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NINETY-THIRD LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1069 

H. P. 1465 House of Representatives, Feb. 21, 1947. 
Transmitted by revisor of statutes pursuant to joint order 

Referred to the Committee on Legal Affairs. Sent up for concurrence 
and ordered printed. 

HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk. 
Presented by Mr. Ellis of Castle Hill. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
FORTY-SEVEN 

AN ACT to Create the Castle Hill-Chapman-Mapleton Community 
School District. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. I. Territorial limits; name; purpose. The territory compnsmg 
the towns of Castle Hill, Chapman ancl :\ Iapleton and the people therein 
shall constitute a body politic and corporate under the name of "Castle 
Hill-Chapman-:\Iapleton Community School District" for the purpose of 
acquiring land within the said to,vns for school and other educational 
purposes; for the purpose of erecting, enlarging, repairing, equipping, 
and maintaining on said property a school building or buildings ancl related 
physical educational facilities ; for the purposes of completing, grading, 
furnishing, rebuilding. renoyation, and otherwise bettering the condition 
of any or all lane! or buildings within said towns for the use of school 
purposes or "·hich may hereafter be used for school purposes. 

Sec. 2. How managed. ".\11 the affairs of saicl district, as are herein 
provided shall he managed by a corn1m111ity school committee who shall 
be elected as is hereinafter proYicled. 

Sec. 3 Community school committee; representation; how elected; 
tenure of office; salaries; organization; vacancies. Castle Hill shall have 
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2 members on the committee; Chapman shall have 2 members on the 
committee; and Mapleton shall have 3 members on the committee. The 
board of selectmen of Castle Hill shall designate 2 members of the present 
school committee to serve on the community school committee; ancl by 
lot the selectmen shall determine I of the members to serve for a period of 
1 year and 1 for a period of 2 years, and thereafter vacancies shall be filled 
at the regular town meeting; the 3rd member's term of office shall termi
nate when the aforementioned school district shall come into being. The 
board of selectmen of Chapman shall designate 2 members of the present 
school committee to serve on the community school committee; and by 
lot the selectmen shall determine I of the members to serve for a period 
of I year and I for a period of 2 years, and thereafter vacancies shall be 
filled at the regular town meeting; the 3rd member's term of office shall 
terminate when the aforementioned school district shall come into being. 
The present 3 members of the school committee of Mapleton shall become 
members of the community school committee when the aforementioned 
school district shall come into being and elections to fill vacancies from 
the town of Mapleton of the members whose regular term shall expire 
shall be consummated at Mapleton's annual tmYn meeting. It is intended 
that the tenure of office for the members of the community school com
mittee for the town uf Castle Hill shall be 2 years, after r member's rst 
term who shall serve for I year; it is intended that the tenure of office for 
the members of the community school committee for the town of Chapman 
shall be 2 years after I member's 1st term who shall serve for I year; and 
the term of the members of the community school committee for Maple
ton shall be I for r year, r for 2 years and 1 for 3 years, and thereafter 
members shall sen·e for a term of 3 years. The salaries of the community 
school committee shall he determined by the voters of the respective towns 
at their annual meetings and sball be paid by their respective towns out of 
the town officers account. The community school committee shall meet 
for organizational purposes as soon as it is convenient after 2 or more 
of the tovms shall haYe accepted the terms of this charter. At this origi
nal meeting a chairman ancl a treasurer shall he elected. whose term shall 
expire the following· Jnne 30th; and annually thereafter a chairman and 
a treasurer shall lie elected ,,·hose term shall lie one year each. The 
treasurer shall gi,·e ho1Hl to the district in such sum and with such sure
ties as said committee may determine. ,vhich hone! shal!l remain in the 
custody of the chairman. the expenses of such bond shall he paid by the 
district. The superintendent of schools shall ex officio become the secre
tary of this board. Any vacancy upon the community school committee 
occurring because of change of residence. resignation, death, or any cause 
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other than the normal expiration of term of office shall he filled until the 
next annual meeting hy appointment hy the selectmen of the respective 
town wherein the vacancy occurs. 

Sec. 4. Scholastic powers and duties of the community school com
mittee. The communit_v school committee of the Castle Hill-Chapman
Mapleton Community School District shall have the same powers to oper
ate and control schools in Castle Hill, Chapman and l\fapleton as are vested 
in the superintending school committees by virtue of the laws relating to 
public schools of Maine. 

Sec. 5. Financial powers of the community school committee. To pro
cure funds for the purpose of this act the community school committee is 
hereby empo,vered to issue bonds and notes either for purchasing of land. 
equipment, constructing, repairing. renewing or operational purposes. In 
no case shall said bond or notes be issued for a longer period than 15 years 
nor for a s11111 larger than $50,000. Each bond and note shall have in
scribed upon its face the words "Castle Hill-Chapman-Mapleton Com
nnmity School District." shall hear interest at such rates as the com
munity school committee shall determine. payable semiannually, and shall 
be subject to such other proYisions as the co1111mmity school committee 
shall determine. Said bonds and notes may he issued to mature serially 
or made to run for such periods as said c01mm111ity school committee may 
determine. lmt none of which shall nm for a longer period than 15 years 
from the elate of original issue thereof. All bonds and notes issued by 
said district shall he signed hy the treasurer and countersigned by the 
chairman of said district. and if coupon bonds he issued, each coupon shall 
be attested by the facsimile signatures of the chairman and treasurer 
printed thereon. All bonds and notes issued by said district shall be call
able at any interest date. Said bonds and notes shall he legal obligation., 
of said district which i.~ hereby declared to be a quasi-municipal corpora
tion within the meaning of section 132 of chapter 4q of the revised statutes. 
and all the provisions of said section shall he applicable thereto. The said 
bonds and notes shall be legal investments for trust companies and savings 
banks. The said district is hereby authorized and empowered to enter into 
such an agreement with the federal government, or any agency thereof or 
any corporation or board authorized by the federal government to loan 
money or otherwise assist in the financing of such projects as this school 
district is authorized to carry out, as may be necessary or desirable to ac
complish the purposes of this act. 

Sec. 6. Sinking fund; refunding bonds provided for. Tn case any 
bonds or notes at any time issued are made to run for a period of years 
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( as distinguished from serial maturity), the community school commit
tee shall establish a sinking fund for such bonds or notes for the purpose 
of redeeming the same when they become due. The amount to be paid 
annually into such sinking fund shall be not less than 2}iio/o of the total 
principal amount of such bonds or notes originally issued. In addition to 
such annual sinking fund payment. the community school committee shall 
have authority from time to time to add to any such sinking fund, any 
funds of said district not required for other purposes. Funds in any sink
ing fund may be deposited in any trust company or savings bank within 
the state or may be invested in whole or in part in any bonds of the United 
States, of the state of ~laine or of any political subdivision thereof, as the 
community school committee may determine. Interest received on any 
funds so invested shall be added to the sinking fund. ~Nhen and if the 
amount accumulated in any sinking fund, together with interest received or 
to be received thereon, shall he sufficient to pay at maturity or, at the 
option of the community school committee, to redeem the bonds or notes 
for the benefit of which such sinking fund was established, all further 
payments to such sinking fund shall cease. 

vVhenever any bonds or notes issued by said district may become due 
or can be purchased or called for redernption by said district on favorable 
terms, said community school committee, if sufficient funds have accumu
lated in the sinking fund provided therefor, shall pay, purchase or redeem 
said bonds or notes and cancel them. In no case shall bonds or notes so 
paid, purchased or redeemed, and cancelled, be reissued. 

In case the amount in any sinking fund shall not be sufficient to pay the 
total amount when clue of the bonds or notes for which such sinking fund 
was provided, or in case it shall become desirable in the opinion of the 
community school committee to call for redemption any outstanding bonds 
or notes and to issue new bonds or notes in their stead. authority is hereby 
granted to said district to issue new bonds or notes sufficient in amount to 
pay or redeem so many of said original bonds or notes as cannot be paid 
or redeemed from the sinking fund provided therefor. if any, but in no 
case shall such new bonds or notes mature more than 20 years from the 
original elate of issue of the original bonds or notes so refunded. 

Sec. 7. Assessment of taxes authorized to meet indebtedness; how col
lected; procedure. The community school committee of the "Castle Hill
Chapman-Mapleton Community School District" shall determine what sum 
is required each year for sinking fund payments. or if the bonds or notes 
authorized by this act shall be issued to mature serially what sum is re-
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quired each year to meet the bonds and notes falling clue, and what sum 
is required each year to meet the interest on said bonds or other obliga
tions, and what smn is required each _vear to meet other necessary ex
penses in the district, and shall each year. before the 1st clay of April. 
issue their ,varrant in the same form as the warrant of the treasurer of 
state for taxes, with proper changes, to the assessors of the towns of 
Castle Hill. Chapman and Mapleton, requiring that they assess the total 
sum so determined upon the taxable polls and estates within said district 
and to commit their assessment to the constable or collector of said towns 
of Castle Hill. Chapman and Mapleton. who shall have all authority and 
powers to collect said taxes as is vested by law to collect state, county and 
municipal taxes. On or before the 3 r st clay of December of the year in 
,vhich said tax is so levied, the treasurer of said towns shall pay the amount 
of the tax so assessed against said district to the treasurer of said district. 
In case of a failure on the part of the treasurers of the towns to pay said 
sum, or in case of their failure to pay any part thereof on or before said 
31st clay of December of the year in ,vhich said tax is levied. the trea
surer of said district may issue his warrant for the amount of said tax or 
so much thereof as shall then remain unpaid to the sheriff of Aroostook 
county. requiring him to levy by distress and sale on real and persona I 
property of any of the inhabitants of said district, and the sheriff or either 
or any of his deputies shall execute said warrant except as is otherwise 
provided herein. The same authority as is vested in county officials for the 
collection of county taxes, under the provisions of the revised statutes, is 
hereby vested in the community school committee of said district in rela
tion to the collection of taxes within said district. 

Sec. 8. Limitation of powers of community school committee. In re
gard to electing a superintendent of schools, the community school com
mittee shall not act as a board but shall act as individuals representing 
their respective towns; in which case, the members from Mapleton shall 
have I vote each and the members from Castle Hill and Chapman shall 
have r }'i votes to each member. 

Sec. 9. Municipal capital contributions. For the purpose of creating 
capital for the acquiring of land, erecting of school buildings and providing 
conveyance equipment, the towns shall make proportional investments as 
follows: for each $r that Chapman shall contribute, Castle Hill shall 
contribute $4 and Mapleton shall contribute $7. The town of Mapleton 
shall loan its present high school building, agriculture shop, so called, land 
on which said buildings are located and all school equipment to the Castle 
Hill-Chapman-Mapleton Community School District, in consideration for 
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which said community school district shall keep the high school building, 
agriculture shop, so called, and equipment in proper repair and pay in
surance on same; provided, however, the title of all such property of 
Mapleton loaned to said school district shall remain in the town of 
Mapleton. 

Sec. 10. Acceptance by towns; effective date of act. This act shall not 
take effect unless accepted and approved by a majority vote of the legal 
voters within each respective town, voting at an election specially called 
and held for the purpose, by the municipal officers of each town, Castle 
Hill, Chapman, Mapleton, at its regular place for holding town meetings; 
the elate of hokling said elections to be determined by the municipal officers 
of each respective town, hut in no case shall be more than 3 months after 
this act shall become effective. Each special election shall be called, 
advertised and concluctccl according to the law relating to municipal elec
tions; provided, however, that the selectmen in the respective towns shall 
not be required to prepare for posting or the town clerk to post a new list 
of voters, and for the purpose of registration of voters, said selectmen 
shall be in session in their respective towns r hour preceding guch town 
meetings. The town clerks in each respective town shall reduce the subject 
of this act to the following question: "Shall the act to create the Castle 
Hill-Chapman-Mapleton Community School District be accepted?'' and 
the voters shall indicate by secret ballot by the words "yes" or "no" their 
opinion of the same. The results in said towns shall be declared by the 
municipal officers of the towns of Castle HiY, Chapman and :Mapleton and 
returns filed with the secretary of state. Provided, however, when at 
least 2 towns shall have accepted the terms of this act, the school com
mittees of accepting towns shall assemble and decide upon an actual and 
convenient elate when the Castle Hill-Chapman-Mapleton Community 
School District shall come into being; in no case shall this latter date be 
later than July r .. r948; provided, further, that any town not voting to 
enter the school district shall not be bound by the terms of this act. 

Sec. I 1. Fiscal year; operational costs; collecting of operational costs. 
The fiscal year for the Castle Hill-Chapman-Mapleton Cornrrnmity School 
District shall be from July rst until June 30th of the following year. The 
operational costs to each town for maintaining schools in said district shall 
be in proportion to the number of pupils attending school from each re
spective town ancl the formula for arriving at such figure shall be as fol
lows: 2 accounts shall be maintained~r for all pupils below and including 
the 6th grade and r account for all grades above and including the 7th 
grade; the total money expended for all pupils attending grades 6 and be-
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low shall be divided by the total number of pupils in such grades, multi
plied hy the number of pupils from each respective town; plus the total 
amount of money expended for all grades above and including the 7th 
grade divided by the number of pupils in such grades, multiplied by the 
number of pupils from each respective town. Provided that at least 30 
days before Castle Hill. Chapman and Mapleton's annual town meeting the 
community school committee of the Castle Hill-Chapman-Mapleton Com
munity School District shall submit a tentative budget for the ensuing 
year to each respective town, to he collected as provided in section 7. 
When the Castle Hill-Chapman-:\fapleton Community School District shall 
come into being, as provided in section 10 of this act, all the unexpended 
school account balances from the school maintenance, repair, vocational 
education, insurance and equipment from each respective town shall be
come due and payable to the treasurer of the aforementioned school dis
trict. 

Sec. 12. Authorization of community school committee. The com
munity school committee shall have power to accept gifts, grants or devises 
to be used for school purposes in this district. Also, said community 
school committee shall have the po\'.:er to make by-laws to facilitate the 
operation of schools in the said towns of Castle Hill, Chapman and :\faple
ton that are not repugnant to the terms of this act or to the laws of the 
state. 

Sec. 13. Provisions for termination of school district. Vvhen any one 
tmvn decides to withdraw from this school district, it must decide affirma
tively to do so by a majority of the legal voters in said town in a special 
town meeting called for that purpose, and by giving the remaining town 
or towns a 2 years' notice of their intent to withdraw; provided the with
drawing town may claim and demand its proportional share of its capital 
investment according to section 9 plus its proportional unexpended oper
ational balances from the school maintenance, repair, vocational education, 
insurance and equipment accounts as mentioned in section I I. 

Sec. 14. Saving clause. It is the intent of this act to consolidate 
3 small tmvns into I combined, unified school unit with the idea of operating 
said towns' schools as one town's schools would be operated under the 
school laws of the state. 




