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NEW DRAFT OF H. P. 1308-L. D. 861 

NINETY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1355 

H. P. 1788 House of Representatives, April 25, 1951 
Reported by Mr. Carville from the Committee on Inland Fisheries and 

Game. Printed under Joint Rules No. ro. 
HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
FIFTY-ONE 

AN ACT Relating to Crop and Orchard Damage by Deer. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

R. S., c. 33, § 84, amended. Section 84 of chapter 33 of the revised stat-
utes, as revised, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 84. Crop and orchard damage. 

I. Any person may take or kill deer, night or day, on land owned or 
occupied by him, 4e-er ~ floe etlTt ~ W&S ffl 4-e ftel; 6+ ~ 
where substantial damage is being done by deer to a fruit tree or a crop, 
except grass; and he may authorize a member of his family or a person 
employed by him to take such deer. A person by whom, or under whose 
direction, such deer is wounded or killed shall within 12 hours report 
all the facts relative to such act ffl wFitiag ~ -s,r. ~ to a fish and 
game warden. Such report shall state the time and place of such wound
ing or killing a-a4 4-e &l'H:81:tl'lt 6+ s.affiage 4*te -s,r. #te 4e-er. A person 
who kills such deer shall immediately properly dress the carcass or 
carcasses and care for the meat. The fish and game warden shall im
mediately investigate the case and if he is satisfied that the deer was 
taken as herein provided, he shall give the person a certificate of his find
ing in the matter. Such certificate shall entitle such person to the own
ership of the carcass or carcasses. 
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II. The cultivator of any orchard or growing crop, except grass, or 
the owner, mortgagee or keeper of said crops or orchard, may kill deer, 
or other protected wild animals, except beaver, or birds, night or day, 
~ doing damage as provided in subsection I. Said cultivator, owner, 
mortgagee or keeper shall within 12 hours make the report as provided 
in subsection I and shall dress the carcass, or carcasses, and care for 
the meat as provided in said subsection I. The fish and game warden 
shall immediately investigate the case, and, if he is satisfied that the 
deer was taken as herein provided, he shall give said cultivator, owner, 
mortgagee or keeper a certificate of his findings in the matter. Such 
certificate shall entitle said cultivator, owner, mortgagee or keeper to the 
ownership of the carcass or carcasses. 

~ ~' ~ oeeupieF ~ +tMt4, meHti01,,es, ttt 011boeeti#t1 + ~ ~ 
oeetiofl ...i= t-ee ettlti, atoF, ~, HlOFtgagee @¥ -itee,p,e+', menti0He4 ttt 
011soeetioH ++ ~ ~ oeetiott ~ ~ -5- 4a;-s a#eia M s,ioeoyeyo 
~ +s €1-amttge ~ ~ ~ ~ fftttt -tF-ee, eFefl:aFs, ...i= ~~ et-8f' 
~ ~' ~ 4e-eta @¥ ~ pFoteetes, animals, @¥ ~' ~ ,fM 
,,,ame ffi ·., Fit i ng ~ t,l,,,e e om l'l1 i o o i en e F e+#teF s, i Fe etly ...i= t-8 t,l,,,e tttl-att4 
~ fttt4 ~ ~* tft ~ s,iotFiet ~ ~. @¥ fftttt -tF-ee, @¥ 

8FCHaFS:, t9 ~ S:al'l1ages,. ~ COHHfl-iooioHeF Bffit++ th.eFettpOH ~ 
~ '8e ffloa4e ~ i1weotigati0tt a-5 ffl HCCCOSB:FY ~ €ieteFffittte #te ~' 
fttt4, ,i+ M ~ -tfi,a,t s,amage hat,~~ a,e alleges,, *E ~ ftttt~

~ ~fi-t ~ ~ s,aH1age. 

III. It shall be unlawful to place salt or any other bait or food in any 
place for the purpose of enticing deer thereto. 

IV. Any dead deer found not having a tag attached thereto identifying 
the owner thereof shall be the property of the state and shall be seized 
by the first warden who finds said carcass, to be disposed of by direction 
of the commissioner. 

V. Whenever deer are doing damage to orchards and crops, except 
grass, the dapertment shall furnish to the owner or agent of such or
chards and crops suitable repellents without cost to such owner or agent; 
and the commissioner may follow such other good conservation practice 
as will alleviate such damage. No claims for crop or orchard damage 
by deer or other protected animals or birds shall be paid by the state 
from any source or fund. 

¥. VI. Whenever the commissioner deems it impossible to keep deer 
from doing damage to young orchards, he may enter into an agreement 



LEGISLATIVE DOCUMENT No. 1355 3 

with the owner of such orchard whereby the department will assume Yz 
the cost of fencing such orchard. 

¥+. ~ G:ll:ffi.ll:ge ~ ~ ~ ttH4ef' 'Efioe pro, isi0fl3 ~ ~ eh.a1,teF 
H ~ ~ ~ 'Efioe ffifl-6- fflT wht4 'Efioe G:ll:ffiage oeeMHe€i: ~ fitt¥e ,b,eett 

~ a~aiB,st hmJ:tiHg ftot ~ #ffloe ~ 'Efioe €ttffe'fif 6¥ preerioMs 
~ ~ ~ 4eff fl.1:itttiHg.' 




