
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



Transmitted by Director of Legislative Research pursuant to joint order. 

NINETY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 906 

S. P. 380 In Senate, February 23, 1951. 
Referred to Committee on Liquor Control. Sent down for concurrence 

and ordered printed. 
CHESTER T. WINSLOW, Secretary. 

Presented by Senator Barnes of Aroostook. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
FIFTY-ONE 

AN ACT Relating to Liquor Licenses in Unincorporated Places. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. 1. R. S., c. 57, § 21-A, amended. Section 21-A of chapter 57 of the 
revised statutes, as enacted by section r of chapter 372 of the public laws of 
1947, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 21-A. Liquor licenses in unincorporated places. Upon petition 
addressed to the liquor commission signed by 20% or more of the voters, 
qualified under the provisions of section 64 of chapter 5 as legal voters of 
any unincorporated place, requesting a vote on local option questions, the 
~ commission shall forthwith 5-e+.,, ~ appoint a time and place, give 
public notice in the same manner as provided for notice in section 22, and 
cause a vote on such questions to be taken in such unincorporated place un
der its supervision. 

For #te such purposes @+ ~ eleetiott, the commission shall prepare bal
lots and submit #,-e ~ such questions to the ~ qualified voters of such 
unincorporated place,~ iH'-e f!FW, ieed +@o¥ t+te ~ ~ ......,,t.e Hr oeetioH ;a 

@+ ~ ehariteF Under ftM iH'-e B:MtfltHizeS. ftM el'l'l.fl07Ne¥ee. t@o ~ ~-

5ft¥;'" such rules and regulations for preparing, carrying out and determining 
the result of such vote, as said commission shall promulgate. 
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If a majority of the votes cast by such voters Ej:1:tEtliiieEl ~ ~ ~ #te 
fJFS e isiSHS t,,f seetiSH ~ t,,f CfllifJteF '5" ffl ~ ffi±ffi ttHiHC8FfJ8F8:te4 ~' on 
any t,,f #te ~ea+ ~ such questions is in the affirmative, the commission 
may issue licenses in such unincorporated place of the type approved by 
such affirmative vote, subject to all the provisions of law. If a majority of 
#te such votes ~ ~ ~ Ej:tutliii:ec-l. ~ 'ffl+e ~ #te fJFS, ision:i t,,f se€

~ ~ t,,f ~~ '5" ffi ~ ffi±ffi tmiRcSFfJOF8:te4 ~ on any such local op
tion question is in the negative, no new or renewal license shall be issued in 
such unincorporated place of the type of disapproved by such negative vote. 
ffT ei-Hte-F ~, #te ~ ~ wfli.4 ++ee~ ma,- 6-F ma,- fl-61-~ Ht 
ttttffi ttRiReSFfJSFate4 ~ ~ .J.,.e #te 08:kHce t,,f t+Te 2 ~ ~ f)'ffl
~ ~ ffi #te ~ w+4e ~ ~' £H't4 *" fteW ~ ~ .J.,.e ~ft 

ffi ~ -ttHiRC8FfJSFate4 ~ ttR-t++ #te ~ t,,f 8:HStl'leF 0ieRRi8:~ ~ ~ 

~~~-

The affirmative or negative vote, as hereinabove cast, on each such local 
option question, shall prevail, in such unincorporated place, unless and until 
changed by another such local option vote, subsequently held, on petition to 
said commission as hereinabove provided. No such local option vote shall 
be taken more often than once in any 2-year period. 

Whenever such local option vote in such unincorporated place has been 
cast in the affirmative on any local option question, application for license 
shall be made directly to the liquor commission and the approval of the 
county commissioners of the county in which such unincorporated place is 
located shall not be required as a condition precedent thereto. 

PFsvi4e4 l'lsweveF, #tftot tf #te ~ nu!'R..J;,.ey t,,f ~ ~ ~ fTtt:t ~ 
Ej:ttestisn HT ~ electisR ttel4 ~ #te t,rsvisioRs t,,f ~ s-e~tt i,!, +es-s 
t+t8:tt 2'5" 6-F HT ~ ttttiHCSFfJSFate4 ~ ~ *" ~ ttS ~ fJFS , i4ec-l. 
fflt9 .l;,.eetr ~' t+Te c-l.ecisisn t,,f #te cottFtty com,fflissioReFs t,,f t+Te e@-tlnt) 
ffi Wffi€fi ~ ttFtiRC8FfJSF8:~ ~ i,!, loe!tted ttS ~s, ide4 +tt eectiott £-2, 

~ ft8ot .J.,.e Duej ea ~ -tite ~ fJFS , ided ~ ,iectistt ~ ..+t4 fttFtl'leF 
fJFS'< ided, #tftot ffi In no event shall the liquor commission issue a license to 
any person 'El'J:.a.t when it appears to it ,tl'l.effi that floe such person or -B-tS fftffl
i+;'" 6-F ~ any other person ~ ffi ke-t ~ fflj'lt=esents for his benefit, 
has moved a licensed store or restaurant from some organized or unincor
porated place where a local option vote has resulted in his being unable to 
continue -tite such business there or established a new store in such town for 
the same purpose.' 

Sec. 2. R. S., c. 57, § 23, amended. The 3rd paragraph of section 23 of 
chapter 57 of the revised statutes, as enacted by chapter 245 of the public 
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laws of 1945 and amended by section 2 of chapter 372 of the public laws of 
1947, is hereby further amended to read as follows : 

'"J;,;neept &S pF0, irded ~ seetim'l 2+-A, trH;,- Any applicant, aggrieved by 
the refusal of the county commissioners to approve an application as here
inbefore provided, may appeal to the state liquor commission, who shall 
hold a public hearing thereon in the unincorporated place for which said 
license is requested and if it finds the refusal arbitrary or without justifi
able cause, it may issue such license notwithstanding the lack of such ap
proval.' 

Sec. 3. R. S., c. 57, § 28, amended. The 2nd sentence of section 28 of 
chapter 57 of the revised statutes, as amended, is hereby further amended 
to read as follows : 

'J.;neet3t &S pF0, ided ~ seeti0n. 2+-A, trH;,- Any applicant, aggrieved by 
the refusal of the municipal officers or county commissioners to approve an 
application as herein provided or the transfer of such license may appeal to 
the commission, who shall hold a public hearing thereon in the city or 
town for which such license is requested and if it finds the refusal to have 
been arbitrary or without justifiable cause, it may issue such license not
withstanding the lack of such approval.' 

Sec. 4. R. S., c. 57, § 40, amended. The last paragraph ,of section 40 of 
chapter 57 of the revised statutes, as amended, is hereby further amended 
to read as follows : 

'~e;:,,t &S pFwtirde4 ~ section 2+-A, trH;,- Any applicant, aggrieved by 
the refusal to approve an application as hereinbefore provided or applica
tion for transfer of such license may appeal to the commission, who shall 
hold a public hearing thereon in the town or city for which such license is 
requested and if it finds the refusal arbitrary or without justifiable cause, 
it may issue such license or transfer notwithstanding the lack of such ap
proval.' 


