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NINETY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 861

H. P. 1308 House of Representatives, February 22, 1951.

Referred to the Committee on Inland Fisheries and Game, sent up for
concurrence and ordered printed. :
HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk
Presented by Mr. Carville of Eustis.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED
FIFTY-ONE

AN ACT Relating to Crop and Orchard Damage by Deer.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:

R. S, c. 33, § 84, amended. Section 84 of chapter 33 of the revised stat-
utes, as revised, is hereby amended to read as follows:

‘Sec. 84. Crop and orchard damage.

I. Any person may take on land owned or occupied by him deer which
he can prove was ## the aet of doing substantial damage to a fruit tree or
a crop, except grass; and he may authorize a member of his family or a
person employed by him to take such deer. A person by whom, or un-
der whose direction, such deer is wounded or killed shall within 12 hours
report all the facts relative to such act, in writing signed by him, to a fish
and game warden. Such report shall state the time and place of such
wounding or killing and the amount of damage done by the deer. A per-
son who kills such deer shall immediately properly dress the carcass or
carcasses and care for the meat. The fish and game warden shall im-
mediately investigate the case and if he is satisfied that the deer was taken
as herein provided, he shall give the person a certificate of his finding in
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the matter. Such certificate shall entitle such person to the ownership
of the carcass or carcasses.

II. The cultivator of any orchard or growing crop, except grass, or the
owner, mortgagee or keeper of said crops or orchard, may kill deer or
other protected wild animals, except beaver, or birds, feusd doing dam-
age as provided in subsection I. Said cultivator, owner, mortgagee or
keeper shall within 12 hours make the report as provided in subsection
I and shall dress the carcass, or carcasses, and care for the meat as pro-
vided in said subsection I. The fish and game warden shall immediately
investigate the case, and, if he is satisfied that the deer was taken as here-
in provided, he shall give said cultivator, owner, mortgagee or keeper a
certificate of his finding in the matter. Such certificate shall entitle said
cultivator, owner, mortgagee or keeper to the ownership of the carcass
Or carcasses.

The ewrer, or oecupies of land, mentioned in subsection + of this see-
tHon or the cultivetor, owner, mortgasee or keeper, mentioned i subsee-
ton + of this seetton shel wwithin 3 days efter he disecowers there 5
damege betns done to seid fruit iree, orchard of growing crop exeept
eress, by deer oFf other protected animels, of birds, repert the same in
werden tr whese dictret oaid erop, or fruit tree, or orchard, 15 being
damesed. Said commissioner shaH thereupon entse to be meade sueh n-
westigation a5 15 neecessery to determine the {fmets, and, ¥ he finds thet
danrage has been done as aHeged, he shell autherize payment for oaid
damase.

ITI. It shall be unlawful to place salt or any other bait or food in any
place for the purpose of enticing deer thereto.

. Any dead deer found mot heving o tag etteched thereto rdentify-
tng the owser thereof shell be the property of the stote end shadd be
seized by the first warden whe finds swid earenss, to be dispesed of by
IV. Whenever the commissioner deems it impossible to keep deer from
doing damage to orchards and crops, except grass, the department shall
furnish to the owner of such orchards and crops necessary repellants
without cost to such owner.

V. Whenever the commissioner deems it impossible to keep deer from
doing damage to young orchards, he may enter into an agreement with
owner of such orchard whereby the department will assume % the cost
of fencing such orchard.
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open seasen for deer hunting’





