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NINETY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 926

S. P. 309 In Senate, February 18, 1953
Referred to the Committee on Judiciary, sent down for concurrence and
ordered printed.
CHESTER T. WINSLOW, Secretary
Presented by Senator Robbins of Aroostook

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED
FIFTY-THREE

AN ACT Amending the Election Laws.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:

Sec. 1. R. S, c. 3, § 16, amended. Section 16 of chapter 3 of the
revised statutes, as amended, is hereby further amended by adding after
the ¢th sentence thereof a new sentence to read as follows:

‘If a person becomes 21 years of age between the last day of the open ses-
sion and the closing of the polls on election day, his name may be added at
any time without personal appearance if the board is satisfied that he is
otherwise qualified.’

Sec.2. R.S,c. 3,§ 35 amended. Section 35 of chapter 3 of the revised
statutes is hereby amended to read as follows:

‘Sec. 35. Assessors to prepare lists of voters and deliver to selectmen,
In every town where the selectmen are not assessors, the assessors, on or
before the +s¢ das of Awusust 20th day of May in each year in which an
election, including primary elections, of governor, senators, and repre-
sentatives, is held, shall prepare a list of the persons whom they judge to
be constitutionally qualified to vote therein at such election, and deliver it
to the selectmen.’

Sec. 3. R. S, c.3,§ 36, amended. Section 36 of chapter 3 of the revised
statutes is hereby amended to read as follows:
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‘Sec. 36. Selectmen to prepare corrected list. The selectmen of every
town, on or before the +¥th dax of “rugust 15t day of June in every such
year, shall prepare a corrected list of persons qualified as provided in the
preceding section, and shall, on or before the 15th day of August in such
year, correct and revise said list.’

Sec. 4. R. S, c. 3,8 37, amended. Section 37 of chapter 3 of the revised
statutes is hereby amended to read as follows:

‘Sec. 37. Sessions of selectmen to correct lists; notice. In every town,
having by the census of the United States, then last taken, more than 3,000
inhabitants, the selectmen shall be in open session to receive evidence of the
qualifications of persons claiming the right to vote at any primary election
deseribed 7 seetton 35 and for the correction of such list, for a reasonable
time, on not more than 2 days, between the +rth and +2th days of Lugust
1st and 7th days of June in every such year, giving previous notice of the
time and place of each session, as their town meetings are notified. The
selectmen of every such town shall be in open session again for at least 1
day between the 2nd and 3rd Monday in August for the same purpose.’

Sec. 5. R.S,c. 3,8 38, amended. Section 38 of chapter 3 of the revised
statutes is hereby amended to read as follows:

‘Sec. 38. Lists to be deposited with clerk and posted. On or before the
1oth day of June and on or before the 2oth day of August in every such
year, the selectmen shall deposit in the office of the town clerk an alpha-
betical list of voters prepared and revised as provided for in the preceding
sections, and post a certified copy thereof in one or more public places in
the town.’

Sec. 6. R. S, c. 3, § 39, amended. The last sentence of section 39 of
chapter 3 of the revised statutes, as amended, is hereby further amended to
read as follows:

‘At any regular session provided for by sections 37, 41, 42, and 46, the
selectmen shall place on the list of voters the name of every person known
by, or proved to them to be so qualified, whether he applies therefor or not,
including such persons who will become 21 years of age on or before elec-
tion day.’

Sec. 7. R. S, c. 4, § 12, amended. Section 12 of chapter 4 of the re-
vised statutes is hereby amended to read as follows:

‘Sec. 12. Exceptions. The provisions of the ++ g preceding sections
shall not apply to towns of less than 2,000 inhabitants, nor to cities where-
in the calling and holding of caucuses is regulated by special law.’
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Sec. 8. R.S,c. 4,8 34, amended. Section 34 of chapter 4 of the revised
statutes, as amended, is hereby further amended to read as follows:

‘Sec. 34. Return of expenditures; false statement deemed to be perjury;
limitation of miscellaneous expenditures; penalty for failure to make re-
turns. 4owel Every candidate pesinated in any primary election who has
incurred expenses to the amount of $5 or more shall witk his aeceptanee
send to the secretary of state within 7 days after said primary election the
following return by him subscribed and sworn to:

"RETURN OF EXPENDITURES
To the Secretary of State:

“1, , of , nomaated candidate {or the office of

, at the primary election held on June , 19, on oath

depose and say that the following is a true and perfect return of all ex-

penditures by me made, or liabilities by me incurred for any purpose what-

ever in connection with my said reminatien, of the procurement thereot
campaign, before, at, or since said primary election.

£

The total amount thereof was
The aforesaid amount is made up of the following:

Printing
Clerk hire
Newspaper advertising
Radio advertising
Television
Hall rent
Soliciting agents
Postage
Felegrams
Telephones and Telegrams
Stationery
Express
Traveling expenses
Hotel bills
Transporting voters
Miscellaneous

Total

L L P h O 6 R B0 AR RS SR

Of the above, the following are itemized:
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PRINTING

Name. Date. Amount.

(The subdivisions of clerk hire, newspaper advertising, radio advertising,
television, hall rent, soliciting agents, telegsams telephones and telegrams.
stationery, express, traveling expenses, ess hotel bills and transporting
voters shall follow the foregoing form.)

MISCELLANEOUS

Name. Date. Amount. Purpose.

I further depose and say that no person, firm, association, committee,
organization, or corporation has with my knowledge or consent paid any
sum, or incurred any liability, other than such as are included in reports
filed with the secretary of state as required in section 37 of chapter 4 of the
revised statutes, to procure, or to aid in procuring, my nomination afese-

Seriet,

Dated AD. 19, .
State of Maine, A.D. 19
County, ss.
Personally appeared and made oath that the foregoing

return by him signed is true.
Before me,

Notary Public
Justice of the Peace.”

If any statement in such return is wilfully false, it shall be deemed to he
perjury and shall be punished accordingly. No expenditures shall be so
made, or liabilities be so incurred, except for the purposes named in such
return. The subdivision “Miscellaneous” shall not exceed 10% of the
total amount expended and shall include no items not legitimate under the
provisions of sections 1 to g, inclusive, of chapter 8; subsections IV and V
of section 4 of chapter 8, as applied to primary elections, are to be construed
as if reading as follows: “IV. Of renting and furnishing rooms to be used
by candidates or their political agents, and for the reasonable entertainment
and refreshment exclusive of alcoholic beverages, of political agents;” “V.
Of compensating clerks and other persons employed in candidates’ rooms
and at the polls.” Political agents of candidates appointed under the pro-
visions of said sections shall, within #5 7 days after the date of the primary
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election, make to the secretary of state the return required by this section
of candidates, and the form of the return shall be varied accordingly.
Candidates who are their own political agents need not make a separate
return in the latter capacity. Any political agent failing to make return
within the time required shall be punished by a fine of $25 for each day he
is in default, unless he shall be excused by the court, but such failure shall
not avoid nor affect the nomination of the candidate. The returns afore-
said shall be open to public inspection for 1 year and then he destroyed.
$he£&4ﬂfee£ﬁﬂjﬁeaad%dﬂ%e%eﬁ¥ea%ﬁ%ﬁ#=eéﬁ%%%ﬁe4%
the preceding seetion shall render his pomination weid. Iineh eandidnte
ﬁ%ﬁ&eé&aany?e%wﬁw%% within +5 days efter the
date of suek convention fle with the secretary of state a returs similer
tr formn to that Lereinbefore set -ﬁ-eﬁ-* and the fatlure of BRY persenr 80
freommnated o fle & return withie snid peseod shell render ks somination
wotd’

Sec.9. R.S,c.4,§ 35, amended. Section 35 of chapter 4 of the revised
statutes is hereby amended to read as follows:

‘Sec. 35. Candidates for U. S. senators to make returns., Candidates
meomigated for United States senator shall file like acceptances and make
like returns. H e steh candidate faids to de 50, his nonvnation at the

Sec. 10. R. S, c. 4, § 37, amended. Section 37 of chapter 4 of the re-
vised statutes, as amended, is hereby further amended to read as follows:

‘Sec. 37. Expenditures on behalf of another’s campaign to be reported;
when expenditures are to be reperted; publication of the reports; penalty
for not reporting. It shall be unlawful for any candidate or for any per-
son, firm, association, committee, organization, or corporation, on behalf
of a candidate or for the purpose of aiding the candidacy of any person, to
make any expenditure or incur any liability, either for printing, publica-
tion, postage, clerk hire, newspaper advertising, renting of halls or other
places, soliciting agents, transporting voters, radie advertising, television,
telephones and telegrams, stationery, express, travelling expense, hotel bill,
or any other act or thing calculated to induce or procure any person or per-
sons to vote for any candidate for office in a primary election unless on the
dates hereinafter set forth next ensuing after the making of any such ex-
penditure or the incurring of any such liability such candidate, person, firm,
association, committee, organization, or corporation shall report the same
to the secretary of state setting forth in detail the nature and amount of the
expenditure made or liability incurred with the name of the candidate, his
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address, the election district, and the office in question. For such expendi-
tures as are made and such liabilities as are incurred during the period
prior to the 30 days next preceding any such election, such report shall be
made by all candidates for office to be voted for in the state as a whole, or
on any congressional district, on the 1st day of each month next after such
expenditure is made or such liability is incurred, and thereafter such a re-
port shall be made each week, such weekly reports to be made so as to
reach the office of the secretary of state not later than 10 o'clock in the
forenoon of Wednesday in each week. In the case of candidates for repre-
sentative to the legislature, or for any county office including state senators,
such candidate shall make 1 report 30 days prior to the date of the election
and a 2nd report which shall reach the office of the secretary of state not
later than 10 o’clock in the forenoon of the Wednesday next preceding such
elections his tast repert shall trelude in eddition to sueh expenditures
a5 have beenr made and sueh lnbilites as lave been ineursred up to the
%Lmee@ﬂ&em&éﬁge#ﬁaeéfepeﬁ,aﬁ&feﬁeﬁeés&ehsamefsamﬁ, i
t—m oF eeﬁpeﬁa-t-reﬁ pfep@ae«; -t-e ﬂm-ke OF et %her-ed-t—ef # ((-)Pﬁei—t-leiﬂ-
with stel ecampaisn.

The secretary of state shall, 15 days before the date of any such election,
publish in all the daily and weekly papers in the state a statement sctting
forth the total expenditures made in accordance with the information filed
with him under the terms of the foregoing paragraph by every candidate,
person, firm, association, committee, organization or corporation reporting.
giving for each office a list of the parties making such expenditures and
the amounts thereof sehiels hot shall +or emeh ofice be arransed alphe-
betieaty e=cent that the names of the candidates whese memes afe o
appeas on the bellots shal be frot hoted under eaek office. The secretary
of state shall revise and republish such figures in the dailv papers of the
state on the Friday immediately preceding the day of any such primary
election.

Such publications shall in the weekly papers be limited to those candi-
dates whose names are to appear on the primary ballots used within the
county where each such paper is published.

It shell be untawial for anyv persen, fers, assecimtion, comrmities,
organization, oF corporation, on behalf of the candidacy of any persen
whese same 15 te be presented before any political comventies as & candt-
date for anx offiee, to make any expenditure oF eur any habiity for ans
of the purposes set forth i the +ot paragraph of this section, uaiess 5
daws at least prior to the eonvening of sueh conention, the sarre shall be

sl
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reported to the secretary of state in the sewre menner as above roquired
expenditures &5 have been mede and sweh habitlities a5 hewve been in-
curred #p to e time of the maldns thereof a statement of suelh swm o=
sams, # any, & the sraker of sueh report proposes to make of ipeus
thereaftes o conmecHon with sueh aemtnation.

political convention, publich tn el the detly papers in the state a state-
ment setting fortlk the total expenditures made i aeceordance with the
informution fted with himr under the termis of e foresoing puragraph
1 connection with eweh office for which a candidate 5 to be rominated
&t such consention, and sueh st shell for each othee be arranged alpha-
presented to stich eonventions as eandidates shall be frst lsted under
esrch offree

Any candidate, person, firm, association, committee, organization, or cor-
poration which shall expend any money or incur any liability in excess of
$5, without reporting it as above provided or who subsequent to the filing
of such last report either of primary election e= pelitient convention ex-
penses, shall expend for any purpose aforesaid more than the amount or
amounts set forth in such final pse-eteettor report, shall be punished by a
fine of not more than $1,000, or by imprisonment for nct more than rr
months.’

Sec. 11. R. S, c. 4, § 43, amended. The 1st paragraph of section 43 of
chapter 4 of the revised statutes is hereby amended to read as follows:

‘Before the adjournment of the legislature biennially, it shall be the duty
of the president of the senate to name 2 members on the part of the senate,
and of the speaker of the house to name 3 members on the part of the house,
to serve as a special committee to investigate the expenditures made and
liabilities incurred by and on behalf of candidates seeking nomination to
ele:tive office and such committee shall meet in Augusta wit=in § deys pesxt
foHowing any primery election, of convention, to esxamine on the Thurs-
day preceding the primary election, at which time they shall make a pre-
liminary investigation of all returns of expenditures and within 10 days
after the primary election, the committee shall again meet in Augusta, at
which time they shall examine the final returns of expenditures made under
the provisions of this chapter. The members of said committee shall re-
ceive as compensation $10 a day for as many days as aie necessarily em-
ployed in the discharge of their official duty and reimbursement for all nec-
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essary expenses, including travel at the same rate as members of the legis-
lature receive.’

Sec. 12. R. S, c. 4, §§ 51, 52, repealed. Sections 51 and 52 of chapter
4 of the revised statutes are hereby repealed.

Sec. 13. R. S, c. 4, § 54, amended. The 1st sentence of section 54 of
chapter 4 of the revised statutes is hereby amended to read as follows:

‘All eertifientes of nemination under the drovisiens ef cestios =2 and
nomination papers filed ir accordance with section 53 shall, besides contain-
ing the names of candidates, specify as to each, 1st, the office for which he
is nominated ; 2nd, the party or political principal which he represents, ex-
pressed in not more than 3 words; and 2rd, his place of residence.’

Sec. 14. R. S, ¢. 4, § 55, amended. The 1st sentence of section 55 of
chapter 4 of the revised statutes 1s hereby amended to read as follows:

‘Certificntes of nomination under the provicions of seetion 52 and neowmi-
aatios papers Petitions filed in accordance with section 53 for the nomi-
nation of candidates for United States senate, representatives to congress,
state and county officers and representatives to the legislature shall be filed
with the secretary of state on or before the 10th day of July of each year
in which a biennial election is held, and for candidates for electors of presi-
dent and vice-president on or before the 10th day of September in each year
when a presidential election 1s held.

Sec. 15. R. 8, ¢. 4, § 56, amended. Section 56 of chapter 4 of the re-
vised statutes is hereby amended to read as follows:

‘Sec. 56. Nomination papers, if in apparent conformity to law to be
deemed valid. The cestificates of somination and Said nomination papers
being filed, and being in apparent conformity with the provisions of this
chapter, shall be deemed to be valid; and if not in apparent conformity,
they may be seasonably amended under oath.

Sec. 16. R. S, c. 4, § 57, amended. The 1st and 2nd sentences of section
57 of chapter 4 of the revised statutes are hereby amended to read as fol-
lows:

‘In case a candidate who has been duly nominated under the provisions
of seetions 52 end section 53 shall die before the day of election, or shall
withdraw in writing, the vacancy may be supplied by the political party
or other persons making the original nomination, in the manner herein pro-
vided for such nomination: or, if the time is insufficient therefor, then the
vacancy may be supplied # t:e momination was made by & convention oF

P
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eavens, wr stch manner as the convention of eancns has prewonsiy pro-
wided for the purpese, oF in 2ase of fo such previeus prowision, t&en Dy
a regularly elected general or executive committee representing the po-
litical party ef sersens kelding such cenvention of eawews making the
original nomination. The certificates of nomination made for supplying
any vacancy, shall state, in addition to the other facts required by this chap-
ter, the name of the original candidate proposed or the original nominee, the
facts causing the vacancy, and the measures taken in accordance with the
above requirements for filling the vacancy ; such certificate shall be accom-
panied by the withdrawal, if any, and shall be signed and sworn to by the
presiding officer or secretary of the eonwention of catretrs, of by the elais-
man oF seeretary of £xe duly authorized committee, as the case may be.’

Sec. 17. R. S, c. 5, § 39, amended. The 2nd sentence of the 2nd para-
graph of section 39 of chapter 5 of the revised statutes is hereby amended
to read as follows:

“The ballots, check-lists, and signed statements of officials returned to the
city clerk after any city election and all other ballots returned to him whies
Lo i aet required to forward to the seeretary of state asecording o the
previsions ef seetios <2 shall be preserved hy him as a public record for
6 months.’

Sec. 18. R.S,c. 5,§ 42, repealed. Section 42 of chapter 5 of the revised
statutes 1s hereby repealed.

Sec. 19. R. S, c. 6, 8§ 2,sub-§ IV, amended. The 3rd paragraph of sub-
section IV of section 2 of chapter 6 of the revised statutes, as repealed and
replaced by section 7 of chapter 348 of the public laws of 1931. is hereby
repealed and the following enacted in place thereof:

‘Personally appeared the above .................... and made oath to
the truth of the statement contained hereon.’

Sec. 20. R.S,c.7, § 1, amended. Section 1 of chapter 7 of the revised
statutes is hereby amended to read as follows:

‘Sec. 1. Petitions for veto by referendum, provision for. Upon request
of any voter of the state, made in writing within 1o days after the adjourn-
ment of any session of the legislature, the secretary of state shall forthwith
cause to be printed and delivered to such voter, &t the expense of the state
at his expense, an adequate supply of petitions prepared for the use of the
voters of the state for invoking the people’s veto by referendum, as pro-
vided in part third of article IV of the constitution, on such act or acts or
part or parts of any act or acts as may be designated in such wntten re-
quest.’
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Sec. 21. R. S, c.7,§ 2, amended. Section 2 of chapter 7 of the revised
statutes is hereby amended to read as follows:

‘Sec. 2. Petitions for direct initiative, provisions for. Upon request of
any voter of the state, made in writing at any time, the secretary of state
shall forthwith cause to be printed and delivered to such voter. at ke ex-
pense of t=e state at his expense, an adequate supply of petitions prepared
for the use of the voters of the state for invoking the direct initiative, as
provided in part third of article I'V of the constitution for such act as may
be designated in such written request.’

Sec. 22. R. S, c. 8, § 4, sub-§ VI-A, additional. Section 4 of chapter 8
of the revised statutes is hereby amended by adding thereto a new subsec-
tion, to be numbered VI-A, to read as follows:

‘VI-A. Of radio and television}’

Sec. 23. Apprepriation. There is hereby appropriated from the general
fund the sum of not more than $1.000 for the fiscal year ending June 30,
1654 for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of section 171 of this act.



