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NEW DRAFT OF S. P. 89--L. D. n5 

NINETY-THIRD LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1288 

S. P. 458 In Senate, March 12, 1947 

Reported by Senator Cross of Kennebec from Committee on Ways and 
Bridges and laid on table to be printed under joint rules. 

CHESTER T. WINSLOW, Secretary 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
FORTY-SEVEN 

AN ACT Relating to Maintenance of Third Class Roads. 

Emergency preamble. VVhereas, the apportionment of 3rd class road 
reconstruction funds is based on mileage submitted by the towns to the 
highway commission in April of this fiscal year; and 

\iVhereas, the apportionment of town road improvement funds is based 
on mileage submitted by the towns to the highway commission in April; 
and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the legislature these facts create an emer­
gency within the meaning of the constitution of Maine and require the 
following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the 
public peace, health and safety; now, therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. I. R. S., c. 20, §§ 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 41, 55, repealed. Section 35, 
as amended by section 1 of chapter 334 of the public laws of 1945, sec­
tions 36, 37, 38, 39, 41 and 55, all of chapter 20 of the revised statutes are 
hereby repealed. 

Sec. 2. R. S., c. 20, § 52, repealed and replaced. Section 52 of chapter 
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20 of the revised statutes is hereby repealed and the following enacted in 
place thereof : 

'Sec. 52. Maintenance of 3rd class highways. Roads which have been 
constructed on third class highways shall be suitably maintained and 
bushes cut and removed, by the several towns until such roads shall be re­
classified and accepted by the state highway commission for maintenance 
under the provisions for maintaining state and state aid highways. Any 
town which fails to maintain its improved third class highways in any year 
in a manner acceptable to the state highway commission, shall not be en­
titled to an apportionment from the fund for third class highway recon­
struction in the succeeding year.' 

Sec. 3. R. S., c. 20, § 57, amended. Section 57 of chapter 20 of the re­
vised statutes is hereby amended to read as follows : 

'Sec. 57. Maintenance of town ways constructed from special appropria­
tions. In all cases where towns receive special legislative appropriations 
to be expended on town ways not designated as state, state aid or 3rd class 
highways, said ways shall be suitably maintained by the several towns 
under penalty of forfeiture of the right of the town to receive future 
legislative appropriations. TovrHS ~ !H'lfl.1:tally fft+9e +ei' ~ fH1F13ose @.i: 

mail'l.:taiffi~ tee irn:f)FO¥effl€~ fflft4e ~ le!';'is~ative a:pflFOflFiatiofls ~ 
~ ~ ~' e, ffi:tfl'J.- @+ ft8ot ~ #raft ~ @+ -Hte ~ 8:ftiOttl'lt @+ ~ 

a:1313¥013Fiatiofls ~ ~ ~ ~.' 

Sec. 4. R. S., c. 20, § 27-A, additional. Chapter 20 of the revised stat­
utes is hereby amended by adding thereto a new section to be numbered 
27-A, to read as follows : 

'Sec. 27-A. Mileage apportionment of state aid for 3rd class and state 
aid reconstruction. Allotments of state aid for 3rd class and state aid high­
way reconstruction shall be apportioned to cities and towns in accordance 
with the number of miles of 3rd and 4th class roads, as defined in section 5, 
maintained therein. Each city or town apportionment from this fund shall 
be expended for reconstruction of improved 3rd class highways until all 
such highways have, as herein provided, been reclassified by the commis­
sion, as improved state aid highways. In any city or town, no apportion­
ment from this fund shall be expended upon an unimproved section of 
highway until all sections of improved state aid highways as determined 
by proper inspection by the commission, within any city or town, have 
been, in the opinion of the commission, properly reconstructed. The state 
highway commission shall reclassify as state aid highways all improved 



LEGISLATIVE DOCUMENT No. 1288 3 

sections of designated 3rd class roads, constructed under its superv1s1on, 
that by inspection, it finds have been properly reconstructed and warrant 
continued maintenance as improved state aid highways. Third class desig­
nations, when no longer considered of public need, may be rescinded by the 
state highway commission upon request of the municipal officers of any 
town.' 

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited m the preamble, 
this act shall take effect when approved. 




