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NINETY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 295 

H. P. 442 House of Representatives, January 31, 1951. 
Referred to the Committee on Agriculture, sent up for concurrence and 

ordered printed. 
HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk 

Presented by Mr. Ricker of Turner. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
FIFTY-ONE 

AN ACT Relating to Cooperative Agricultural Extension Work. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows : 

Sec. I. R. S., c. 27, § 237, amended. Section 237 of chapter 27 of the 
revised statutes is hereby amended to read as follows : 

'Sec. 237. Manner in which work may be carried on. Cooperative agri­
cultural extension work shall consist of the giving of practical demonstra­
tions in agriculture and home economics, and imparting information on said 
subjects through field demonstrations, publications and otherwise; and this 
work shall be carried on in each county in such manner as may be mutually 
agreed upon by the executive committee of the ~ bHrea-tt ;..+ 5ttett county 
extension association, provided for in section 238, and the trustees of the 
University of Maine, College of Agriculture, or their duly appointed repre­
sentatives.' 

Sec. 2. R. S., c. 27, § 238, amended. Section 238 of chapter 27 of the 
revised statutes is hereby amended to read as follows : 

'Sec. 238. Organizations to be known as "county extension associations" 
to be formed. For the purpose of carrying out the provisions of sections 
236 to 240, inclusive, there may be created in each county or combination 
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of 2 counties within the state an organization to be known as a "~ .J....H­
¥ea-t:t," ttt -tH-e follo .. i~ ffltt~ wi..ettever & 11MrnBer tffi4; ~ #H.tt ,eee 84 
~ 4i4e ~ resitl:ettts ~ ~ eoMnty .,.r eol'l:'luittatiott 84 2 eom~tie., 
ttt -Hi-e ~ ~ flff¥e effeetetl: tem:tJorary ~ttizatiott .f.,.r ~ €*­

tettsion ~ ttt ag:rieMltMre ftoH4 ~ eeonornic~, ftoH4 "county extension 
association," and its services available to all residents of a county. Such 
county extension association shall have adopted a constitution and set of 
bylaws acceptable to the University of Maine, College of Agriculture, and 
they shall be recognized as the official body within said county or counties 
for carrying on extension work in agriculture and home economics within 
said county or counties in cooperation with the University of Maine, College 
of Agriculture. Such organization may make such regulations and bylaws 
for its government and the carrying on of its work as are not inconsistent 
with the provisions of said sections ; fJFO, iEie-4 ~,t att;- eouttty ~HT .J....H­
~ .,.r ~ e~ 8-Fg'Ernizatiett ~i-tt att;- 84 -tH-e esttft-ti.e .. i;;,. -tH-e ~ 
#H.-t t9 fT€,W 4'ttttj;' €*-t€~ ~ itt ~~ tttT4 ~ ff6l~Offiie.. 

ttt eootJeratioH- wtHt -tH-e Uttiversity 84 M-.Htte, f;6++et;e 84 Agrirnlture, tt~­

@oi'T eoR1f)lyi~ ~ -tH-e fJFO¥isio;;,.., 84 -tfl+,s 5ee-ti+,flc, ~ .J.,.e ,t~ ¥-ee6f;~ 

~ ~MreaM 84 -tH-e e~ .,.r €6-1:t~ ""''~ +-t tS loea-te-4, aft4 provided 
fMrther that but one such organization shall be formed in each county.' 

Sec. 3. R. S., c. 27, § 239, amended. Section 239 of chapter 27 of the 
revised statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 239. County extension association to prepare budget; county com­
missioners may levy tax. The executive committee of each county ~ 
BMreaM extension association shall annually prepare an annual financial 
budget for the 12 months beginning January l st next thereafter, showing 
in detail its estimate of the amount of money to be expended under the 
provisions of sections 236 to 240, inclusive, within the county or counties 
for such 12 months; shall submit the same to a vote of the Bttreatt associ­
ation at the regular annual meeting and, if the budget is approved by a 
majority vote of the members of the BttreaM association present at such 
meeting, the executive committee shall submit the same to the board of 
county commissioners on a date in December approved by said county 
commissioners, and the county commissioners shall include the amount of 
this budget in the appropriations by them annually recommended, and levy 
a tax therefor; provided fMrthe¥, however, that the amount thus raised by 
direct taxation within any county or combination of counties for the pur­
poses of sections 236 to 240, inclusive, shall be not less than $1 ,ooo Mt-4 tffi4; 

Me-r-e ~ ~.eee atttt1;1ally. Prw, ieee, ho .. ever annually per county ex::­
tension agent; provided further, that ffl ~ eottttties Ha, ittg -tH-e seP, iees 
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e+ ~ #ttrtt ,s eJEtettsion ~ at the request of the county ~ tnueaH 
extension association made on the said date in December, the county com­
missioners of the county may allow an amount in excess of ~,eee, ~ ~ 
emee<li~ ~,eee the minimum specified, which shall also be included in the 
budget and for which a tax shall be levied. These funds shall be used for 
the maintenance of the county extension service, including salaries of 
agents and clerks, office rental, supplies, equipment, postage, telephone, and 
for such other expenses as necessary to maintain an efficient and effective 
county extension service. "\i\Thenever the inhabitants of 2 counties shall 
unite for organization in one +ttffrr l,,,uFeau association the amount of the 
tax assessed upon each county shall be in the proportion which the 11:uw,beF 
e+ ~ bureB:U 'l'l+effl~ last state valuation in that county bears to the 
total namee+' e+ membeH. of the last state valuation in the 2 counties so 
unitecl.' 

Sec. 4. R. S., c. 27, § 240, amended. Section 240 of chapter 27 of the 
revised statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 240. Annual report to be rendered to trustees of University of 
of Maine, College of Agriculture and to county commissioners. It shall be 
the duty of each said county +.H,;ffi #ttt'eittt ~c,-+1,,€4 m 4-ft.e ~4i~ 5€e­
~ extension association, annually, on or before the 10th clay of Decem­
ber, to present its plan of extension work for the ensuing year and to render 
to both the trustees of the University of Maine, College of Agriculture, and 
the county commissioners a full detailed report of its extension activities 
for the preceding fiscal year, including a detailer! report of its receipts and 
expenditures from all sources; and the financial report of such county +tH<f!'!o 
~R,tt extension association shall be on such forms as may be prescribed 
by the trustees of the University of l\Iaine, College of Agriculture.' 




