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Transmitted by Director of Legislative Research pursuant to joint order. 

NINETY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1284 

H. P. 1134 House of Representatives, March 4, 1953 
Referred to the Committee on Judiciary, sent up for concurrence and or

dered printed. 
HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk 

Presented by Mr. Fuller of Bangor 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
FIFTY -THREE 

AN ACT Relating to Discrimination at Places of Public Resort or 
Amusement. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

R. S., c. 124, § 44, amended. Section 44 of chapter 124 of the revised 
statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 44. Discrimination by reason of race, color, religious creed, an
cestry or national origin at places of public accommodation. No person, 
being the owner, lessee, proprietor, manager, superintendent, agent or em
ployee of any place of public accommodation, resort or amusement shall 
directly or indirectly by himself or another, refuse, withhold from or deny 
to any person any of the accommodations, advantages, facilities or priv
ileges thereof, or directly or indirectly, by himself or another, publish, 
issue, circulate, distribute or display, in any way, any advertisement, circu
lar, folder, letter, book, pamphlet, written or painted or printed notice or 
sign, of any kind or description, intended to discriminate against or actu
ally discriminating against persons of any race, color, religious sect, creed, 
class, denomination, ancestry or llati8llality national origin, in the full 
enjoyment of the accommodations, advantages, facilities or privileges of
fered to the general public by such places of public accommodation, resort 
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or amusement. The production of any such advertisement, circular, folder, 
letter, book, pamphlet, written or painted or printed notice or sign, purport
ing to relate to any such place and to be made by any person being the 
owner, lessee, proprietor, manager or superintendent thereof, shall be pre
sumptive evidence in any civil or criminal action that the same was author
ized by such person. 

A place of public accommodation, resort or amusement within the mean
ing of this section shall ~ EieemeEi ~ ifieluEie ftft1" ffi.ft, Ii fietfieF eSHEiueteEi 
~ -tM eHteFtaiHMefit, hsusiHg, @F lS8giHg ~ tFaHsieHt ~, @F ~ -tM 
BeHeftt, it5o@ @F aeesMHls8atisH ~ ~ seelfiHg ~, FeeFeatisH, @F 

~, ftft1" FestauFaHt, ~ ~, ~ eSH te, aHee @flo ~ @F ~, 

Blitfihsuse, ~ ~, tftelitFe, fMto4 ~ fl.a.l+ mean any establishment 
which caters or offers its services or goods to, or solicits patronage from 
members of the general public. 

WStftiHg i-fl. ~ seetisH eSHtaiHe8 ~ ~ eSfistFtte8 ~ flFSftisit -tM 
tnailiftg ~ ft flFir, ate eSHlH!URieatisft i-fl. "FitiHg, ~ i-fl. Fesflsftse ~ ft 
s~eeiHe ;; Fitts!! iflEttliYJ. 

Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of this section or who 
shall aid in or incite, cause or bring about, in whole or in part, the viola
tion of the provisions of this section shall, for each and every violation, be 
liable to a penalty of not more than $500, to be recovered in an action on 
the case by the person aggrieved thereby or by any resident of this state to 
whom such person shall assign his cause of action, in any court of compe
tent jurisdiction in the county in which the plaintiff or the defendant shall 
reside; and any such person shall also for every such offense be punished 
by a fine of not more than ~ $500, or by imprisonment for not more 
than 30 days, or by both such fine and imprisonment.' 




