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NINETY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 242 

S. P. 189 In Senate, Fehrnary r. 1949. 
l{eferred to Cornrni1te(' on fndian :\ffairs. Sent clown for concurrence 

and ordered printed. 
CHESTER T. WINSLOvV. Secretary. 

Presented hv Senalor .i.vicKusick of Piscataquis. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
FORTY-NINE 

AN ACT Relating to the Education of Indians on the Indian Reservations. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. 1. R. S., c. 37, § 142, amended. Section 142 of chapter 37 of the 
revised statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 142. Children between 5 and 21 in unorganized territory and on 
the Indian reservations entitled to school privileges; term "unorganized 
territory" defined. All children between the ages of 5 and 2 r years who re
side with a parent or legal guardian in unorganized territory or on the In
dian reservations within this state shall be entitled to school privileges. 
which shall he provided under the direction of the commissioner under such 
rules and regulations as may be made from time to time hy him and ap
proved by the governor and council. \Vithin the meaning of sections 140 

to I SS, inclusive, unorganized territory shall include all territory not a part 
of any city, town or plantation. and an unorganized unit shall be any unor
ganized township, gore, strip. tract, surplus. point, patent, peninsula. island. 
deorganizecl town or plantation or any other distinct and separate portion 
of unorganized state territory.' 

Sec. 2. R. S., c. 37, § 143, amended. Section 143 of chapter 37 of the 
revised statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 
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'Sec. 143. Elementary schools to be established or children sent to 
schools already established; tuition,; transportation; board. Elementary 
school privileges may be provided by the commissioner by establishing ind 
maintaining in the nnorganizecl territory or on the Indian reservations such 
elementary schools, the minimum school year of which shall be 32 ,veeks. 
as may seem advisable and by sending such children to elementary schools 
anywhere within the state as tnition pupib as he may deem expedient. All 
children so sent by the co111111issioner as tuition pupils to any public ele
mentary school in the state shall be admitted by the school authorities hav
ing charge thereof upon recei,.-ing notice o{ such intention from the com
missioner or any of his duly authorized agents, and they shall be entitled 
to all privileges and benefits' and be subject to the same rnles and regula
tions as children residing in the municipality to which they are sent: tnition 
shall be paid by the state for said pupils in accordance with the propor
tional cost per pupil of the school attended nnless a r:ite of tuition is other
wise agreed upon; transportation or board, in full or in part. 111ay he paid 
ior such pup_ils at the d_iscretion of the commis$ioner.' 

Sec. 3. R. S., c. 37, § 144, amended. The 1st paragraph of section LJ...J. 
of chapter 37 of the revised statutes is hereby_ a111enclecl to read as inllows : 

'Any youth who resides with a parent or leg-al guardian in the unorga11- • 
ized territory or on the Indian reservations of this state and whn may he 
judged by the commissioner qualified to enter a secondary school may at
tend any such school in the state to which he may gain entrance by per
mission of those having charge thereof. provided said school shall be of 
standard grade approved by the commissioner. In such case the tuition nE 
said youth, not to exceed the same amount towns not supporting ancl main
taining a standard secondary ;;chool are required by law to pay arnmally 
for secondary school tuition, shall. provided a satisfactory standard o I' 
scholarship and deportment is maintained, he paid by the state 11nrler such 
rules and regulations as may be macle b:· the commissioner.' 

Sec. 4. R. S., c. 37, § 147, amended. Section 147 of chapter 37 oi the 
revised statutes is hereby amended to read as follows : 

'Sec. 147. Census to be procured before school privileges provided. Be
fore school privileges are provided in accordance with sections r..p to 145, 
inclusive, for a child or children in any unorganized unit or on the Indian 
reservations, it shall be the duty of the commissioner through his agents to 
procure returns showing the number of persons. including the names arid 
a~·es of those between 5 and 21 years, resident therein, together with such 
other information as he nJay deem necessary. and similar returns shall be 
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required by him annually thereaitei· on the I st clay of April. or corrected to 
the rst cla_1· of .-\pril. as long as school privileges are so provided.' 

Sec. 5. R. S., c. 3'!, § 149, amended. Section q9 of chapter 37 of the 
revised statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. r49. School agents and attendance officers may be appointed; 
duties. The commissioner shall have authority to appoint agents for the 
whole and any portion of the unorganized territory or on the Indian reser
vations, and said agents shall perform such duties in connection with the 
schooling of children as the commissioner may authorize or delegate in 
each particular appointment. Said agents shall act as aUendance officers 
i or the territory covered· by their ~Pr;ointment. Special attendance officers 
as may appear necessary may be appointee! by saicl commissioner for any 
uuorganizecl unit or for the Indian reservations. Attendance officers for the 
unorganizecl territory or for the Indian reservations shall have the same 
authority and he under the same obligations as provicted in section 85, with 
snch chang·es as proviclecl in section 1 55.' 

Sec. 6. R. S., c. 3.7, § r53, amended. Section 153 of chapter 37 of the 
revised statutes is hereby amenclecl to read as follows: 

·sec. r53. School property in unorganized territory and on the Indian 
reservations to be taken over by state; when town or plantation is dear ... 
ganized school property to be taken by state. Any school building in unor
ganized territory or on the Indian reserv:ations may be used and held for 
school purposes by the commissioner, and all repairs, changes or additions 
thereto shall be made under his clirection or that of a duly authorized agent. 
c\11 school buildings not privately owned in unorganized territory or on the 
Indian reservations are declared to be the property of the state. ·whenever 
a town or plantation becomes deorganized by act of the legislature, all 
school property therein shall become the property of the state and under 
the charge of the commissioner, the same as other school property in un
organized territory.' 

Sec. 7. R. S., c. 37, § 155, amended. Section 155 of chapter 37 of the 
revised statutes is hereby amended to read as follows : 

'Sec. r55. Law as to compulsory school attendance, etc., to be applicable 
in unorganized territory and on the Indian reservations; state to distribute 
laws. The compulsory school attendance la,vs, child labor laws and sec
tions 66 and 67 and r91 to 194, inclusive, shall apply to children of the un
organized territory or of the Indian reservations of the state the same as to 
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the children of cities, towns and plantations with such changes thereof rela
tive to officials, courts, disposal of fines, etc., as may be made by the com
missioner and approved by a justice of the supreme judicial court, to make 
these laws applicable to the unorganized territory or to the Indian reserva
tions while retaining the general principles of the laws; and it shall be the 
duty of the said commissioner to have these laws. with the changes as made, 
pririted in sufficient quantity for use in the unorganized territory or on the 
Indian reservations, and to supply them to any person making application 
therefor.' 

Sec. 8. R. S., c. 22, §§ 337 and 364, repealed. Sections 337 and 364 of 
chapter 22 of the revised statutes are hereby repealed. 


