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NINETY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 392 

S. P. 261 In Senate, February 4, 1949. 
Referred to Committee on J ucliciary. Sent down for concurrence and 

urclered printed. 
CHESTER T. \VINSLO\V, Secretary. 

Presented by Senator Lea Yitt o t Cumberland. 

STATE OF MAINE 

J_:,,: THE YEA.R OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
FORTY-NINE 

RESOLVE Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution Providing 
Authority to the Legislature to Require Compulsory Voting. 

Constitutional amendment. Resolved: Two-thirds of each branch oi 
the legislature concurring, that the follm,·ing amendment to the constitu­
tion of this state is hereby proposed: 

Constitution, Art. II, amended. .-\rticle II of the constitution of the state 
i,; hereby amended by adding thereto a new section, to be numbered sec­
tion 6. to read as follow~ : 

'Sec. 6. The legislature shall have authority to provide for compulsory 
voting at piimary and general elections, but the right of secret voting shall 
be preserved.' 

Form of question and date when amendment shall be voted upon. Re­
sclved: That the aldermen of cities, the selectmen of towns and the asses­
~ors o [ the several plantations of this state, are hereby empowered and di­
rected to notify the inhabitants of their respective cities. towns and planta­
tions to meet in the manner prescribed by la,,- for calling and holding· 
h 1en11ial meetings of said inhabitants for the election of senators ancl repre­
~e11tatins at the next general or special state-,vide election, to give in their 
1·"tes np,m the amenclment proposed in the foregoing resolution, and the 
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11ucstion :-;hall be: "Shall the constitution lie ame1Hkd as proposed b\· a reso­
lution of the legislatnre pr01·idi11g· authority to the lcg·islatnre to require 
rnmpnlsory voting?" And the inhabitants oi said cities, towns and planta­
tions shall vote hy ballot on said qnestio11. tlwse in fanJr oi the ami:ndrnent 
n>ting· "Yes" upun their ballots and t huse opposed tu the amendment \"Ot ing 
";'\o" upon their ballots. and the ballot., :;hall lw rcceiYed, C0\111tcr! a11d 
declared in open w;ird, tcnn1 and plantati, ,11 rneeting·s and return., made t() 
the uf-fi.ce oi the secretary of state in the sa111c manm·r as \'Otes ior .~on·rnor 
ancl members of the legislature, and the gorcrnor and council shall count 
the same. and ii it shall appear that a maj,,ritr 1,i t!1c inhahitanb n,ting 
"n the question are in favor of the amenclment. the gon:nrnr shall ir,rtlrn·ith 
make known the fact by his proclamation, am\ the arnendrncllt shall there­
upon as of the elate of said proclamation hecume a part of the constitution. 

Secretary of state shall prepare ballots. Resolved: That the s,'.cretan­
oi state shall prepare and fllrnish to the several cities, ti,11·ns and planta­
tions, ballots and blank returns in conformity with the i1)re~;oing- resoh·c 
accompanied by a copy thereoi. 


