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NINETY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 745

H. P 1178 . House of Representatives, February 15, 1951.
Referred to Committee on Towns and Counties. Sent up for concurrence

and ordered printed.
HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk.

Presented by Mr. Albert of Augusta.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED
FIFTY-ONE

AN ACT to Amend the Charter of the City of Augusta by Providing for
the Appropriation of School Funds by the City Council.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:

Sec. 1. P. & S. L., 1919, c. 75, & 32, repealed and replaced. Section.32
of chapter 75 of the private and special laws of 1919, as amended by chap-
ter 51 of the private and special laws of 1923, is hereby repealed and the
following enacted in place thereof:

‘Sec. 32. Board of education to prepare a budget; meeting of mayeor,
board of education and finance committee to consider budget; appropria-
tion by city council; books of board of education to be audited. Said board
of education shall prepare a report of the affairs and conditions of the city
schools for the year ending on the 31st day of December preceding and a
detailed estimate in the form of a budget of the amount needed for school
purposes for the current year and shall submit a copy of said report and
estimate to the mayor and each member of the city council by the 1st day of
March of each year. There shall be held at such time as shall be fixed by
the mayor a joint meeting of said board of education and the mayor and the
finance committee of said city council, due notice of which meeting shall be
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given jointly by the mayor and superintendent of schools to each member
of said board of education and said finance committee, to consider such esti-
mate, and said board of education shall give full information with reference
to said estimate and their reasons for fixing the items thereof at the amounts
therein stated. It shall be the duty of the mayor and the members of said
board of education and of said finance committee to be present at said meet-
ing. Said mayor and finance committee, or any member thereof, or of said
board of education, who do not concur in said estimate or any item thereof
shall, unless said item or items are changed by said board of education,
present their reasons for their non-concurrence at the meeting, or meetings,
of the city council at which the appropriations of school moneys are made.
The city council shall have the power to raise moneys for the support of
public schools in said city and shall appropriate for the current year ending
on the 31st day of December such sum, not less than the amount required
by the general laws of the state, as they may deem necessary for that pur-
pose. Such sum shall be included with and assessed like other city taxes,
and all the provisions of law relating to the assessment and collection of
taxes shall be applicable to such tax. All salaries, wages and bills con-
tracted by said board of education in the usual and regular course during
the period between the said 315t day of December and the raising of said
money for the then current year, and for the payment of which school funds
are not available, shall be paid by the city treasurer and charged up against
the school appropriation for said current year. It shall be the duty of the
city auditor, under the direction of the mayor and finance committee, to
audit the books of said board of education from time to time and as directed
by said mayor and finance committee. The city council shall have the power
to raise or borrow money for the building and reconstruction of school
buildings and the purchase of lots therefor.

Sec. 2. Local referendum; effective date. This act shall take effect go
days after the adjournment of this legislature only for the purpose of per-
mitting its acceptance or rejection by the legal voters of the city of Augusta
at a regular or special election called by the municipal officers. Failure of
approval shall not prevent submitting the question to the voters again, For
the purposes of such election the city clerk shall reduce the subject matter
of this act to the following question: “Shall the Act to Amend the Charter
of the City of Augusta by Providing for the Appropriation of School Funds
by the City Council be accepted ?” and the voters shall indicate by a cross or
check mark placed against the words “Yes” or “No” their opinion of the
same. This act shall take effect for all the purposes hereof immediately
upon its acceptance by a majority vote of the legal voters voting at said
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election. The result of the vote shall be declared by the municipal officers
of the city of Augusta and due certificates thereof filed by the city clerk
with the secretary of state,





