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STATE OF MAINE 

I.\' TIIE YE:\R OF OCR LORD :'.\T"\'ETEE:'.\ IIGXDRED 
FORTY-.\'I.\'E 

AN ACT to Incorporate the Town of Gorham School District. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. I. Incorporation; name; purposes. Snbject to the prm·isions oi 
sections 8 and<) hereui, the inhabitants of and the territory within the town 
of Gorham are hereby created a body politic and corporate under the name 
oi ''Town oi Gorham School District" ior the pnrpose of acfp1i1·ing land 
for school purposes and purposes incidental thereto, including playgrounds 
and athletic t1elds: erecting, equipping. and maintaining 011 said land a 
school building or buildings: \\ith the right to lease or let said property to 
,;aid town: all for the benetit oi tlie inhabitants of said district: receiyin;..;. 
accepting, and holdin~· gift,;. 1--;rants ur clcyises of property real, per,onal. 
ur mixed to lie used for schoul and related athletic and recreational pur

poses. 

Sec. 2. Trustees, powers and duties; limitations. ".\11 the affairs of 
said district, except the election of teachers who shall sene in said town 
oi Gorham school,; and the fixing of their salaries, the courses of ~tudy. 
the terms of school. aml all other matters pertaining to the education oi 
pupils. which matters shall he controlled by the school committee oi the 
town of Gorham. shall be managed by a hoard oi ,; trustees "·ho shall be 
selected as hereinafter pnffided. This board of trustees acting for said 



2 LEGI SL\ TI\-E DOCUi\lF.\"T Xo. r 506 

district shall have and exercise all the powers and authorities necessary to 
carry ont the purposes of this act and the powers and authorities granteil 
herein. 

Sec. 3. Trustees, how chosen; tenure of office; organization of board; 
officers; vacancies; compensation; reports. ,\s soon as may be after the ac
ceptance of this act, as hereinafter provided, the selectmen of the town 
of Gorham shall appoint 5 trustees of said district to hold office as fol
lows respectively: 1 until the next a1rnual tmvn meeting inllm1·ing ac
ceptance of this· act; 1 until the 2nd annual town meeting· thereafter; 
1 until the 3rcl annual town meeting· thereaiter; 1 nntil the ..j.th annual 
town meeting thereafter and I until the 5th annual t0\\"11 meeting there
after. ,--\t each annual town meeting of the town of Corharn. beginning 
with the annual town meeting aiter the acceptance of this act. 1 trustee 
shall be electcrl to sen·e until the annual tl•11·11 meeting occurring 5 year~ 
thereafter by the voters at large 011 a non-partisan ballot requiring a 
50-name petition in nomination to he fikcl q da1·s at least before election. 
exclusive of Sundays and holidays. 

Vacancies occurring for any rca,;r !ll ,-,hall be filled until the next annual 
town meeting by appointment by the ,,electmen of the town of Gorham; 
whereupon. election for the remainder of the term shall he completed in the 
same manner as prcn·icled for regular election upon the expiration of terms. 
Removal irom the town of C~orharn hy any trustee shall ipso facto \·acatc 
his office. 

The 111e111bcrs of the hoard. as s,1u11 as con1·enie11t aiter they have been 
chosen as above provided. shall meet upon call of one of their number after· 
such reasonable notice as he shall deem prnper. They shall tben elect from 
their membership a president, clerk ancl treasurer. adopt a corporate seal 
and do all other acts. matters and things necessary to p~rfect their organ
izatio11. Tims organized, thl'. trustees shall ha \·e the right ancl authority to 
employ such officers and ag·ents as they may deem necessary ior the propec· 
conduct and manag·cment oi the affair;; oi the district and shall at once pro
ceed to carry out the duties oi their office. 

\'\'ithin ~ ,1·eeks following the regular election in the t(l\\"11 oi Gorham ior 
the election of town officers each year. the trustees shall meet ior the pur
pose of electing a president. clerk and treasurer for the ensuing year. 

The trustees shall serve without compen,;atiun. except that the treasurer 
~hall ren·in: f<lr his services an amount tn he fixed bv the board oi t"rus
tces rn >t to exceed SI oo per year. 
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The treasurer shall give bond to the district in such sum and with such 
::,meties as the trustees ma>· determine. which bond shall remain in the cus
iody of the president. The treasurer's salary, bond premium, and all ex
pensl·s uf the: district shall be paid from the funds of the district. 

.\t the close ui each fiscal yt·ar oi said district. which shall coincide with 
tht' bed year of the tmrn of Gorham. the trustees shall make a detailed 
report uf their doings, of the financial conditions of said district, of the 
phpical C( 111dition of its property. and also of such other matters and 
things pertaining tu said district as shall show the inhabitants thereof how 
~aicl trustees arc fulfilling the duties and obligations of their trnst. Such 
rqi(Jrt shall be filer! with the selectmen of the town of Gorham. 

Sec. 4. How financed. To procure funds for the purposes of this act 
and ,;nch other expense as may he necessary for the carrying out of said 
pHposes. the said district. by its trustees. is hereby authorized to issue and 
~ell it;; hnnds and notes. hut shail not incur a total indebtedness exceeding 
the ~,1m of $300,000. Each hund ancl nc,te shall have inscribed on its face 
th," \\·(mis, "Town uf Gorham School District" and shall bear interest at 
~uch rates as the trustees shall determine, payable semiannually. Said bonds 
and notes may he issued to mature serially or made to run for such periods 
a:.:. said trustees may determine. hut nune of which shall run for a longer 
period than 30 years. All bonds and notes issued hy said district may be 
callable at any interest date. The ~aid bontls and notes shall be legal invest
ments for trust companies and savings banks. :\11 notes or bonds issued by 
said district shall he signed by the treasurer and countersigned by the presi
dent of the district, and if coupon bonds are issued, each coupon shall be at
tested by a facsimile signature of the president and treasurer printed there
on. Said notes and bonds shall be legal obligations of said district, which 
is hereby declared to be a quasi-municipal corporation within the meaning 
of section I 32 of chapter 49 of the revised statutes. and all the provisions 
of said section shall be applicable thereto. The said district is hereby au
thorized and empowered to enter into such an agreement with the state or 
federal government, or any corporation or board authorized by the state 
or federal government to loan money or otherwise assist in the financing 
of such projects as this school district is authorized to carry out, as may 
he necessary or desirable to accomplish the purposes of this act. 

Sec. 5. Sinking fund; refunding bonds provided for. In case any bonds 
or notes at any time issued are made to run for a period of years ( as dis
tinguished from serial maturity), the trustees shall establish a sinking fund 
for such bonds or notes for the purpose of redeeming the same when they 
become due. The amount to be paid annually into such sinking fund shall 
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be not less than 30% of the total principal amount of such bonds or notes 
originally issued. 

In addition to such annual sinking innd payment, the trustees shall have 
authority from time tu time to add to any such sinking fund any funcb of 
said district not required for other purposes. Funds in any sinking fund 
may be deposited in any trust company or sa,·ings bank within the state 
or may be invested in whole or in part in any bonds of the United States, 
ilf the state of :;\faine, or rJf an_v pulitical suhcliYision thereof, as the trustee:i 
may determine. Interest received on any funds so invested shall be added 
to the sinking fund. \\'hen and if the amount accumulated in any sinking 
iuncl, together with interest received or to he recei ,·eel thereon. shall he suf
Jicient to pay at maturity or, at the option uf the tru,;tees. to redeem the 
bonds or notes ior the beneht of which such sinking fund \\'as established, 
all iurthe:r payments tu such sinking iund shall cease. 

\Vhenn-er any bomb ur 1ll,tes issued hy said district may hccorne clue or 
can he purchased or callecl for redemption by said district on favorable 
terms. saicl tru,-tees. ii sufficient iu11cb ha,·e accumulated in the sinking- funri 
proviclec\ therefor. shall pay. pu1Thase or reclee111 said honcls or notes and 
caned them. In no case shall bonds or note;; su paid. purchased or re
deemed. and ca11cellecl. IJe reis,'iucd. 

In case the amount iL any sinking fund shall nut be sufficient to pay the 
total amount when clue of the bollCb or notes for ,vhich such sinking fund 
,1·as pro,·iclecl. or in case it shall become desirable in the opinion of the truss 
tees to call for redemption any uutstanding bonds or notes and to issue new 
bonds or notes in their stead. authority is hereby grantee! to said trustees 
tn issue ne,v bonds or notes suA-icient in amount to pay or redeem so many 
c,[ said original bonds or notes a5 cannot be paid or redeemed from the 
sinking funcl provided therefor. if any; but in no case shall such new bonds 
or notes mature more than 30 years from the original date of issue of the 
original bonds or notes so refunded. 

Sec. 6. Assessment of taxes authorized to meet indebtedness; how col
lected; procedure. The trustees of the "To\\'n of Gorham School District" 
shall determine what sum is required each year ior sinking fund payment:", 
or if the bonds or notes authorized by this act shall he issued to mature 
serially. what sum is required each year to meet the honcls and notes falling· 
clue, ancl what sum is required e::i.ch year to meet the interest on said bonds 
or other obligations, and what sum is required each year to meet other 
necessary expenses in the district, and shall each year. before the rst day 
of April. issue their ,,·arrant in the same form as the warrant of the treas-
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urer of state for taxes, with proper changes, to the assessors of the town 
of Gorham, requiring that they assess the total sum so determined upon the 
taxable polls and estates within said cbtrict and to commit their assessment 
to the constable or collector oi said tuwn of Gorham, who shall have all 
authority and powers to collect said taxes as is vested hy law to collect 
state. county and unmicipal taxes. 011 or beiore the 3 ist day of December 
o i the year in which said tax is so levied, the treasurer oi ~aid town shall 
pay the amount of the tax so assessed against said district to the treasurer 
uf said district. In case of a failure on the part of the treasurer of the town 
to pay said sum, or in case of his iailnre to pay any part thereof on or be
fore said 31st day of December oi the year in which said tax is levied, the 
treasurer of said district may issue his warrant for the amount of said tax 
or so much thereoi as shall then remain unpaid tu the sheriff of Cum6er
land couuty, requiring him to levy by distress and sale on real and persona[ 
property of any of the inhabitants oi said district. and the sheriff or either· 
or any of his deputies shall execute said warrant, except as is otherwise 
provided herein. The same authority as is vested in county officials for the 
collection of county taxes. under the provisions of the revised statutes, is 
hereh\· vested in the trustees of saicl district in relation to the rnllectio11 ,l' 
taxe,.; \\·ith in said district. 

Sec. 7. Authorization to receive property, etc. The said district i~ 
herein- authorized to receive from the town of Gorham. and the said town 
ui Gorham is hereby authorized to cmn-ey tu said district the school lam[ 
and buildings situated in the town of Gorham and to turn over to said 
,;chool district such sums of llH>ney as it 111ay raise either by taxation or by 
bond issue ior the purpose oi constructing a school building or buildings. 
Before com·eyance of said Janel and buildings or turning m·er of said funds, 
the municipal officers shall he duly authorized to do so by a majority of the 
legal voters of said tcrn:n, voting at a special meeting· callee! for that pur
pose or at any regular tmvn meeting. 

Sec. 8. Provisions for termination of board of trustees. .\t such time 
as the school lmilcling or huilcli11gs and related athletic and recreational 
iacilities shall ha\·e been rn111pleted, equipped and occupied by pupib n[ 
,-aid district. and the hoard of trustees uf the district shall have discharged. 
all oi it,; principal ohlig·ations. and the property oi said district shall bie 
irce and clear 01 all indebtedness, the buard of trustees shall automaticallv 
cease to i1mcti()11 and all of the duties. 111anagc111ent. care and maintenance 
u i the property of said district shall revert to the school committee of the 
town oi Gorham or such other committee as may at the time have jurisdic
tion o\'Cr similar school property. and the then president and treasurer nt 
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said district shall cause to be executed, ,igned and deli 1·ered. ;c gond and 
sufficient deed of all the property of said district to the tom1 of G,:,rham. 
All mone:·· if any, remaining in the treasury oi said district Ztt tl,c time 
said trustees cease to tunction. shall he gi \'C:n to 1 he t()\\'11 trea.,urer of the 
town of Gorham. This money shall be used only ior school p11rp(1'h and 
be kept separate irom all other money until authorized by the ,electrnen of 
the tmvn of (;orham tu he expenclccl for one ur more oi the ii..irpr,~c- ,;tater! 
in th is act. 

Sec. 9. Referendum; effective date. This act shall take effect , o clan 
after the adjournment oi the legislature. only for the rnirpr,~e> 1,i permitting 
its submission to the kgal yoters of the territory embracer\ ,,·ithin the 
Jimi_ts of said district, present ancl yoting· at a special meeting callee! and 
held for the purpose or at an annual tO\Yll meeting of the t, ,,1·n of Cr,rham 
held not later than the next regular tmn1 meeting aiter the effective date of 
this act. Such special meeting shall he called. advertised ancl conducted ac
cording to the law relating to municipal elections; providing. however, that 
the board of registration in sairl town of Gorham shall not he re<111irecl to 
prepare for posting, or the town clerk to post. a ne,1· list of n,ter~. ,,nd for 
the purpose of registration of niters. said hoard shall he in ~e,;~ion the 3 
~ecular clays next preceding ~uch election the first 2 clays thereof to he de
voted to registration of voters and the last clay to enable the h<,ard to 
verify the corrections of said lists and to Cllmplete and c].,,e np their 
records of said sessions. The town clerk shall prepare the required bal
lots and thereon shall reclnce the snbject matter of this act t" the :ollcl\l'
ing: "Shall the Act to Incorporate the Town of Gorham School District 
be accepted?" and the voters shall indicate hy a cross or a check mark over 
the words "Yes" or "No" their opinion of the same. This act shall take 
effect for all the purposes hereof immediately upon its acceptance by a ma
jority of the legal voters Yoting at said meeting; provided that the total 
number of votes cast for or against the acceptance of this act at said meet
ing equals or exceeds :w% of the total vote for all candidates for governor 
in said town at the next previons gubernatorial election. The result of the 
vote shall be declared by the selectmen oi the tmn1 of Gorham and due cer
tificate filed by the town clerk with the secretary of state. 




