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NINETY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 555

H. . 3533 House of Representatives, February 10, 1953.
Referred to the Committee on legal Affairs. Sent up for concurrence
and ordered printed.
HARVIEY R. PEASE, Clerk.

Presented by Mr. Totman of Bangor.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YIEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED
FIFTY-THREE

AN ACT Amending the Charter of the City of Bangor Relative to Business
and Financial Provisions.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:

Sec. 1. P. & S. L, 1931, c. 54, Art. VL, § 1, repealed and replaced. Sec-
tion 1 of article VI of chapter 54 of the private and special laws of 1931
is hereby repealed and the following enacted in place thereof:

‘Sec. 1. Accounts and records. Accounts shall be kept by the auditor,
showing the financial transactions of all departments of the city. Forms for
all such accounts shall be prescribed by the auditor, with the approval of
the city manager. The city auditor shall have the authority and shall be
required to:

(a) Supervise and be responsible for the disbursement of all moneys
and have control over all expenditures to ensure that budget appropria-
tions are not exceeded;

(b) Maintain a general accounting system for the city government and
each of its offices, departments and agencies; keep books for and exercise
financial budgetary control over each office, department and agency; keep
separate accounts for the items of appropriation contained in the city bud-
get, each of which accounts shall show the amount of the appropriation,
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the amounts paid therefrom, the unpaid obligations against it and the un-
encumbered balance; require reports of receipts and disbursements from
each receiving and spending agency of the city government to be made
daily or at such intervals as he may deem expedient;

(c) Submit to the council through the city manager a monthly state-
ment of all receipts and disbursements in sufficient detail to show the exact
financial condition of the city;

(d) Prepare for the city manager, as of the end of each fiscal year, a
complete financial statement and report;

(e) Approve all proposed expenditures; unless he shall certify that
there is an unencumbered balance of appropriation and available funds, no
appropriation shall be encumbered and no expenditure shall be made.

Sec. 2. P. & S. L, 1931, c. 54, Art. VI, § 3, repealed and replaced. Sec-
tion 3 of article VI of chapter 54 of the private and special laws of 1931 is
hereby repealed and the following enacted in place thereof:

‘Sec. 3. Additional appropriations. Appropriations in addition to those
contained in the budget shall be made only if the auditor certifies that there
is available general fund cash surplus sufficient to meet such appropria-
tions.’

Sec. 3. P. & S. L, 1931, ¢. 54, Art. VI, § 6, repealed and replaced. Sec-
tion 6 of article VI of chapter 54 of the private and special laws of 1931 is
hereby repealed and the following enacted in place thereof:

‘Sec. 6. Transfers. The city manager may at any time transfer any un-
encumbered appropriation balance or portion thereof from one classifica-
tion of expenditure to another within the same department, office or agency.
At the request of the city manager, the council may by order transfer any
unencumbered appropriation balance or portion thereof from one depart-
ment, office or agency to another.

Sec. 4. P. & S. L., 1931, ¢. 54, Art. VI, § 8, repealed and replaced. Sec-
tion 8 of article VI of chapter 54 of the private and special laws of 1931 is
hereby repealed and the following enacted in place thereof:

‘Sec. 8. Issue of bonds and notes. Money may be borrowed, within
the limitations fixed by the constitution and statutes of the state now or
hereafter applying to said Bangor, by the issue and sale of bonds or notes
pledged on the credit of the city, the proceeds to be used for the payment
of indebtedness of the city contracted for the acquisition of land, the con-
struction and equipment of buildings and other permanent public improve-
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ments and the payment or refunding of bonds, notes and certificates of in-
debtedness previously issued. No order providing for borrowing hereunder
shall be passed without public notice of the same being given by posting
such notice in 2 or more public places in the city of Bangor and by pub-
lishing the same at least once in 1 or more newspapers published in said
Bangor, such publication to be not less than 1o days before final action by
the city council; nor shall any order providing for borrowing hereunder be
passed except on the affirmative vote of at least 2/3 of all the members of
the city council. Any order providing for borrowing hereunder may be
amended without further public notice prior to final action thereon by the
city council, provided the amount of the borrowing under such order is not
thereby increased. Every issue of bonds shall be payable within a fixed
term of years; if said bonds are issued in payment of indebtedness incurred
for a public improvement the term of such bonds shall not exceed the esti-
mated period of utility of said improvement, but the declaration of the city
council embodied in the order authorizing the issue shall be conclusive
determination of the estimated period of utility thereof; and the term
within which all bonds shall be made payable shall in no case exceed 30
years. Bonds issued shall be made payable as pertains to principal in an-
nual serial installments which shall be equal, except that the last install-
ment may be of lesser amount than the previous installments and interest
shall be made payable semi-annually. Notes issued for improvements may
be made payable in unequal installments but no annual installment shall be
less than 1/10 of the total amount of the issue. Provided, however, that
the whole or any part of any issue of bonds or notes may be made callable
before maturity by appropriate recital in the order authorizing the borrow-
ing. Every order for the issue of bonds or notes except notes issued in con-
nection with temporary loans as authorized in section 10 of this article
shall provide fer a tax levy for each year of an amount necessary to meet
the payment of the annual serial installment of principal and the annual
interest thereon: and such amounts shall be included in the tax levy for
each year until the debt is extinguished.’

Sec. 5. P. & S. L., 1931, c. 54, Art. VI, § g, repealed. Section g of ar-
ticle VI of chapter 54 of the private and special laws of 1931 is hereby re-
pealed.

Sec. 10. P. & S. L., 1931, c. 54, Art. VI, § 10, amended. The 3rd sen-
tence of section 10 of article VI of chapter 54 of the private and special
laws of 1931 is hereby repealed and the following enacted in place thereof:

‘Money may be borrowed in anticipation of money to be received from the
sale of bonds to be issued, in case such bond issue has been authorized.
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All such loans shall be paid within 6 months after completion and ac-
ceptance of the improvement for which the bonds were authorized.’

Sec. 7. P. & S. L., 1931, c. 54, Art. VI, § 15, additional. Article VI of
chapter 54 of the private and special laws of 19371 1s hereby amended by
adding thereto a new section, to be numbered 13, to read as follows:

‘Sec. 15. Emergency appropriation. The council shall have the power
to appropriate in any one year, without reference to other provisions of this
charter, an amount not to exceed 4% of the current annual budget, for the
purpose of meeting a public emergency threatening the lives, health or
property of citizens; provided such appropriation shall require at least ¥
affirmative votes in the council. In the absence of available general fund
cash surplus sufficient to meet such emergency appropriation, the council
may, in accordance with the procedure set forth in section 8 of this article,
authorize the issuance of notes to fund such emergency appropriation.’

Sec. 8. P. & S. L, 1931, c. 54, Art. VI, § 16, additional. Article VI of
chapter 54 of the private and special laws of 1931 is hereby amended by
adding thereto a new section, to be numbered 16, to read as follows:

‘Sec. 16. Capital improvement reserve. The council may appropriate
annually an amount not in excess of the equivalent of a tax of $2 per $1000
of assessed valuations to a fund to be known as the “Capital Improvement
Fund” established for the purpose of paying the cost of capital improve-
ments for which the city is authorized to issue bonds and for no other pur-
pose. The council shall also have the power to transfer to this fund any
portion of the general fund cash surplus not otherwise appropriated. It
shall not be necessary to specify at the time the appropriation or transfer
to this fund is made, the specific improvement or type of improvement for
which the funds are intended. Appropriations from this fund shall be made
by appropriation resolve which shall be read on 2 separate days in ac-
cordance with the provisions of section 8 of article II of this charter.’





