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(Transmitted by Director of Legislative Research pursuant to joint order) 

NINETY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 962 

H. P. 1654 House of Representatives, February 23, 1949 
Referred to Committee on Legal Affairs. Sent up for concurrence and 

ordered printed. 
HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk. 

Presented by Mr. White of Auburn. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
FORTY-NINE 

AN ACT Relating to the Inspection of Buildings and the Approval of 
Certain Articles Containing Natural or Synthetic Components. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

R. S., c. 85, § 22, repealed and replaced. Section 22 of chapter 85 of the 
revised statutes is hereby repealed and the following enacted in place 
thereof: 

'Sec. 22. Insurance comm1ss1oner upon complaint may inspect build­
ings; combustible or other dangerous matter may be removed. The insur­
ance commissioner, his deputy, or the fire inspector, upon the complaint of 
any person, or whenever he or they shall deem it necessary, may inspect 
or cause to be inspected all buildings and premises within their jurisdic­
tion. Whenever any of said officers shall find any building or other struc­
ture which, for want of repairs, or by reason of age or dilapidated condi­
tion, or from any other cause, is especially liable to fire or collapse, and 
which is so situated as to endanger other property or the safety of the pub­
lic, and whenever such officer shall find in or around any building com­
bustible or explosive matter, or inflammable or other conditions dangerous 
to the safety of such buildings or the safety of the public he shall order 
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the same to be removed or remedied. If such order is made by any fire in­
spector, such owner or occupant may within 24 hours appeal to the insur­
ance commissioner, who shall within 10 days review such order and file his 
decision thereon. 

If at any time either the insurance commissioner or his deputy shall be 
apprehensive that any articles of wearing apparel, cloth, drapery or other 
fabric or any material made from or containing any natural or synthetic 
component is so highly inflammable or combustible as to constitute a dan­
gerous risk of fire and hazard or injury to persons or property, taking into 
consideration the use or uses for which the article is currently being used, 
or if the article is intended for sale, the use or uses for which such article 
is made and designed to serve, he may cause samples of the same to be sub­
mitted to the department of industrial cooperation at the University of 
Maine for testing to determine if said articles are so highly inflammable 
or combustible. He may prohibit their sale within this state until the per­
son or corporation offering the same for sale shall submit the same for 
testing to said department of industrial cooperation and until such time as 
the department of industrial cooperation has made its determination and 
the commissioner has held the hearing hereinafter referred to. The reason­
able expenses of such department incurred in such testing shall be paid by 
the person or persons offering the same for sale. If said department shall 
determine that the same are so highly inflammable or combustible, the in­
surance commissioner shall by order approve such determination after no­
tice and hearing, they shall not thereafter be offered for sale and any person 
or persons offering the same for sale shall be subject to a fine of not more 
than $1,000, or imprisonment for not more than I year. Any person or cor­
poration aggrieved by any order or decision of the commissioner issued 
under the provisions of this section may obtain a review of such order by 
filing in the superior court of Kennebec county within 30 days from the date 
of such order a written petition praying that the order of the commis­
sioner be set aside. Unless the order of the commissioner shall otherwise 
specify, any order issued by him shall become immediately effective and 
the filing of a petition for review shall not operate as a stay thereof.' 




