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NINETY-THIRD LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1393 

11. l'. 1G87 House of Eepresentatives, April I I, 1947. 
l7nder suspension o i rules un m, it ion o i- _;\fr. Emerson of North Haven 

tabled pen cling motion u i l\ Ir. Emerson that .i.\Iemorial be adopted without 
reference to a committee. Urdered printed and specially assigned for 
\Vedncsday, :\pril 16, L'J-17· 

HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
FORTY-SEVEN 

MEMORIAL to Congress in Favor of Changing the Method of Determin
ing the Pollution of Clam Flats. 

MEMORIAL TO THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 

ST ATE OF MAINE 

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress Assembled 

\Ve, your lVIemorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
State of Maine if'L the ninety-third Legislative Session assembled, most 
respectfully present and petition yonr Honorable Body as follows: 

Whereas, the economy of the coast of Maine is seriously restricted by 
the closing of certain areas to the cligging of soft-shell clams because of 
regulations prumulg·atecl hy the Surgeon General of the United States, and 
whereas, such regulations clo not appear to be based on an adequate study, 
with particular reference to the examination of the soft-shell clam itself, 

. by the United States Pnhlic Health Sen·ice, now therefore be it 



LE(;lSLATlVE DOlUi\lENT ;-Jo. 1393 

Resolved: That the Congress re(1uest the Surgeon General to review 
the present methods employed in determining conditions under which 
suit-shell clam producing areas are closed to the taking· of all shellfish 
that go into interstate commerce, and be it further 

Resolved: That this proposed reYiew and study be made ,vith the 
least possible delay in order to relie,·e the serious consequences now result
ing irom restrictions currently in force that hinder the complete utiliza
tion of the shellfish resources of the State of i\Iaine and be it further 

Resolved: That in this proposed review and study the Surgeon Gen
eral be rel1uested to conclude ,vhether or not the methods of determining 
the sanitation of soft-shell cla111s, and the areas in vol vecl, should not be 
different from those used in the examination of oystefs and oyster beds, 
and be it further 

Resolved: That the test of soft-shelled clams shall be made by testing 
the clam and not by testing the water; and be it further 

Resolved: That a copy of this Memorial, duly authenticated by the 
Secretary of State, he immediately transmitted by the Secretary of State, 
by registered mail, to the proper officers and committees of the United 
States Senate and House of Representatives, the President of the United 
States and to each of the RepresentatiYes and Senators representing the 
State of Maine in the United States Congress. 




