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NINETY-SEVENTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1548 

S. P. 580 In Senate, May 12, 1955. 
Received hv unanimous consent. Under ~uspension of rules, read twice and 

passed to be "engrossed without reference to a committee. Ordered sent forth­
with to the House. 

CHESTER T. WT~SLOW, Secretary. 
Presented hy Senator Reid of Kennebec. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
FIFTY-FIVE 

RESOL VE, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution to Clarify Voting by 
Persons in Military Service. 

Constitutional amendment. Resolved: Two-thircls of each Branch of the 
Legislature concurring. that the follmving' amendment to the Constitution of 
this State be proposed: 

Constitution, Art. IX, Section 12, repealed. Section 12 of Article IX of the 
Constitution is hereby repealed as follows: 

'F et'titffl~. V ()tin~ -l-l,. pei'~ ffl fflotlitHrf ;:;~ ~ COURty officer.;. ~ 
~eft!of e+ ~ ~, ~ 4e¥~ ffl -Hte fflH-tffiry' seT¥tee e+ -Hte Ul'liteci 
~~, '*' e+ -HTjs ~, fH'I4 flo€loio ffl -Hte regulllr iH'flTY' e+ ~ -Yfflte4 ~, ~ 
t-l+kr'.vi .• e qualifieci elector:;, ~ t;.e aHo" eci T6 ~ ~ ~ tt1'l4 registers 
e+ ~~, Eifteriffs, fH'I4 tH+ eTfl.ei= comity officers, 6ft -Hte ~ MORcta) ffl 
£CVteffi+teF hiel'll'liHlIy ~~. ATt4 -Hte ~ f4t.a.J.I. -lte ~ ftT -Hte 5"ttffle -tffite 
~ ffl -tfte sttflTe ffial'lRer, ~ -Hte ~s e+ -Hte Eie, Hal canciiciates 4tH+ t;.e 
ttftl'lted '*' writteR tffl ~ 5-H:ffle ~~ wt+J.t ~ ~ go, erRor, EleRator;:;, 
att# rettJ'ffiel9:ffl~, a;:; ~e4 ffl ~eTffifl. ~ e+ ~ ;:;~ e+ ~ 
cOft.itituti!-H'l-.' 

Form of question and date when amendment shall be voted upon. Resolved: 
That the aldermen of cities, the selectmen of towns and the assessors of the 
several plantations of this State are hereby empowered and directed to notify the 
inhabitants of their respective cities, towns and plantations to meet in the man­
ner prescribed by law for calling and holding biennial meetings of said inhabi­
tants for the election of Senators and Representatives at a special state-wide 
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election to be held on September 12. H)55. to give in their Yotes upon the amend­
ment proposed in the foregoing resolution. and the question shall he: 

"Shall the Constitution be amended as proposed hy a resolutir!ll oi the 1.egis­
latme to clarify voting by persons in militClry service?" 

And the inhabitants of said cities. to\yns and plantations shall vote hy hallot 
on said question, those in fanH 0' the amendment voting "Yes" upon their bal­
lots and those opposed to the amendment \'oting "No" upon their ballots. and 
the ballots shall be received. sorted, counted and declared in open \yarcl, to\\"n and 
plantation meetings and returns made to the Office of the Secretary of State 
in the same manner as votes for Governor and Members of the Legislature, amI 
the Governor and Council shall count the same, and if it shall appear that a 
majority of the inhabitants voting on the question are in favor of the amend­
ment, the Governor shall forthwith make known the fact by his proclamation. 
and the amendment shall thereupon. as of the c1ate of said proclamation. hecome 
a part of the Constitution. 

Secretary of State shall prepare ballots. Resolved: That the Secretary of 
State shall prepare and furnish to the several cities. towns and plantations bal­
lots and blank returns in conformity with the foregoing resolve. accompanied 
by a copy thereof. 




