
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



Transmitted by Director of Legislative Research pursuant to joint order. 

NINETY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 881 

S. P. 353 In Senate, February 22, 1951. 
Referred to the Committee on Education, sent down for concurrence and 

ordered printed. 
CHESTER T. WINSLOW, Secretary 

Presented by Senator Noyes of Hancock. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
FIFTY-ONE 

AN ACT Relating to Schooling in Unorganized Territory. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. r. R. S., c. 32, § 38, sub-§ II, amended. Subsection II of section 
38 of chapter 32 of the revised statutes, as enacted by chapter 328 of the 
public laws of 1947, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'II. The balance then remaining shall be added to the ~ e€J:ttB:liEB:­
~ ~ unorganized territory school fund; the treasurer of state shall 
file with the commissioner of finance, on or before January 15 of each 
year, a list of interest earned by the unorganized townships fund during 
the preceding calendar year; such list shall be arranged to show the prin­
cipal amount held for each unorganized township and the interest earned 
thereon; the commissioner of finance shall thereupon transfer the total 
amount of such list, less the allocation provided for in subsection I, to the 
Unorganized Territory School Fund for the fiscal year following the date 
of such list; a copy of said list shall be transmitted to the commissioner of 
education by the treasurer of state.' 

Sec. 2. R. S., c. 37, § 146, amended. Section 146 of chapter 37 of the 
revised statutes, as amended, is hereby further amended to read as follows : 
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'Sec. 146. Unorganized territory school fund; how used. Such amounts 
as are necessary to carry out the provisions of #t@ ,,t l"FeeeEliRg sectisns 142, 
143, 144, 146, 147, 149 and 155 shall be paid out of~~ ftt. -t+te ~­
~ ~ lii"i"FElpFiate the Unorganized Territory School Fund which is 
hereby established. The commissioner is authorized to use this lii"l"FEll"Ft­
~ fund for any purpose in connection with the schooling of children in 
the unorganized territory of the state, including: teaehern' salaries, board 
and traveling expenses of teachers and supervisors; conferences, training 
programs and professional improvement of teachers; fuel and janitor ser­
vice; tuition, board and transportation of elementary school pupils ; sec­
ondary school tuition; text-~ and reference books, school apparatus 
and supplies ; erection, equipment, repair and maintenance of schoolhouses 
and requisite buildings, all of which schoolhouses shall conform to the 
minimum requirements for school buildings as l"FEl, iEleEl required by section 
21; lots for school buildings, @oF leases thereof or rentals of lots or school 
buildings; minor repairs to school buildings or equipment; services, &fi-4 
expenses, and fees of agents, &fi-4 attendance officers, and clerical assistance; 
office expenses; utility service; school medical and dental services; and any 
other expenses he may deem necessary to carry out the purposes of the 
above mentioned sections.' 

Sec. 3. R. S., c. 37, § 148, amended. Section 148 of chapter 37 of the 
revised statutes, as amended, is hereby further amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 148. Limitation of school tax rate for unorganized units ... \3/heR 
e¥ei' ~ ~ ~ @oF ~ 1"8FS81'lS @4 ~ ~ FesiEle1'lt @4 &ft ttl'l:ElFgaRii!eEl 
~ ~ Wft'S foFffi.eFly .i, ~ @oF l"laRtatisR, e,tt ~ + @4 tttty yeM, 

ffl aeesrEla:Ree ~ #te ~ F@tttF1'l!3 @4 #t@ ~ ~ '9ft+4 ttHEJFgani2eEl 
~ ~ ar,psinte4 ~ #te esmffi.issisReF ftt. l"FEl, iEleEl ~ seetioH ~ 

I. As soon as practicable after April 1, 1951, and on April x, annually, 
thereafter, the total cost of school privileges provided in any unorganized 
unit under sections 142, 143, 144 and 146, for the school year ending on 
the falls,. iHg preceding June 30, together with an additional charge of 
~ 8% of such total cost for administration, but with deductions for the 
amount of interest on lands reserved, if any, prorated to allow for the 
allocation provided by subsection I of section 38 of chapter 32, of said 
unorganized unit for said school year and #t@ B:R'l:Elttl'l:t '9ft+4 tm.sFga:Ri>!eEl 
~ ++ a, ~ -~ Feeeive ~ #te '8ffl4.e .i,s J'FElviaeEl ey seetisl'l: ~' 
2!&r, i:!@9, ~. ftit4 ~. any other sums credited to the unorganized terri­
tory school fund on behalf of said unit, shall be assessed upon the prop­
erty of said unorganized unit by the state tax assessor in accordance with 
the provisions of section 74-A of chapter 14, provided said assessment 
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shall be limited to & ~ ~ ~ e+ +e ~ ~ #te ~ ~ the 
average of school tax rates of the municipalities of the state for the pre­
ceding school year. It shall be the duty of the commissioner to furnish 
on or before February IO of #te feills,, ing; each year to the state tax 
assessor a €1:etaileEl statement of expenditures for school purposes in each 
unorganized unit during the preceding school year and deductions on ac­
count of interest on lands reserved and ~ ~ ~ other credits 
as hereinbefore provided for such unorganized units, for use in making 
said tax assessment and as a permanent record thereof. ::i:+t,e f)F@eeeEls e+ 
+!tts ~ ~ .J.,.e ereEliteEl ,t., #te g:ettentl ~- A copy of said statement 
shall also be furnished to the commissioner of finance, who shall credit 
the amount of said tax assessment to the unorganized territory school 
fund for the fiscal year following the date of such statement. 

II. The state tax assessor shall include the amounts of such school tax 
assessment, as made in accordance with the provisions of section 74-A 
of chapter 14, in the statements referred to in section 77 of chapter 14. 
He shall collect such taxes and deposit the receipts with the treasurer of 
state daily. Payment and collection of such school taxes shall be in ac­
cordance with the provisions of sections 77-A to 77-C, inclusive of chap­
ter 14. 

III. Such additional amounts as are recommended by the commissioner 
as necessary to carry out the provisions of sections 142, 143, 144, 146, 
147, 149 and 155 shall be appropriated by the legislature from the general 
funds of the state and credited to the unorganized territory school fund. 

IV. Any expended balance in the unorganized territory school fund 
shall be carried forward and shall not lapse into the unappropriated sur­
plus account.' 




