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NINETY-SEVENTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 313 

H. P. 302 House of Representatives, February I, 1955. 
Referred to COl1lmittce on Judiciary. Sent up for concurrence and 750 copies 

orderecl prin ted. 
HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk. 

Presented by 1[r. MacDonald of Rumford. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
FIFTY-FIVE 

RESOL VE, Proposing Amendments to the Constitution Changing the Date of 
the General Election and Changing the Tenure of Office of the Governor to 
Four-Year Terms. 

Constitutional amendments. Resolved: Two-thirds of cach hranch of the 
Legislature concurring, that the following amendments to the Constitution of 
this Statc be proposed: 

Constitution, Article II, § 4, amended. The first sentence of Section 4 of 
Article T I of the Constitution is herebv amended to read as follows: 

'The election of t;~'ffiffi', senators and representatives shall be on the 3eeO\~d 
M~it:v' fTf ·~ .. et'·t-effi-b-er Tuesday following the first Monday of November bien­
nially forever and the election of governor shall be on the Tuesday following 
the first Monday of November every four years.' 

Constitution, Article V, Part First, § 2, amended. Section 2 of Part First of 
.Article V of the Constitution is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Section 2. Election and term of office. The governor shall be elected by 
the qualifled electors, and shall hold his office for t-w<" four years from the first 
\Veclncsday 0 i January next following the election and shall not be eligible to 
succeed himself.' 

Constitution, Article V, Part First, § 3, amended. The first and second sen­
tences of Section .3 of Part First of Articlc V of the Constitution are hercby 
amended to read as follows: 

'The meetings [or election of governor every four years shall be notified, held 
and regulated, and votes ~hal1 he received, sortecl, counted, declared and re-
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corded, in the same manner as those for senators and representatives. They shall 
be sealed and returned into the secretary's office in the same manner, and at the 
same time every four years as those for senators.' 

Constitution, Article VI, § 7, amended. Section 7 of Article VI of the Con­
stitution is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Section 7. Election and tenure of judges and registers of probate; vacancies. 
J uc1ges and registers of probate shall be elected by the people of their respective 
counties, by a plurality of the votes given in, at the biennial election on the 
5e€oRd Monday ~ ~~ Tuesday following the first Monday of Novem­
ber, and shall hold their offices for four years, commencing on the first clay of 
January next after their election. Vacancies occurring in saicl offices hy death, 
resignation or otherwise, shall be fIlled by election in manner aforesaid at the 
.£eptem~)er November election, next after their occurrence; and in the meantime, 
the governor, with the advice and consent of the council, may fill said vacancies 
by appointment, and the persons so appointed shall hold their offices until the 
first day of January next after the election aforesaid.' 

Constitution, Article IX, § 10, amended. The first paragraph of Section IO 

of Article IX of the Constitution is hereby amended to read as follovvs: 

'Sheriffs shall be elected by the people of their respective counties, by a 
plurality of the votes given in on the 's~ftd. Moftfoin.,- ~ .£~~ Tuesday 
following the first Monday of November, and shall hold their offices for two 
years from the first day of January next after their election, unless sooner re­
moved as hereinafter provided.' 

Constitution, Article IX, § 12, amended. Section I2 of Article IX of the Con­
stitution is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Section 12. Voting by persons in military service for county officers. But 
citizens of this state, absent therefrom in the military service of the United 
States, or of this state, and not in the regular army of the United States, being 
otherwise qualified electors, shall be allowed to vote for judges and registers of 
probate, sheriffs, and all other county officers, on the secol1d MoTl4tt;" ffi Septem­
fJ.er Tuesday following the first Monday of November biennially forever. And 
the votes shall be given at the same time and in the same manner, and the names 
of the several candidates shall be printed or written on the same ballots with 
those for ~O'¥ei'fiffi', senators and representatives, as provided in section four of 
article second of this constitution.' 

Constitution, Article X, § 4, amended.. Section 4 of Article X of the Consti­
tution is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Section 4. Amendments to constitution. The legislature, whenever two 
thirds of both houses shall deem it necessary, may propose amendments to this 
constitution; and when any amendments shall be so agreed upon, a resolution 
shall be passed and sent to the selectmen of the several towns, and the assessors 
of the several plantations, empowering and directing them to notify the in­
habitants of their respective towns and plantations, in the manner prescribed by 
law, at the next biennial meetings in the month of &ept~ November, or to 
meet in the manner prescribed by law for calling and holding biennial meetings 
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of said inhabitants for the election of senators and representati yes, on the 
5~ M€ffl~ ffi. ~*,~F Tuesday following the first Monday of N ovem­
ber following the passaage of said resolve, to give in their votes on the ques­
tion, whether sllch amendment shall be made; and if it shall appear that a ma­
jority of the inhabitants voting on the question are in favor of such amendment, 
it shall become a part of this constitution.' 

Effective date. Resolved: That the amendments herein proposed, if adopt­
ed, shall determine the ter111 of office of g'oyernor to be elected at the election in 
Novemher, 1958, as well as the terms of governors thereafter to be elected and 
the first election under the amend11lents herein proposed, if adopted, shall be in 
the year H)S8. 

Form of questions and date when amendments shall be voted upon. Resolved: 
That the aldermen 0 r cities, the selectmen of towns and the assessors of the 
several plantations of this State are hereby empowered and directed to notify 
the inhabltants of their respective cities, towns and plantations to meet in the 
manner prescribed by law for calling' and holding biennial meetings of said in­
habitants for the election of Senators and Representatives at the next general 
or special state-wide election, to give in their votes upon the amendments pro­
posed in the foregoing resolution, and the questions shall be: 

1. •. Shall the constitution be amended as proposed by a resolution of the 
legislature to change the date of the general election?" 

2. .. Shall the constitution be amended as proposed by a resolution of the 
legislature changing the tenure of office of the governor to four-year terms?" 

And the inhabitants of said cities, towns and plantations shall vote by ballot 
on each 0 f said questions, those in favor of the aamendments voting "Yes" upon 
their ballots and those opposed to the amendments voting "No" upon their bal­
lots, and the ballots shall be received, sorted, counted and declared in open 
ward. town and plantation meetings and returns made to the office of the Sec­
retary of State in the same manner as votes for governor and members of the 
Legislature, and the Governor and Council shall C011nt the same, and if it shall 
appear that a majority of the inhahitants voting on each respective question are 
in favor of the amendment, the Governor shall forthwith make known the fact 
by his proclamation, and the amendment shall thereupon, as of the date of said 
proclamation, and the amcndment shall thereupon, as of the date of said procla­
mation, become a part of the Constitution. 

Secretary of State shall prepare ballots. Resolved: That the Secretary of 
State shall prepare and furnish to the several cities, towns and plantations bal­
lots and blank returns in conformity with the foregoing resolve, accompanied 
by a copy thereof. 




