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NINETY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 209 

S. P. u8 In Senate, January 26, 1951 
Referred to the Committee on Liquor Control. Sent down for concur

rence and ordered printed. 
CHESTER T. WINSLOW, Secretary 

Presented by Senator Dennett of York. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
FIFTY-ONE 

AN ACT to Clarify Provisions of the Liquor Law. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows : 

Sec. 1. R. S., c. 57, § 1, amended. The 4th paragraph of section 1 of 
chapter 57 of the revised statutes, as amended by chapter 246 of the public 
laws of 1947, is hereby repealed and the following enacted in place thereof: 

· ' "Club" shall mean any reputable group of individuals incorporated and 
operating in a bona fide manner solely for objects of recreational, social, 
patriotic or fraternal nature and not for pecuniary gain. To qualify for 
license or any renewal thereof under the provisions of this chapter a club 
shall, for at least 2 years immediately preceding application therefor, have 
been in continuous operation and existence, regularly occupied as owner 
or lessee a suitable clubhouse or quarters for use of members, held regular 
meetings, conducted its business through officers regularly elected, and 
charged and collected dues from electe<l members, except that any veterans' 
organization in the state having a charter from a national veterans' organ
ization shall be exempt from the 2-year requirement, provided it has been 
established for not less than 3 months.' 

Sec. 2. R. S., c. 57, § 1, amended. The 9th paragraph of section 1 of 
chapter 57 of the revised statutes, as enacted by chapter 226 of the public 
laws of 1947 and amended by section 96 of chapter 349 of the public laws 
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of 1949, is hereby further amended by adding at the end thereof the fol
lowing sentence : 

'Increase in population as shown by the 1950 and any subsequent federal 
census shall not affect the eligibility for license of premises licensed prior 
to any such census.' 

Sec. 3. R. S., c. 57, § 13, amended. The next to last paragraph of 
~ection 13 of chapter 57 of the revised statutes, as repealed and replaced 
by chapter 92 of the public laws of 1947, is hereby amended by adding at 
the end thereof the following sentence: 

'In the case of wine bottlers and wineries, the license shall authorize sale 
and delivery of wine to holders of sacramental wine permits issued by the 
commission.' 

Sec. 4. R. S., c. 57, § 22-D, amended. The last sentence of the 1st 
paragraph of section 22-D of chapter 57 of the revised statutes, as en
acted by section I of chapter 264 of the public laws of 1949, is hereby re
pealed. 

Sec. 5. R. S., c. 57, § 22-E, amended. The last 2 sentences of section 
22-E of chapter 57 of the revised statutes, as enacted by section I of chapter 
259 of the public laws of 1949, are hereby repealed and the following en
acted in place thereof : 
'No person, having his or its license for manufacture or sale of liquor at 
wholesale or retail revoked, shall be granted a license until the expiration, 
of 5 years from the date of such revocation. No person unlicensed at the 
time of the offense, who is convicted of violating any of the laws of thi$ 
state or of the United States with respect to the manufacture, transpor..1 
tation, importation, possession or sale of intoxicating liquor, shall be 
granted a license for the sale of liquor for a period of 5 years from the date 
of such conviction.' 

Sec. 6. R. S., c. 57, § 22-F, amended. The 1st 2 paragraphs of section 
22-F of chapter 57 of the revised statutes, as enacted by section I of chapter 
85 of the public laws of 1949, are hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Hotel-Spirituous and vinous (in cities or towns having popu-
lation of 10,000 or more) ............................. . 

Hotel-Spirituous and vinous (in cities or towns having popu-
lation of less than rn,ooo) .............................. . 
Population shall be determined according to each federal 
decennial census as shown by any official report authorized by 
the federal census act and shall apply to the licensing period 
next following such official report.' 

$600.00 

300.00 
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Sec. 7. R. S., c. 57, § 35, amended. The 1st paragraph of section 35 of 
chapter 57 of the revised statutes, as amended by chapter 179 of the public 
laws of 1945 and repealed and replaced by chapter 90 of the public laws of 
1947, is hereby repealed and the following enacted in place thereof: 

'The commission, upon application in writing, may transfer any retail 
liquor license from one place to another within the same municipality; pro
vided such transfer shall only be made with the approval of municipal 
officers of such municipality in all cases except retail store licenses; but no 
such transfer shall be made to premises for which the license could not have 
been originally lawfully issued.' 

Sec. 8. R. S., c. 57, § 37, amended. The 1st sentence of section 37 of 
chapter 57 of the revised statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'No licensee shall permit on the licensed premises, or premises contiguous 
or adjacent thereto, under his control, any music, except radio or other 
mechanical device, any dancing or entertainment of any sort unless the 
licensee shall have first obtained from the commission a special amusement 
permit for which he shall pay to the commission a ~ fee of $10.' 

Sec. 9. R. S., c. 57, §§ 38, 39~ repealed; § 38-A, renumbered. Sections 
38 and 39 of chapter 57 of the revised statutes, as amended, are hereby re
pealed; and section 38-A of chapter 57 of the revised statutes, as enacted 
by chapter 89 of the public laws of 1947, is hereby renumbered to be section 
38 of said chapter 57. 

Sec. 10. R. S., c. 57, § 40, amended. The 1st sentence of section 40 of 
chapter 57 of the revised statutes, as amended by chapter 185 of the public 
laws of 1945; by section 3 of chapter 322 of the public laws of 1947; and 
by section 104 of chapter 349 and section l of chapter 419, both of the 
public laws of 1949, is hereby further amended to read as follows: 

'Licenses for the sale of spirituous and vinous liquor to be consumed on the 
premises where sold may be issued to clubs and to bona fide hotels, restau
rants, steamboats and railroad dining cars on payment of the fees herein 
provided; subjec"t, however, to the condition that the application therefor 
be approved by the municipal officers of the town or city in which such in
tended licensee, if operating a club, restaurant or hotel, is operating the 
same, and if said hotel, restaurant or club is located in an unorganized place 
said application shall be approved by the county commissioners of the 
county, within which such unorganized place is located, and subject to the 
further condition that licenses issued to restaurants shall be limited to malt 
liquor &fl4 or wine, or both.' 
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Sec. II. R. S., c. 57, § 46, amended. The 1st sentence of section 46 of 
chapter 57 of the revised statutes is hereby amended to read as follows : 

'No spirituous or vinous license shall be granted to a hotel, club or restau
rant until the applicant therefor has filed with the commission a bond to 
the state of Maine in the penal sum of $1 ,ooo as liquidated damages in case 
of default as hereinafter mentioned.' 




