prescribing on the day when issued and bearing the full name and address 
of the patient for whom, or of the owner of the animal for which, the drug is 
dispensed, and the full name, address and registry number under the federal 
narcotic laws of the person prescribing, if he is required by those laws to be so 
registered. ' 

Sec. 3. R. S., c. 68, § 38, sub-§ III, amended. Subsection III of section 38 of 
chapter 68 of the Revised Statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'III. An apothecary, only upon an official written order, may sell to a phy
sician, dentist, podiatrist or veterinarian, in quantities not exceeding one ounce 
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at anyone time, aqueous or oleaginous solutions of which the content of nar
cotic drugs does not exceed a proportion greater than 20% of the complete 
solution, to be used for medical purposes.' 

Sec. 4. R. S., c. 68, § 39, sub-§§ I, III, amended. Subsections I and III of 
section 39 of chapter 68 of the Revised Statutes are hereby amended to read as 
follows: 

'I. Physicians, dentists and podiatrists. A physician €!t' i'::, dentist or a podia
trist, in good faith and in the course of his professional practice only, may 
prescribe, administer and dispense narcotic drugs, or he may canse the same 
to be administered by a nurse or interne under his direction and supervision.' 

'III. Return of unused drugs. Any person, who has obtained from a physi
cian, dentist, podiatrist or veterinarian any narcotic drug for administration 
to a patient during the absence of such physician, dentist, podiatrist or veteri
narian, shall return to such physician, dentist, podiatrist or veterinarian any 
unused portion of such drug when it is no longer required by the patient.' 

Sec. 5. R. S., c. 68, § 41, sub-§ I, amended. The rst paragraph of subsec-
tion I of section 4I of chapter 68 of the Revised Statutes is hereby amended to 
read as follows: 

'Every physician, dentist, podiatrist, veterinarian or other person \vho is au
thorized to administer or professionally use narcotic drugs shall keep a record 
of such drugs received by him, and a record of all such drugs administered, 
dispensed or professionally used by him otherwise than by prescription. 1 t 
shall H-6'\-l€'. ef be deemed a sufficient compliance with the provisions o[ this 
subsection if any such person using small quantities of solutions or other 
preparations of such drugs for local application shall keep a record of the 
quantity, character and potency of such solutions or other preparations pur
chased or made up by him, and of the dates when purchased or made up, with
out keeping a record of the amount of such solution or other preparation ap
plied by him to individual patients.' 

Sec. 6. R. S., c. 68, § 42, sub-§ II, amended. Subsection II of section 42 of 
chapter 68 of the Revised Statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'II. Whenever an apothecary sells or dispenses any narcotic drug on a pre
scription issued by a physician, dentist, podiatrist or veterinarian, he shall 
affix to the container in which such drug is sold or dispensed, a label showing 
his own name, address and registry number, or the name, address and registry 
number of the apothecary for whom he is lawfully acting; the name and ad
dress of the patient or, if the patient is an animal, the name and address 
of the owner of the animal and the species of the animal; the name, ad
dress and registry number of the physician, dentist, podiatrist or veterinarian 
by whom the prescription was written; and such directions as may be stated 
on the prescription. No person shall alter, deface or remove any label so 
affixed. 

Sec. 7. R. S., c. 68, § 43, amended. Section 43 of chapter 68 of the Revised 
Statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 43. Authorized possession of narcotic drugs by individuals. A person 
to whom or for whose use any narcotic drug has been prescribed, sold or dis-
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pensed by a physician, dentist, podiatrist, apothecary or other person authorized 
under the provisions of section 37, and the owner or the person having the cus
tody or control of any animal for which any such drug has been prescribed, sold 
or dispensed by a veterinarian, may lawfully possess it, except when in use, only 
in the container in which it was delivered to him by the person selling or dis
pensing the same.' 

Sec. 8. R. S., c. 68, § 49, sub-§ IV, amended. Subsection IV of section 49 
of chapter 68 of the Revised Statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'IV. .1'\·0 person shall, for the purpose of obtaining a narcotic drug, falsely 
assume the title of, or represent himself to be, a manufacturer, wholesaler, 
apothecary, physician, dentist, podiatrist, veterinarian or other authorized per
son.' 

Sec. 9. R. S., c. 74, § I, repealed and replaced. Section I of chapter 74 of 
the Revised Statutes is hereby repealed and the following enacted in place there
of: 

'Sec. I. Examiners of Podiatrists. The Examiners of Podiatrists, as hereto
fore appointed and hereinafter in this chapter called the "Examiners," shall be 2 

members of the Board of Registration in Medicine together with 2 podiatrists 
appointed by the Governor with the advice and consent of the Council. The 
Chairman of the Board of Registration in Medicine shall act as Chairman of the 
Examiners and the secretary-treasurer of the Board of Registration in Medicine 
shall act as secretary-treasurer of the Examiners. The podiatrists appointed by 
the Governor shall be appointed for a term of 4 years from a list submitted by 
the Podiatry Association of Maine. Appointments shall be spaced so that the 
term of one of the podiatry members of the Board shall expire every 2 years. 
The podiatrists selected shall at the time of their appointment have been actively 
engaged in the practice of podiatry for a period of at least 2 years.' 

Sec. 10. R. S., c. 74, § 10, repealed and replaced. Section IO of chapter 74 
of the Revised Statutes, as amended by section 4 of chapter 26I of the public 
laws of I955, is hereby repealed and the following section enacted in place 
thereof: 

'Sec. 10.. Definitions. The practice of podiatry is defined as the diagnosis 
and treatment of the human foot by medical, mechanical or surgical means with
out the use of anesthetics other than local except that the use of local anesthetic 
shall be restricted to use only by those podiatrists who have been granted a 
doctorate degree from a school approved by the Examiners. A podiatrist is 
defined as one who administers any such aforesaid treatment to the human foot. 
The words "podiatrist" and "chiropodist," "podiatry" and "chiropody" shall be 
construed to be synonymous herein.' 

Sec. II. R. S., c. 74, § 8-A, additional. Chapter 74 of the Revised Statutes 
is hereby amended by adding thereto a new section to be numbered 8-A, to read 
as follows :: 

Sec. 8-A. Narcotics. With the approval of the Bureau of Narcotics, a po
diatrist duly licensed in the State of Maine and a graduate of an accredited school 
of podiatry recognized by the National Association of Chiropodists, who has 
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been granted a doctorate degree, shall be privileged to apply for license and 
therefore to prescribe narcotic drugs in the treatment of ailments of the human 
foot.' 




