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NINETY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 416 

H. P. 686 House of Representatives, February 2, 1951. 
Referred to Committee on Highways. Sent up for concurrence and or

dered printed. 
HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk. 

Presented by Mr. Sinclair of Pittsfield. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
FIFTY-ONE 

AN ACT to Facilitate Extension of the Maine Turnpike. 

Preamble. Whereas, by chapter 69 of the private and special laws of 
194r, approved- April r7, r94r (herein sometimes called the "act"), the 
Maine Turnpike Authority (herein sometimes called the "authority") was 
duly created as a body corporate and politic and was authorized and em
powered to construct, maintain and operate in integral operating units a 
turnpike from a point at or near Kittery in York county to a point at or 
near Fort Kent in Aroostook county, and to issue turnpike revenue bonds 
payable solely from revenues to pay the cost of such construction; and 

Whereas, it is declared by the act that the accomplishment by the au
thority of the authorized purpose stated in the act is for the benefit of the 
people of the state of Maine and for the improvement of their commerce 
and prosperity in which accomplishment the authority will be performing 
essential governmental functions; and when all bonds issued by the author
ity for paying the cost of the turnpike and the interest thereon shall have 
been paid or a sufficient amount for the payment of all such bonds and the 
interest to maturity thereon shall have been set aside in trust for the bene
fit of the bondholders and shall continue to be held for that purpose, the 
authority shall be dissolved and the turnpike, its connecting tunnels and 



2 LEGISLATIVE DOCUMENT No. 416 

bridges, overpasses and underpasses, its leases, rights, easements, fran
chises, land and property shall become the property of the state of Maine 
and all revenue therefrom shall become payable to the treasurer of state 
as a part of the highway funds of the state and the turnpike, its connecting 
tunnels, bridges, overpasses and underpasses shall be maintained and oper
ated by the state highway commission, and all funds of the authority n.ot 
required for the payment of the bonds and all machinery, equipment and 
other property belonging to the authority appertaining to the maintenance 
and operation of the turnpike shall be vested in the state highway com
mission ; and 

Whereas, the first integral operating unit of the turnpike, extending from 
a point in the town of Kittery at or near the approach to the interstate toll 
bridge over the Piscataqua river to a point in the city of Portland in Cum
berland county connecting with Congress street in the Stroudwater section, 
with an approach connecting with U. S. route No. I at or near Cash cor
ner in South Portland, has been constructed by the authority and such con
struction was financed by an issue of turnpike revenue bonds of the au
thority in the aggregate principal amount of $20,600,000, all of which are 
now outstanding and unpaid ; and 

Whereas, the construction of an additional unit of the turnpike, extend
ing from the present northern terminus of the first unit at Portland into or 
through the heart of the state will greatly improve the commerce and pros
perity and the health and living conditions of all the people in the state; 
and 

Whereas, the construction of such additional unit will relieve traffic con
gestion on existing highways which is rapidly becoming a menace to the 
safety of the inhabitants of the state, and will relieve the highway funds 
of the state of enormous expenditures for widening and constructing extra 
lanes on existing highways; and 

Whereas, the construction and operation of such additional units will 
substantially add to the funds available by the state of Maine for construc
tion of public highways and will attract many motorists to Maine who will, 
in turn, buy more gasoline and further increase revenues of the state for 
use on other public highways; and 

Whereas, the provisions of this supplemental act are necessary to effect 
the financing of such additional unit; now, therefore, 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows : 

R. S., c. 20, § ro7, sub-§ VIII, additional. Section 107 of chapter 20 of 
the revised statutes is hereby amended by adding thereto a new subsection, 
to be numbered VIII, to read as follows : 

'VIII. For returning and paying to the Maine Turnpike Authority, 
created by chapter 69 of the private and special laws of 194r, an amount 
equal to the amount of the tax on that number of gallons of internal 
combustion engine fuels which are consumed on each integral operating 
unit of the turnpike theretofore constructed by the authority under the 
provisions of said chapter 69, the amount to be paid to the authority to 
be calculated on the basis of r gallon of fuel for each rs miles of motor 
vehicle travel over each such unit. On or before the rsth day of each 
month, the executive director of the authority shall certify to the treas
urer of state the number of miles of motor vehicle travel over each such 
unit in the preceding calendar month, and within rs days after the re
ceipt of each such certificate, the treasurer of state shall pay to the sec
retary and treasurer of the authority, or to such trustee or cotrustee of 
funds of the authority as shall be designated by the authority, the amount 
payable to the authority according to such certificate and calculated as 
above set forth; provided, however, that there shall be deducted from 
the amount payable for the last month of each calendar year a pro rata 
part of the amount expended during such calendar year under the provi
visions of subsection IV. The amount so paid to the authority on ac
count of each such unit shall be deemed to be revenues of such unit the 
same as tolls and other revenues collected by the authority. Until bonds 
are issued by the authority for paying the cost of an additional integral 
operating unit of the turnpike, all moneys received by the turnpike au
thority under the provisions of this subsection shall be deposited in a 
special fund and may be used by the authority only for the purpose of 
conducting traffic and engineering studies preparatory, and deemed by 
the authority necessary, in order to extend or construct an additional 
operating unit of the turnpike. Upon the issuance of any turnpike reve
nue bonds or turnpike revenue refunding bonds by the authority under 
the provisions of chapter 69 of the private and special laws of r941, as 
amended and supplemented, the provisions of this subsection shall be 
deemed to constitute a material part of the contract between the authority 
and the holders of such bonds.' 




