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NEW DRAFT AND NEW TITLE OF H.P. 542-L. D. 523 

NINETY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1403 

H. P. 1218 House of Representatives, March 31, 1953 
Reported by Mr. Stanwood from the Committee on Sea and Shore Fish

eries and printed under Joint Rule No. IO. 

HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
FIFTY-THREE 

AN ACT Relating to the Digging of Marine Worms in Alna, Edgecomb, 
Newcastle and Wiscasset. 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts of the legislature become effective 
90 days after adjournment; and 

Whereas, it is vitally necessary to conserve the flats in Alna, Edgecomb, 
Newcastle, and Wiscasset; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the legislature these facts create an emer
gency within the meaning of the constitution of Maine and require the fol
lowing legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the pub
lic peace, health and safety; now, therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. 1. Digging of marine worms in the town of Alna, Edgecomb, New
castle and Wiscasset. No person shall dig or take marine worms within 
the limits of the towns of Alna, Edgecomb, Newcastle and Wiscasset, in all 
the county of Lincoln, unless he has been a resident of one of these respec
tive towns for at least 6 months, with the following exception. A person 
may dig or take up to 50 marine worms in a given day for his own use as 
bait. 

Sec. 2. Resident dealers' licenses required; definition. No person, firm 
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or corporation shall buy marine worms within the limits of the towns of 
Alna, Edgecomb, Newcastle and Wiscasset, unless he is a resident dealer of 
one of these respective towns ancl obtains a resident dealers' license from 
the municipal officers of the town of his residence, who are authorized to 
issue such license, without fee. Provided further, that any dealer's license 
issued through error, misrepresentation or misstatement shall be void and 
shall be surrendered on demand of the municipal officers of the town is
suing such license. 

Sec. 3. Penalty. Any person who digs or takes marine worms contrary 
to the provisions of this act or obtains a dealer's license through fraud, 
misstatement or misrepresentation shall be punished by a fine of not less 
than $rn, nor more than $mo and costs, or by imprisonment for not more 
than 30 clays, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this 
act shall take effect when approved. 




