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NINETY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 881

S. P. 353 In Senate, February 22, 1951.
Referred to the Committee on Education, sent down for concurrence and
ordered printed.
CHESTER T. WINSLOW, Secretary
Presented by Senator Noyes of Hancock.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED
FIFTY-ONE

AN ACT Relating to Schooling in Unorganized Territory.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:

Sec. 1. R. S, c. 32, § 38, sub-§ II, amended. Subsection II of section
38 of chapter 32 of the revised statutes, as enacted by chapter 328 of the
public laws of 1947, is hereby amended to read as follows:

‘II. The balance then remaining shall be added to the sehoet equatize-
#en fund unorganized territory school fund; the treasurer of state shall
file with the commissioner of finance, on or before January 15 of each
year, a list of interest earned by the unorganized townships fund during
the preceding calendar year; such list shall be arranged to show the prin-
cipal amount held for each unorganized township and the interest earned
thereon; the commissioner of finance shall thereupon transfer the total
amount of such list, less the allocation provided for in subsection I, to the
Unorganized Territory School Fund for the fiscal year following the date
of such list; a copy of said list shall be transmitted to the commissioner of
education by the treasurer of state.’

Sec. 2. R. S, c. 37, § 146, amended. Section 146 of chapter 37 of the
revised statutes, as amended, is hereby further amended to read as follows:
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‘Sec. 146. Unorganized territory school fund; how used. Such amounts
as are necessary to carry out the provisions of he =+ preceding seetions 142,
143, 144, 146, 147, 149 and 155 shall be paid out of sweh funds as the lesis-
teture may eppropriete the Unorganized Territory School Fund which is
hereby established. The commissioner is authorized to use this apprepst-
atton fund for any purpose in connection with the schooling of children in
the unorganized territory of the state, including: tesehers’ salaries, board
and traveling expenses of teachers and supervisors; conferences, training
programs and professional improvement of teachers; fuel and janitor ser-
vice; tuition, board and transportation of elementary school pupils; sec-
ondary school tuition; text-beeles and reference books, school apparatus
and supplies; erection, equipment, repair and maintenance of schoolhouses
and requisite buildings, all of which schoolhouses shall conform to the
minimum requirements for school buildings as preided required by section
21; lots for school buildings, ef leases thereof or rentals of lots or school
buildings; minor repairs to school buildings or equipment; services, and
expenses, and fees of agents, erd attendance officers, and clerical assistance;
office expenses; utility service; school medical and dental services; and any
other expenses he may deem necessary to carry out the purposes of the
above mentioned sections.’

Sec. 3. R. S, c. 37, § 148, amended. Section 148 of chapter 37 of the
revised statutes, as amended, is hereby further amended to read as follows:

‘Sec. 148. Limitation of school tax rate for unorganized units.. .3Aken-
ever there are 200 oF more persons of el ames resident of an unorganized
antt which was formrerly & town of plantation, on Aprit + of an¥y yeer,
in secordanee with the sworn seturns of the egent for serd umorgenized
unit dely appointed by the commissioner as provided by seetion 149

I. As soon as practicable after April 1, 1951, and on April 1, annually,
thereafter, the total cost of school privileges provided in any unorganized
unit under sections 142, 143, 144 and 146, for the school year ending on
the feHewing preceding June 30, together with an additional charge of
5% 8% of such total cost for administration, but with deductions for the
amount of interest on lands reserved, if any, prorated to allow for the
allocation provided by subsection I of section 38 of chapter 32, of said
unorganized unit for said school year and the emeount seid unergenized
untt H & town would receive from the stete a5 prewided by seetton 99,
20%, 202, 203, and 264, any other sums credited to the unorganized terri-
tory school fund on behalf of said unit, shall be assessed upon the prop-
erty of said unorganized unit by the state tax assessor in accordance with
the provisions of section 74-A of chapter 14, provided said assessment
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shall be limited to & sehool tax rete of +0 miHs en the doHar above the
average of school tax rates of the municipalities of the state for the pre-
ceding school year. It shall be the duty of the commissioner to furnish
on or before February 10 of the felewins each year to the state tax
assessor a detatted statement of expenditures for school purposes in each
unorganized unit during the preceding school year and deductions on ac-
count of interest on lands reserved and stete seheet funds other credits
as hereinbefore provided for such unorganized units, for use in making
said tax assessment and as a permanent record thereof. Fhe proceeds of
this tase shall be eredited to the senerat fund. A copy of said statement
shall also be furnished to the commissioner of finance, who shall credit
the amount of said tax assessment to the unorganized territory school
fund for the fiscal year following the date of such statement.

II. The state tax assessor shall include the amounts of such school tax
assessment, as made in accordance with the provisions of section 74-A
of chapter 14, in the statements referred to in section 77 of chapter 14.
He shall collect such taxes and deposit the receipts with the treasurer of
state daily. Payment and collection of such school taxes shall be in ac-
cordance with the provisions of sections 77-A to 77-C, inclusive of chap-
ter 14.

III. Such additional amounts as are recommended by the commissioner
as necessary to carry out the provisions of sections 142, 143, 144, 146,
147, 149 and 155 shall be appropriated by the legislature from the general
funds of the state and credited to the unorganized territory school fund.

IV. Any expended balance in the unorganized territory school fund
shall be carried forward and shall not lapse into the unappropriated sur-
plus account.’





