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Transmitted by Director of Legislative Research pursuant to joint order. 

NINETY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1100 

S. P. 467 In Senate, March 6, 1951 
Referred to the Committee on Agriculture. Sent down for concurrence 

and ordered printed. 
CHESTER T. WINSLOW, Secretary 

Presented by Senator Greeley of \Valdo. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
FIFTY-ONE 

AN ACT to Control and Eradicate Bang's Disease. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows : 

Sec. I. R. S., c. 27, § 73, amended. Section 73 of chapter 27 of the re
vised statutes, as amended, is hereby further amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 73. Cattle to be tested for "Bang's disease." For the eradication 
of Bang's disease, the commissioner or his agent in charge of +i-¥e ~ 
livestock sanitary work shall continue to have blood drawn from the 
animals over 6 months of age in all herds in the state ~ by a regularly 
employee! federal or state veterinarian or technician or an authorized, 
accredited veterinarian and tested at the state laboratory by what is known 
as the blood agglutination test, and all animals showing a positive reaction 
to this test shall be identified by a "reactor" eartag and hrancl and shall be 
slaughtered, or quarantined and handled under direct supervision of the 
commissioner or his agent as provided under Plan "C," except vaccinated 
animals under 36 months of age. Officially vaccinated animals over 36 
months of age may be retested before being classified as reactors. Animals 
not officially vaccinated, showing a suspicious reaction to the blood agglu
tination test, must be held on premises where found ~" ee ~ and re-
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tested, or sold fs:ir slaughter only. The movement of officially vaccinated 
animals not over 24 months of age shall not be restricted. The movement 
of officially vaccinated animals between the ages of 24 and 36 months shall 
be restricted if the agglutination is higher than incomplete in 1-100.' 

Sec. 2. R. S., c. 27, § 73-A, amended. Section 73-A of chapter 27 of 
the revised statutes, as enacted by section I of chapter 429 of the public 
laws of 1949, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 73-A. Procedure for control and eradication. The commissioner 
of agriculture shall formulate the following methods of procedure for con
trolling and eradicating Bang's disease: 

Plan A-TEST AND ERADICATION (A Brucellosis-free herd without 
calfhood vaccination). 

This plan aims to establish a herd in which all animals over 6 months 
of age are negative to the official blood test and in which calfhood vaccin
ation is not being used. 

A certificate of aeeFe4itatioH certification indicating freedom from Bang's 
disease, valid until the owner or the herd fails to comply with the require
ments of aeeFeditatioH certification, will be issued seffliB:HHHally annually 
by the commissioner Wft€ft &,\+ eligible B:Hil'Hals ttt #te ~ ~ ~ ~ 
@of' ~ eoHseetttive ~ ~ t,e.s.ts entettded ~ e, ~ 6-f +2 

ffiOfitRs, &H4 Wft€ft ~ tteeesSB:f) fJFOYisiOHS 6-f #te ~ tl,S ~ ~ 

~ ~ft eOfflfJlied Wi-Ht. 

AeeFedited Certified herds shall be tested seffliB:HHttB:11) annually. The 
blood samples must be taken by officially approved veterinarians or tech
nicians and tested by the state laboratory. No Bang's vaccine stt&++ -b-e is 
used in this herd. 

Plan B-CERTIFIED VACCINATED HERDS (Brucellosis-free herds 
using calf hood vaccination). 

This plan aims at increasing the resistance of calves so that they will be 
better protected against Bang's disease as adult animals. It combines the 
advantages of calfhood vaccination with eradication. 

Officially vaccinated calves shall be vaccinated between the ages of (j 

and IO months. 

A certificate of certification indicating freedom from Bang's disease, valid 
until the owner or the herd fails to comply with the requirements of cer
tification, will be issued sel'HiB:HHHB:lly annually by the commissioner Wft€ft 
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ft++ aHimals ffl #te fteffl ~ ~ flffi~ e+ ~ fta¥e satisfactoFily ~ 
"3" ~ ffi~ COl'l:SCCMti i e ~ ~ ~ enteft6e.l: ~ ft ~ e+ +e 

fl'IOHths, ~ ft++ ~ eet II CC!9, .j;fte ~;;; e+ tj, afi4 g l'fiOl'lths ~ ftfi¥e 
,s,e,e+r 8ffi.ciall) , accil'late.l: ey ft+t rlflflFO, e.l: veteriHaFiatt ~ techl'lieian ft+t4 

reriorte4 ~ #,.e aeriartfl'le~ e+ agrieMltMre, afl'El. ~ ~ l'l.eeessary 
provisiol'ls e+ #te p-Ht+r 5ftiH+ +ra¥e .J:,.e.e+r eon,riliee wt-Hl,. 

Certifi.ea ~ ~ .J.,.e ~ sefl'lial'll'l.Mall). +4-te ~ samriles 
ffltt5ot e,e -tftl.tett ey offi.eiall) t'iflflrO e ea \ eteril'larial'l.-9 ~ teehl'liei8:H5 ft+te 
~ ey #te !'rta,te }e,soratOr) . 

Officially vaccinated animals over 36 months of age may be retested be
fore being classified as reactors. 

The requirements for certification under Plans A and B are as follows: 
A "herd" shall be considered as including all animals over 6 months of 

age except steers, spayed heifers and officially vaccinated animals not more 
than 24 months of age ( except vaccinates not over 36 months old with 
blood titer not over incomplete in 1-100 dilution). 

A herd may be placed under supervision, for certification as Brucellosis
free, upon compliance with provisions governing the testing requirements 
of the cooperative state-federal program. 

Herds which have adopted practices leading to certification through the 
elimination of reactors, shall be retested at intervals of not more than 60 
days until negative, and again within 3 to 4 months following the date of 
the first clean test. Such herds may be certified as Brucellosis-free when 
they have passed at least 3 consecutive tests, with the 1st clean test and the 
certifying test not less than 12 months apart, provided the animals under 
30 months of age vaccinated as calves shall not be required to be negative 
to the test. 

Plan C-CALFHOOD VACCINATION IN REACTOR HERDS UN
DER OFFICIAL SUPERVISION AND QUARANTINE. 

~ p+it+t ts iHtCl'l:0C0 8+r+;'" +8i' fl'Cfl:Vily ittfectea ~ whereiH +-t ts 1.*fl"€'
fl€..+ ft+t4 aesirasle ~ fl'0+4 reactors ~ EtMaraHtitte restrictiol'ls ~ 
"ffi€'€ffl"a-te6 ~ €-a+r .J.,.e ~ +8i' rerilacements. This is a plan of con
trol by quarantine and calfhood vaccination for herds not yet in a position 
to meet the requirements of Plan B. A herd owner who fails to remove, 
or cause to be removed, a reactor animal within 15 days after such animal 
has been branded as such by the chief of the division of animal industry 
or his authorized agent shall be deemed to be operating under Plan C. 
~ ~ €-a+r tt5'e C8:lfR000 1 aeCiHatiOH ~ ft flrOgrC55lVC ~ t01., B:ra 
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eHa~liHg -Hte s.e, el8flH,eHt €>.f resistaHt ~ ~ ~ ~ft ~Ht1:mll:r 
retilaee -Hte reaetor ~ Ht -Hte ~ ~-

The owner's herd shall be tested at least 2 times a year or as often as the 
state and federal officials deem necessary by an approved veterinarian or 
technician without expense to the owner, and reported to the department of 
agriculture. 

All calves shall be vaccinated between the ages of ,t ~ g 6 to 10 months. 
Such vaccinations may be taken care of at the owner's discretion when a 
state or federal veterinarian is on the premises in connection with this pro
gram. Calves not so vaccinated ~ must be vaccinated at the proper 
age at the expense of the owner. All replacements shall be properly vac
cinated and under 6 years of age. 

All reactors in this herd must be tagged and branded. If the reactor tag 
is lost, the division of animal industry must be notified so that the tag can 
replaced. 

This reactor herd +9 shall be under official quarantine and must be satis
factorily and carefully managed so that it will in no way menace human 
health or the health of other herds and the fact of quarantine must be con
spicuously posted on the outside of the barn and milk room with at least 
2 signs supplied by the department. 

No milk or milk products shall be distributed from this herd unless i-t ffl 
the milk has been properly pasteurized at the farm or at the milk plant 
~i-tffl~. 

The owner is personally responsible for keeping the cattle in this "C" 
Plan herd away from all physical contact with other cattle and is required 
to construct a double fence 6 feet apart where the pasture of this reactor 
herd is adjacent to a pasture harboring cattle of another herd. 

No cattle shall be removed from this herd, except veal calves for im
mediate slaughter, without permission from the chief of the division of ani
mal industry. All reactor animals removed from the herd must be slaugh
tered and their slaughter must be witnessed and reported by a state or 
federal official or other authorized agent. No indemnity shall be paid for 
cattle slaughtered from such Plan C herd unless, at the time of slaughter, 
the herd shall have had a clean test at least 60 days prior thereto. 

+floe ~ +9 fte+4 aeemtHtal-il e +.a,,r ftl.-t aHimals ffl #H-5 ~- +floe ~ 
€;f -Hte s.i, isimt €>.f aHiH'lal iHs.ttstry ~ ,l,.e Hstiftes. €>.f ~ @wft€;-'5- tftt.eft
ff8ott ~ 5-e++ @f' re11,sve ~ ttHiH'lab ff@ffi -Hte ~ ~ ~ ~ +.a,,r 
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il'fil'fieaiate sla1::1.gl-iteF. ~ FeaetOF tU'til'fials eB.iT .a,e Fel'fiO; ea +F6ffl ffloe floef'@ 

~ ft..F iffil'l'leaiate sla.tgsteF fH't@o ~ sla1:tgfiteF Mtt5-t .a,e witHessea 
fH't@o FeflOFtea ~ & ~ 6'F feaeFB.l ~ 6'F ~ B.tithoFiEea ~· 

~ ~ e&H+e ~ e-e Femovea +fflffl -tfloe flFel'fiises witho1::1.t sr,eeial 
II FitteH fleFffiissioH +fflffl -tfloe ~ ~ -tfloe aivisioH ~ aHiffial iHch1stFy. 

+H-e ~ ea-tt t+te+t ~ ft..F .i, fl-ew agFeeffieH-t ttfi4e.F ~ ;g._ 

No herd owner shall be allowed to operate under Plan C for a longer 
period than 36 months, at the end of which time the owner of such herd 
shall cause all natural reactors and all officially· vaccinated reactors over 
36 months of age to be removed and slaughtered. The owner then must 
continue under Plan B. If the owner does not so continue the department 
of agriculture or its authorized agent is authorized to remove and cause to 
be slaughtered the reactor animals in the herd without payment of in
demnity. 

The owner or operator of a herd under Plan "C" who violates any of the 
above provisions shall be punished by a fine of not less than $100 nor more 
than $500, or by imprisonment for not more than 60 days, or by both such 
fine and imprisonment.' 

~ iHaeffinity ~ .a,e ~ ft.,y FeaetOFS ffi -tH+s- floef'@ ttfttt+ ft++ FeaetOFS 
~ -B-eett flFOfleFly Fel'fiO I ea frt ffloe ~'., eJtfleHse, fH't@o ,Hte floef'@ ~ +'e

~ & e+etlfi ,te5-t e8 ~ ~ ~ Fel'fiO'i al. 

+H-e ~ ~ eoHtiH1::1.e ~ ffttS ~ ffl" 6-fte ..,.f #re ~ ~ 
~ &S ffl satisfaetoFy -i:'8 -tfloe aeflB.Ftl'fieHt ~ agFie1::1.lt1::1.Fe &H4 -tfloe ti:fitte4 
~ s1::1.Fea1::1. ~ aHiffial iHa1::1.stF) ttfttt+ ~'., aisease fi&5 e-eett eontFollea 
tH- flotS floef'@. +f -tM ~ ~ ftOot ~ eoHtiH1::1.e, -tfloe aeflB.FhneH-t ..,.f ~

e1::1.lt1::1.Fe 6'F tt.. ~ alitHoFiEea ~ ffl a1::1.tsoFiEel'l -i:'8 Feffio¥e fHT4 ~ 
-i:'8 .a,e sla1::1.gHteFel'l -tM FeaetoF aHil'fials II itho1::1.t flB:) ffieHt ..,.f -tfloe iHl'leffiHity. 




