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NINETY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 1539

S. P 504 In Senate, April 29, 1953
Reported by Senator Wight of Penobscot from the Committee on Inland

Fisheries and Game and printed under Joint Rules No. 10.
CHESTER T. WINSLOW, Secretary

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED
FIFTY-THREE

AN ACT Relating to Rules and Regulations of the Department of Inland
Fisheries and Game.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:

R. S, c. 33, § 5,amended. Section 3 of chapter 33 of the revised statutes,
as revised, is hereby amended to read as follows:

‘Sec. 5. Rules and regulations; how issued. M hemever It is the intent
of the legislature that whenever any existing conditions adversely affect the
fish in waters in any part of the state, the commissioner, with the advice
and approval of the advisory council, shall make such regulations as may be
deemed remedial of any such adverse conditions, in the manner hereinafter
provided :

Petitions stating the conditions affecting the fish and the regulations
which are desired as a remedy may be addressed to the commissioner, by a
majority of the municipal officers or 25 citizens of the municipality in which
the waters exist; or if the waters are in an unorganized territory, by a ma-
jority of the county commissioners of the county in which said waters exist;
or the commissioner may investigate the conditions adversely affecting the
fish in any waters in any part of the state. Fhis petition shall be filed in
the office of the commisstoner the ot day of September of esh year.

Hearing shall be held in the several counties during the pertod from Sep-
tember #5th to December Htth, tnclusive, of the year o whiek within 3
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weeks after said petition has been filed, before the commissioner or such
subordinate officer of the department as the commissioner may designate, at
a date and place to be designated by the commissioner.

Notice of the hearings to be held and the time and place thereof shall be
by publication once a week for 2 successive weeks prior to the hearing in a
newspaper published in the county where said hearing is to be held, and if
no paper is published there, in a newspaper having statewide circulation.

After hearing pursuant to the petitions filed, the commissioners, with the
advice and approval of the advisory council, shall make such regulations as
may be deemed remedial of any adverse conditions proven to exist at the
time of said hearing sueh reguletions to become effective on Januasy ot
of the year mext following the date of the petitton. The commissioner shall
cause the regulations to be reduced to writing, and published the same once
a week for 2 successive weeks in a newspaper published in the county where
the waters are situated and which are affected thereby, or if no paper is
published there, in a newspaper having statewide circulation the tast pubh-
eation bein priof to January +5t, folowins the date of the petitton. The
commissioner shall file a certified copy of said regulations with the secre-
tary of state and with the clerk of the superior court of the county in which
the waters affected thereby are situated.

If an unusually large concentration of fishermen should occur on any one
of the waters in this state, so that the supply of fish in those waters might
be depleted, the commissioner may declare an emergency and order a hear-
ing held at a time and place to be designated by him, and shall cause notice
thereof to be published at least 5 days prior to the hearing in a newspaper
published in the county where the water is situated, and if no newspaper
is published in that county, then the notice shall appear in a newspaper hav-
ing statewide circulation. After the hearing, the commissioner may promul-
gate regulations providing for the times, number, weight and manner in
which fish may be taken from such waters. He shall reduce the regulation
to writing and provide for the expiration date thereof, and shall cause notice
of the same to be published, the regulations to take effect upon the day fol-
lowing the publication thereof. A certified copy of the regulations shall be
filed with the secretary of state and with the clerk of the superior court in
the county in which the water is situated.

- Whenever any river, brook or stream or part thereof is stocked with game
fish by the department of inland fisheries and game, the commissioner may
close said waters by rule and regulation for not more than 3 weeks for a
reasonable distance above and below the stockmg point. These waters shall
be so posted by the department.
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Whoever violates any provisions of this section or any rule or regulation
issued under the provisions of this chapter shall be penalized under the pro-
visions of section 119





