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NINETY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 719 

H. P. 677 House of Representatives, February 12, 1953. 
Referred to Committee on Legal Affairs. Sent up for concurrence and 

ordered printed. 
HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk. 

Presented by Mr. Roundy of Portland. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
FIFTY-THREE 

RESOL VE, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution Prohibiting 
Lotteries and Gambling. 

Constitutional amendment. Resolved: Two-thirds of each branch of 
the legislature concurring, that the following amendment to the constitu­
tion of this state be proposed: 

Constitution, Article additional. The constitution is hereby amended by 
adding thereto a new article, to read as follows: 

'Lotteries and Gambling Prohibited. 
No lottery shall be authorized by the legislature or otherwise in the state; 

and no ticket in any lottery shall be bought or sold within this state, nor 
shall pool-selling, bookmaking or gambling of any kind be authorized with­
in this state, nor shall any gambling device, practice or game of chance now 
prohibited by law be legalized, or the remedy, penalty or punishment now 
provided therefor be in any way diminished; and all acts, or parts of acts 
heretofore passed by the legislature of this state authorizing any of the 
foregoing, and all acts amendatory thereof, or supplemental thereto are 
hereby avoided; and the legislature shall pass appropriate laws to prevent 
offenses against this section.' 

Form of question and date when amendment shall be voted upon. Re­
solved: That the aldermen of cities, the selectmen of towns and the asses-
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sors of the several plantations of this state are hereby empowered and di­
rected to notify the inhabitants of their respective cities, towns and planta­
tions to meet in the manner prescribed by law for calling and holding 
biennial meetings of said inhabitants for the election of senators and repre­
sentatives at the next general or special state-wide election, to give in their 
votes upon the amendment proposed in the foregoing resolution, and the 
question shall be: 

"Shall the constitution be amended as proposed by a resolution of the 
legislature prohibiting lotteries and gambling?" 

And the inhabitants of said cities, towns and plantations shall vote by 
ballot on said question, those in favor of the amendment voting "Yes" upon 
their ballots and those opposed to the amendment voting "No" upon their 
ballots, and the ballots shall be received, sorted, counted and declared in 
open ward, town and plantation meetings and returns made to the office of 
the secretary of state in the same manner as votes for governor and mem­
bers of the legislature, and the governor and council shall count the same, 
and if it shall appear that a majority of the inhabitants voting on the ques­
tion are in favor ot the amendment, the governor shall forthwith make 
known the fact by his proclamation, and the amendment shall thereupon, 
as of the date of said proclamation, become a part of the constitution. 

Secretary of state shall prepare ballots. Resolved: That the secretary 
of state shall prepare and furnish to the several cities, towns and plantations 
ballots and blank returns in conformity with the foregoing resolve, accom­
panied by a copy thereof. 




