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NINETY-SEVENTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 105 

H. P. 97 House of Representatives, January 20, 1955. 
Referred to the Committee on Highways, sent up for concurrence and ordered 

printed. 
HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk 

Presented by :'lr. Ferguson of Hanover. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
FIFTY-FIVE 

AN ACT Correcting Appropriations for State Aid and Bridge Act Apportion
ments to Conform with New State Valuations. 

Emergency preamble. 'Whereas, acts passed without an emergency clause do 
not take effect until late in the summer, and, 

vVhereas, towns must make their road appropriations early in the spring, and 
road building must start early in the season, and 

\Vhereas, a delay in the road program would be caused if this act did not take 
effect immediately, and, 

\Vherea:;, this delay would be detrimental to the public peace, health and 
saiety, ancl, 

\Vhereas, in the judgment of the legislature, these facts create an emergency 
\vithin the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legis
lation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health 
and safety; 11m\" therefore, 

Be it enacted hy the People of the State of :'1aille, as follows: 

Sec. I. R. S., c. 23, § 44, amended. Section 44 of chapter 23 of the revised 
statutes is herebv amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 44, Appropriations by towns desiring state aid. If any town desires 
state aid, as provided by this chapter, for the building or permanent improve
ment of one or more of its state, or state aid highways, such towns may raise 
and appropriate in addition to the amounts regularly raised and appropriated for 
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the care of ways, highways and bridges the following amounts on account of 
which state aid shall be paid: 

Towns ha \"ing a valuation of ¥ee,8EI8 $400,000 or less may appropriate any 
amount not exceeding :r30o; towns havil1g" a valuation of oyer lj;-2ee,~ $400,000 

and not over ~,eee $1,600,000 llIay appropriate any amount not exceeding" 
$533; towns having a valuation of over $~,eee $1,600,000 and not over 
~+,eee,eee $2,000,000 may appropriate an amount not exceeding $()oo; anel 
towns having a valuation of over $+,ee3,e'*1 $2,000,000 and not over &;;:',eee,\<)Hi'! 
$6,000,000 may appropriate in adclition to the sum a i $600 an additional Sl1ll1 () i 
$66 for each $=eEl,eee $400,000 or i I"action thereof valuation in excess 0 i 
$+,eee,eee $2,000,000; to\\"ns haying a valuation of m"er ~,eee,eee $6,000,000 

and not over ~,eee,e88 $8,000,000 ma:" appropriate not exceeding $1,333; and 
towns having a valuation of over ~,eeE"eee $8,000,000 may appropriate ill addi
tion to the sum of $r,333 an additional sum 110t exceeding ;;;133 for each addi
tional $+,eee,eee $2,000,000 or fraction thereof of additional \"aluati011.' 

Sec. 2. R. S., c. 23, § 46, amended. Section 46 of chapter 23 oj the re\"ised 
statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 46. Apportionment to each town. The Commission, from the funcl 
provided for the improvement of state aid roads, shall to each town which has 
conformed to the provisions of sections 44 and 45, for each dollar so appro
priated, apportion the following amounts: to each town having" a valuation oj 
~e,eee $400,000 or less. $3.50 for each clollar appropriated by said town; 
to each town having" a valuation of over $eee,eee $400,000 and not oyer ~ee,eee 
$1,600,000, $2 for each dollar appropriated by said town; to each town having a 
valuation of over ~g88,eee $1,600,000 and not over $+,888,eee $2,000,000, $r .75 
for each dollar appropriated by said town; to each town having a valuation of 
over ~,eee,eee $2,000,000 and not over $+,;288,888 $2,400,000, $1.55 i or each 
clollar appropriated by said town; to each town having a yaluation of over 
~,;2ee,eee $2,400,000 and 110t over $+,~ree,eee $2,800,000, $I.35 for each dollar 
appropriated by said town; to each town having a valuation of over $+,-j-88,eee 
$2,800,000 and not over $+,i'lee,eee $3,200,000, $r.2o for each dollar appropriated 
by said town; to each town having' a valuation of O\'er $+,4ee,eee $3,200,000 and 
not over $+,~,eee $3,600,000, $1. TO for each dollar so appropriated by said 
town; and to each town haying a valuation of oyer $+,~,eee $3,600,000, $1 for 
each dollar so appropriated by said town. The money appropriated by tovn1S 
applying for state aid as hereinbefore proyiclecl, with the amount apportioned 
by the Commission as hereinbefore proyicled, shall constitute a joint fund for the 
construction and improvement of the state or state aid highways in such to\\"ns.' 

Sec. 3. R. S., c. 23, § 109, amended. The 1st paragraph of section roC) of 
chapter 23 of the revised statutes is hereby amended to reae! as j ol1o\\"s : 

'Tbe cost of construction of a bridge huilt or rebuilt under the provisions of 
sections lOS to rr6, inclusive, section 118 and sections r20 to 122, inclusi\"e, 
shall be divided as follows: when the cost of said construction makes a tax 
rate of 5" 2Yz mills or less on the valuation of the town last made hy the State 
Tax Assessor, 45% hy the tOl\"n, 30% by tbe county in which said tr)\yn is located 
and 25% by the State; when the tax rate determined as above is 'foe 5 lllills, the 
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cost shall be borne as follows: 40% by the town, 30% by the county and 30% 
by the State; when the tax rate determined as aboye is +5' 7Yz mills, the cost shall 
he horne as follows: 35 % by the tOWI1. 30% by the county and 35 % by the 
State; when the tax rate determined as above is "*' IO mills, the cost shall be 
borne as [ollo\ys: 3uro by the tOWI1, 3°70 by the coullty and 40% by the State; 
when the tax rate determined as aboye is 38 IS mills, the cost shall be borne 
as follows: 25% by the town, 30% by the county and 4570 by the State; when 
the tax rate determined as aboye is ~ 20 mills, the cost shall be borne as follows: 
200/0 hy the town, 3°70. by the county and 50% by the State; when the tax rate 
determined as abcl\e is f.)8 30 mills the cost shall be borne as follows: 15% by 
the town, 30% by the county and 55 % by the State; when the tax rate deter
mined as abo\e is ;.i.e 40 mills, the cost shaH be borne as follows: 12% by the 
town, 30% by the county and 58% by the State; when the tax rate determined 
as above is +e8 50 mills, the cost shall be borne as follows: 1070 by the town, 
30% hy the county and 00% by the State. For intermediate tax rates the per
centage of cost to be borne by the town and State shall be proportional, C0111-

puted to the nearest tenth of 1 %. \Vhen the tax rate determined as above is over 
+ee 50 mills, the to\\'n shall pay a fixed sum, equivalent to +0/,,. Yz of 170 of its 
state yaluation, the county 30/0 of the cost of construction and the State the bal
ance. The cost of reconstruction of a hridge owned and maintained wholly by 
the county, hut located in a town or organized plantation, shall be borne as 
follows: 50% hy the county and 50% by the state.' 

Emergency clause. J 11 view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this act 
shall take effect ",hen approved. 




