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Transmitted by Director of Legislative Research pursuant to joint order. 

NINETY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1110 

S. P. 409 In Senate, February 25, 1953 
Referred to the Committee on Judiciary, sent down for concurrence and 

ordered printed. 
CHESTER T. WINSLOW, Secretary 

Presented by Senator Broggi of York 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
FIFTY-THREE 

AN ACT Relating to Public Utility Rates. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

R. S., c. 40, §§ 16, 17, amended. Sections 16 and 17 of chapter 40 of the 
revised statutes are hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 16. Public utility to furnish safe and reasonable facilities; charges 
reasonable and just. Every public utility is required to furnish safe, rea­
sonable and adequate facilities. The rate, toll or charge, or any joint rate 
made, exacted, demanded or collected by any public utility for the convey­
ance or transportation of persons or property between points within this 
state, or for any heat, light, water or power produced, transmitted, de­
livered or furnished, or for any telephone or telegraph message conveyed, 
or for any service rendered or to be rendered in connection with any public 
utility, shall be reasonable and just ~ ~ 4H-e Hm.siEiet'BotifJR ~ ~ 
~ ~ &++ t+s ~er-t;-~ .r ~ ~ tliet'efJR, +t.. ~ ~fl4 ~ftt fH; 

.r ~ e8Reem, flt1siReSS Hs*, fHT4 Eie~t'eeiBoti8R. Every unjust or un­
reasonable charge for such service is prohibited and declared unlawful. 

Sec. 17. Valuation of property made for fixing rates. The commission 
shall fix a t'eBosfJRBoflle value upon all the property of any public utility used 
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or required to he used in its service to the public within the state whenever 
it deems a valuation thereof to be necessary for the fixing of ~ just and 
reasonable rates, tolls and charges; and ffl ofRoB:~ such valuation i+ ~ 
~ ~ e+ iH't1' fepofts, fe<;ElfaS, @.yo ~ infElfR'I!!:ti~ 8:, 8:il8:fJle ~ i+ 
ffl -Hte ~ ~ iH't1' 9-ta-te ",#teeT @.yo ~ may be based upon the original 
cost of such property when first devoted to the public use less depreciation.' 
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