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NINETY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 906

S. P. 38 In Senate, February 23, 1951.
Referred to Committee on Liquor Control. Sent down for concurrence

and ordered printed.
CHESTER T. WINSLOW, Secretary.
Presented by Senator Barnes of Aroostook.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED
FIFTY-ONE

AN ACT Relating to Liquor Licenses in Unincorporated Places.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:

Sec. 1. R. S, c.57,8§21-A, amended. Section 21-A of chapter 57 of the
revised statutes, as enacted by section I of chapter 372 of the public laws of
1947, is hereby amended to read as follows:

‘Sec. 21-A. Liquor licenses in unincorporated places. Upon petition
addressed to the liquor commission signed by 20% or more of the voters,
qualified under the provisions of section 64 of chapter 5 as legal voters of
any unincorporated place, requesting a vote on local option questions, the
Yguer commission shall forthwith set & date appoint a time and place, give
public notice in the same manner as provided for notice in section 22, and
cause a vote on such questions to be taken in such unincorporated place un-
der its supervision.

For #ke such purposes of this eleetion, the commission shall prepare bal-
lots and submit ke sasre such questions to the swek qualified voters of such
unincorporated place, &s are provided for the loeal eption ¥ote in section o
of this chapter under and are authorized and empowered to male seees-
sary such rules and regulations for preparing, carrying out and determining
the result of such vote, as said commission shall promulgate.
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If a majority of the votes cast by such voters gualified to weote under the
provisions of section 64 of chaptes § in any such wmincorporated pleee, on
any ef the leeat eptien such questions is in the affirmative, the commission
may issue licenses in such unincorporated place of the type approved by
such affirmative vote, subject to all the provisions of law. If a majority of
ke such votes east by woters qunlified to vote urder the prowisions of see-
tion 64 of ehapter § in eny such untneerporated plaee on any such local op-
tion question is in the negative, no new or renewal license shall be issued in
such unincorporated place of the type of disapproved by such negative vote.
e eithes ease, the period during which heenses mey of mey not issue i
sueh uninecorporated place shall be the balunce of the 2 year perted pro-
wided for in the state wide loeal option, and neo mew wote shall be taken
in stel unincorporated place until the time of another bienninl state wide

The affirmative or negative vote, as hereinabove cast, on each such local
option question, shall prevail, in such unincorporated place, unless and until
changed by another such local option vote, subsequently held, on petition to
said commission as hereinabove provided. No such local option vote shall
be taken more often than once in any 2-year period.

Whenever such local option vote in such unincorporated place has been
cast in the affirmative on any local option question, application for license
shall be made directly to the liquor commission and the approval of the
county commissioners of the county in which such unincorporated place is
located shall not be required as a condition precedent thereto.

Rrowided howewer, that i the total number of votes cast on any eptieon
has been toleen, the decision of the eounty < test of the eounty
i which sueh uninecorporated place is locnted as provided in section 22,
provided, thet i In no event shall the liquor commission issue a license to
any person +het when it appears to it #hess that ke such person or his fem-
#5 or some any other person swhem in fmet be represents for his benefit,
has moved a licensed store or restaurant irom some organized or unincor-
porated place where a local option vote has resulted in his being unable to
continue #ke such business there or established a new store in such town for
the same purpose.

Sec. 2. R. S, c.57,§ 23, amended. The 3rd paragraph of section 23 of
chapter 57 of the revised statutes, as enacted by chapter 245 of the public
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Iaws of 1945 and amended by section 2 of chapter 372 of the public laws of
1947, is hereby further amended to read as follows:

‘Haecept as provided by seetion 234, eny Any applicant, aggrieved by
the refusal of the county commissioners to approve an application as here-
inbefore provided, may appeal to the state liquor commission, who shall
hold a public hearing thereon in the unincorporated place for which said
license is requested and if it finds the refusal arbitrary or without justifi-
able cause, it may issue such license notwithstanding the lack of such ap-
proval’

Sec. 3. R. S, c. 57, § 28, amended. The 2nd sentence of section 28 of
chapter 57 of the révised statutes, as amended, is hereby further amended
to read as follows:

‘Hxeept as prewided by seetion 234 &n¥ Any applicant, aggrieved by
the refusal of the municipal officers or county commissioners to approve an
application as herein provided or the transfer of such license may appeal to
the commission, who shall hold a public hearing thereon in the city or
town for which such license is requested and if it finds the refusal to have
been arbitrary or without justifiable cause, it may issue such license not-
withstanding the lack of such approval’

Sec. 4. R. S, c. 57, § 40, amended. The last paragraph of section 40 of
chapter 57 of the revised statutes, as amended, is hereby further amended
to read as follows:

‘Toscept as provided by seetion 254, anmy Any applicant, agerieved by
the refusal to approve an application as hereinbefore provided or applica-
tion for transfer of such license may appeal to the commission, who shall
hold a public hearing thereon in the town or city for which such license is
requested and if it finds the refusal arbitrary or without justifiable cause,
it may issue such license or transfer notwithstanding the lack of such ap-
proval’



