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(Transmitted by Director of Legislative Research pursuant to joint order) 

NINETY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document N(). 1010 

S. P. SII In Senate, February 24, IC)49 
Referred to the Committee on Temperance, sent down for concurrence 

and ordered printed. 
CHESTER T. WINSLOW, Secretary 

Presented by Senator Barnes of Aroostook. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
FORTY-NINE 

AN ACT Relating to Liquor Licenses in Unincorporated Places. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows : 

Sec. 1. R. S., c. 57:, § 21-A, amended. Section 21-A of chapter 57 of the 
revised statutes, as enacted hy section r of chapter 372 of the public laws 
of 1947, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 21-A. Liquor licenses in unincorporated places. Upon pet1t10n 
addressed to the liquor commission signed by 20% or more of the voters, 
qualified under the provisions of secti~m 64 of chapter 5 as legal voters 
of any unincorporated place, requesting a vote on local option questions, 
the ~ commission shall forthwith ~ appoint a time and place ;,, ~' 
give public notice in the same manner as provided for notice in section 22, 
and cause a vote on such questions to be taken in such unincorporated place 
under its supervision. 

For #re such purposes e4 4*i:s ~' the cornm1ss10n shall prepare 
ballots and submit 4*e sttft-re such questions to the 5tt€ft qualified voters of 
such unincorporated place, &s M-e ~i,.l-e--4 ~ 4-fte ~ ~ ~ HT 
eeett6ft ~ 64 ffif't, €*a~ under att-4 &re ittt4:horiz:e4 .. tt-4 €ff!t,owere4 ~ 
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~ neeess0:r;- such rules and regulations for preparing, carrying out and 
determining the result of such vote, as said commission shall promulgate. 

If a majority of the votes cast by such voters qttt1lified ~ ~ -1:t~ 
#,.e 1'~·1isi@tts 64 ~6ft €!tj, 64 €~B:~ 5' -itt aey 5-1±€# '1:tttin2orporated 

~' on any 64 #re ~ @1',ti;;,tt such questions is in the affirmative, the 
commission may issue licenses in such unincorporated place of the type 
approved by such affirmative vote, subject to all the provisions of law. If 
a majority of #te such votes €a:5+ ,!.,,- ~rs qttalifi-e4 ~ ¥"*€ -1:tiTd-e-r ~ 

1'-f6'ti-Si€ftS @+ S€ai6ft etj, 6+ ffin1'~ 5' ift fitry' sttffi '1:t~~-te4 ~ 
on any such local option question is in the negative, no new or renewal li
cense shall be issued in such unincorporated place of the type disapproved 
by such negative vote. +ft e-i4:e;= €ase, ~ 1'ffi64 41:tri~ w~ tt-€-ettseS 
ffla;- 6-f 'Ra,_ ~ i5ffi:te -itt s+t€tt -1:ttti~~-te4 ~ SfloB:++ .J.,.e ~ +*l:lanee 
6+ #te ~-;-ea.y 1'e,r.j@4 1'-f6¥ta-e4 +6-f ift #te 5-tat-e-Wffle ~+ @1',ti;;,ft, aft4 ft8 

tte,w ¥6-Fe 5fiiH+ .J.,.e -ta~ft ift s+t-€~ '1:tfti,n,e~,te4 ~ '1:tffif+ 4-e -1:i-Hte 64 
a~r -Btettttia+ 5fftt-e-w-i4e +6€a+ e~@tt ~-

The affirmative or negative vote, as hereinabove cast, on each such 
local option question, shall prevail, in such unincorporated place, unless 
and until changed by another such local option vote, subsequently held, on 
petition to said commission as hereinabove provided. No such local option 
vote shall be taken more often than once in any 2-year period. 

Whenever such local option vote in such unincorporated place has been 
cast in the affirmative on any local option question, application for license 
shall be made directly to the liquor commission and the approval of the 
county commissioners of the county in which such unincorporated place is 
located shall not be required as a condition precedent thereto. 

~ovided so .. e,1 er, ~a,t ++ ~ ~ l'lttfflflCr 64 ~ ea-st 6ft ~ ~ 

€ttte5'tttott itt atry, e+e~tt ftC+4 ~€i' +h-e 1'-fWtisiol'ls 64 ~ se~tt is +ess 
-t#att £5' 6-f itt atry, '1:t*itteorporated ~ ~ ft8 "11'6-te ftS Mffitt fH'W, ided 
ffi .J.,.eett -ta~tt, #,.e 4eeisi@tt @.i: ~ eottnty €6fflfflissiol'ler,s 64 #te eottnt, 

ffl whl€tt stt4 '1:ttti,n,e6-ft,6-ra-t€4 1'+a-e€ i-s +6€a-te4 -as pro•tided ffl se~ ~. 
5fflH+ ft8+ .J.,e sttbj ee-t ~ ~ ~ provide4 ,!.,,- section ~; a;,-4 fttrtser 

l"FO, ide4, #ta+ ffl In no event shall the liquor commission issue a license ~o 
any person #ta+ when it appears to it ~ that +i-e such person or ~ +am
*)- 6-f S6fHoe any other person w+t6+Ho itt +ae-t tte +'€presents for his benefit, 
has moved a licensed store or restaurant from some organized or unin
corporated place where a local option vote has resulted in his being unable 
to continue ~ such business there or established a new store in such town 
for the same purpose.' 
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Sec. 2. R. S., c. 57, § 23, amended. The 3rd paragraph of section 23 of 
chapter 57 of the revised statutes, as enacted by chapter 164 of the public 
laws of 1947 and amended by section 2 of chapter 372 of the public laws of 
1947, is hereby further amended to read as follows: 

'J,;neet,t tre provi4es, e,- oeetiott £+-A, e,tt-4 Any applicant, aggrieved by 
the refusal of the county commissioners to approve an application as here
inbefore provided, may appeal to the state liquor commission, who shall 
hold a public hearing thereon in the unincorporated place for which said 
license is requested and if it finds the refusal arbitrary or without justi
fiable cause, it may issue such license notwithstanding the lack of such 
approval.' 

Sec. 3. R. S., c. 57, § 28, amended. The 2nd sentence of section 28 of 
chapter 57 of the revised statutes, as amended by chapter 159 of the public 
laws of 1945 and by section 3 of chapter 372 of the public laws of 1947, is 
hereby further amended to read as follows : 

'g~Eeet,t a-s pro, ided e,- oeetioH *-A, ~ Any applicant aggrieved by 
the refusal of the municipal officers or county commissioners to approve an 
application as herein provided or the transfer of such license may appeal 
to the commission, who shall hold a public hearing thereon in the city or 
town for which such license is requested and if it finds the refusal to have 
been arbitrary or without justifiable cause, it may issue such license not
withstanding the lack of such approval.' 

Sec. 4. R. S., c. 57, § 40, amended. The last paragraph of section 40 of 
chapter 57 of the revised statutes, as amended by chapter 185 of the pub
lic laws of 1945 and by section 4 of chapter 372 of the public laws of 1947, 
is hereby further amended to read as follows : 

'gneef)t a-s flFO, ic~ed e,- oeetioft *-A, ~ Any applicant aggrieved by 
the refusal to approve an application as hereinbefore provided or applica
tion for transfer of such license may appeal to the commission, who shall 
hold a public hearing thereon in the town or city for which such license is 
requested and if it finds the refusal arbitrary or without justifiable cause, 
it may issue such license or transfer nothwithstanding the lack of such 
approval.' 




