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NINETY-SEVENTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislatiive Document No. 126 

H. 1'. 123 Honse of Representatives, January 20, 1955. 
I\cferred to Cummittee un Taxation. Sent up for concurrence and ordered 

printed. 
HAI\\'EY R. PEASE, Clerk. 

Presented by ~\Ir. \Yinchenpaw of Friendship. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
FIFTY-FIVE 

AN ACT Relating to Excise Tax on Aircraft. 

Emergency preamble. \Vhereas. local assessors make their assessments III 

.\pril; and 

\Vherea:;, the TO\\"11 ot" Uwls I-lead especially needs the funds that would be 
derived from this tax; and 

\Vhereas, the United States Government turned over this Naval Airport to 
the City of Rockland as the Rockland Municipal Airport. which consists of ap
proximately 19 buildings and 390 acres of land in the town of Owls Head; and 

\ \'hereas, the City of Rockland has leased part of the airport to private indus
try: and 

\Vhereas, the town of Owls Head believes that they should receive some 
revenue from tax assessment on the building's used as private warehouses, stor
age plants and manufacturing operations and the land on which they are lo
cated: and 

\Vherea;, the Town of Owls Head is entitled to be able to make an assess
ment on April 1st: and 

\Yhereas, the lower court has given a judgment in favor of Owls Head against 
one private operator but was appealed to the Supreme Court; and 

\Vhereas, in the judg'ment of the legislature these facts create an emergency 
\\"ithin the meaning of the Constitution of illaine and require the follO\ving 
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legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, 
health and safety now, therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

R. S., c. 22, § 52, repealed and replaced. Section 52 of chapter 22 01 the re
vised statutes is hereby repealed and the following enacted in place thereof: 

'Sec. 52. Tax paid before registration. No motor vehicle or aircraft owned 
or controlled by a resident of this State, excepting only motor vehicles or air
craft owned and operated by charitable, benevolent, literary or scientific organi
zations which are used exclusively in carrying on charitable, benevolent, lit
erary or scientific work in the State, shall be registered under the provisions of 
this chapter or under chapter 24 until tlIe owner or person controlling the same 
has paid the excise tax as herein provided. 

Every motor vehicle owned by a resident of this State shall be subject to ex
cise tax in the municipality where the owner resides. Every nonresident person 
registering a motor vehicle in this State shall pay to the municipality of the 
state where he is occasionally or temporarily residing, or if there be no such 
residing place, then to the state the excise tax above provided. A foreign cor
poration registering a motor vehicle or any person registering aircraft in this 
State shall pay to the municipality of the state where said motor vehicle or air
craft is customarily kept, or if there be no such customary place of keeping, 
then to the state, the excise tax hereinbefore provided for. If such payment is 
made to the State, the Secretary of State is authorized to receive the same and 
to give a receipt therefor, or, in the case of aircraft, the Aeronautics Commis
sion is authorized to receive the same and to give a receipt therefor.' 

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this act 
shall take effect when approved. 




