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NINETY-SEVENTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 1333

H. P. 1135 House of Representatives, March 16, 1955.
Referred to Committee on Public Health. Sent up for concurrence and ordered
printed.
HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk.
Presented by Mr. Edgar of Bar Harbor.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED
FIFTY-FIVE

AN ACT Amending the Laws on Registration of Podiatrists.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:

Sec. 1. R. S, c. 74, § 4, amended. Section 4 of chapter 74 of the revised
statutes is hereby amended to read as follows:

‘Sec. 4. Examination; requirements. KExcept as otherwise provided in this
chapter, any person before engaging in the practice of podiatry shall be examined
as to his qualifications. Each applicant shall, at least 1o days before the date of
his examination, present to the secretary of the Board of Registration in Medi-
cine an application for a license to practice podiatry on a form prescribed by the
examiners and containing satisfactory proof that said applicant is at least 21
yers of age, of good moral charcter and is & gradunte of & sehool of podiatey
W%W%W%ﬁ%e&%y%ﬁ%é%bﬁﬁ%le%
than 8 menths each und which 15 approved by said examiners that he has re-
ceived a certificate of graduation from a legally incorporated, regular established
school of podiatry, recognized by the Council of Education of the National As-
sociation of Chiropodists, having a minimum requirement of not less than 4
consecutive years of 8 months each of scholastic attendance, nor shall such ap-
plicant be entitled to registration and certificate unless such applicant shall have
had, prior to the beginning of his course in podiatry, as a minimum requirement,
a g-year course in a recognized high school or its equivalent and 1 year in a
legally recognized school or college of the Liberal Arts or of the Sciences.

The applicant shall then be required to pass an examination in the subjects of
anatomy, chemistry, dermatology, diagnosis, materia medica, pathology, physi-
ology, surgery and clinical and orthopedic podiatry, limited in scope so as to
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cover only the requirements for the practice of podiatry as defined in this chapter.
Examinations of applicants for a license to practice podiatry shall be held at the
same times and places as examinations of applicants for registration as physi-
cians and surgeons are held.’

Sec. 2. R. S, c. 74, § 7, amended. Section 7 of chapter 74 of the revised
statutes is hereby amended to read as follows:

‘Sec. 7. Certificates displayed. Every applicant who shall satisfactorily meet
the requirements for license to practice podiatry, as provided in this chapter
shall be granted a certificate under the seal of the Board of Registration in
Medicine 51gned by the chairman and secretary, which certificate shall entitle
the person to whom it is graunted to practice podiatry anywhere in this State,
Every such certificate shall e conspicuously displayed at the place of practice of
such person; and every renewal certificate for the current year shall be displayed
in connection with the original certificate. Rerosns Heensed to practice po-
digtry, rxshe-ﬁem?fevﬁded- shall not use the #itle “Doetor” or the letters
“B+.” as & prefi=. A podiatrist licensed in accordance with the provisions of this
chapter may use the word “Doctor” or the letters “Dr.” when followed by the
word ‘“Podiatrist” or “Chiropodist,” only if he is a graduate of a school ap-
proved by the Beard of Examiners, or if graduated prior to the establishment
of a board of examiners, then from a school approved for examination and
registration in the state in which the school was located.’

Sec. 3. R. S, c. 74, § 8, amended. Section 8 of chapter 74 of the revised
statutes is hereby amended to read as follows:

‘Sec. 8. Suspension or revocation of license. Any license to practice po-
diatry may be suspended or revoked by the examiners when the licensee has been
convicted of an act involving moral turpitude; and may be suspended or re-
voked when, after a hearing by the said examiners, of which the licensee shall
have had notice at least 10 days before the date of such hearing, it shall be found
by the vote of at least 5 members of said examiners that the licensee used fraud
in procuring his license or has used untruthful or improbable statements to pa-
tients or in advertisements; or, by unanimous vote, that the licensee is incom-
petent to practice podiatry ; but +he or that the licensee is flagrantly advertising
himself or his work, whether through newspapers or other periodicals, or by
circular, postcard or over the radio, television or otherwise.

A podiatry license may be revoked for violation of any of the following rules
of practice:

I. A podiatrist shall not practice podiatry in conjunction with any business,
such as a shoe store or beauty parlor.

II. A podiatrist shall refrain from all forms of specific guarantee.

II1. A podiatrist shall in his professional role represent himself to the public
as a podiatrist and as such shall practice within the legal bounds and priv-
ileges thereof.

IV. The following titles shall be considered ethical and correct:
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A. Dr. John Doe, Podiatrist (or Chiropodist);
B. John Doe, D.S.C.;
C. John Doe, D.S.C., Podiatrist (or Chiropodist).

V. A podiatrist shall practice only in his individual personal capacity, alone
or in association with a licensed practitioner of this or another of the healing
arts, but under his own name and not as a corporation.

VI. Letterheads and other office listing shall display no more than name,
title, address, phone number and office hours.

VII. Telephone listings shall not be in bold type or in display form of any
kind.

VIII. A podiatrist shall not advertise, as such, through any medium; but
professional cards shall not be considered as advertising if same contain only
the podiatrist’s name, title, address, phone number and office hours.

IX. Lettering on doors, windows and any signs shall be in keeping with the
size and style deemed ethical by colleagues in similar professional practices.
Neon signs shall be considered as advertising, in bad taste, and are prohibited.

X. Announcement cards of opening a new office, closing of an office or
change of location may be inserted in newspapers or sent direct by mail, pro-
vided same be in keeping with size, style, frequency and duration of those
ethical by colleagues in similar professional practices.

XI. Advertising prices, free services or free examinations are specifically
prohibited.

XII. A podiatrist shall refrain from any conduct generally considered unpro-
fessional or unethical by the learned professions.

The said examiners may, after a lapse of 6 months, at their discretion, reis-
sue a license which has been suspended or revoked.’

Sec. 4. R. S, c. 74, § 10, amended. Section 10 of chapter 74 of the revised
statutes is hereby amended to read as follows:

‘Sec. 10. Definitions. The practice of podiatry is defined as the external
treatment of the structure of the human foot by medical, mechanical or surgical
means without the use of anaesthetics other than sweh local aneestheties as are
feeeg-meeé to hewe mo immedinte, eumulative, peisemeous, hermiul of o¥s-
temte aetton; except that the use of local anaesthesia shall be restricted to use
only by those podiatrists who have been granted a Doctorate degree from a
school approved by the examiners. The words “podiatrist” and “chiropodist”
and “poditary” and “chiropody” as used in this chapter shall be construed to
be synonomous.

A podiatrist is defined as one who administers any such aforesaid treatment
to the human foot.’
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Sec. 5. R. S, c. 66, § 7, amended. The 2nd sentence of section 7 of chapter
66 of the revised statutes is hereby amended to read as follows:

‘Unless duly registered by said Board, no person shall prefix the title “Doctor”
or the letters “Dr.” or append the letters “M.D.” to his name or use the title of
doctor or physician in any way, excepting that any member of the Maine Osteo-
pathic Association may prefix the title “Doctor” or the letters “Dr.” to his
name when accompanied by the word “Osteopath,” or any member of the Maine
State Chiropractors’ Association or any chiropractor duly licensed by this State
may prefix the title “Doctor” or the letters “Dr.” to his name when accompanied
by the word “Chiropractor,” or any dentist duly licensed by this State may pre-
fix the title “Doctor” or the letters “Dr.” to his name, or any optometrist duly
licensed under the laws of this State may prefix the title “Doctor” or the letters
“Dr.” to his name when accomparnied by the word “Optometrist,” or any podia-
trist duly licensed under the laws of this State may prefix the title “Doctor” or
the letters “Dr.” to his name when accompanied by the word “Podiatrist” or
“Chiropodist,” when permitted such right by the laws governing the practice of
podiatry.’





