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FIRST SPECTAL SESSION

NINETY-SECOND LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 1213

S. P. 468 In Senate, July 9, 1946
Referred to the Committees on Military Affairs and Appropriations and
Financial Affairs. Sent down for concurrence and 1,500 copies ordered
printed.
CHESTER T. WINSLOW, Secretary.
Presented by Senator Currier of Androscoggin.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUND'RED
FORTY-SIX

AN ACT to Provide for a Sliding Scale Bonus to Maine Veterans of
World War II and to Provide for the Payment Thereof by Running
Horse Races.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:
TITLE I

Bonus

Sec. 1. Veterans in World War II entitled to bonus. In order to pro-
mote the spirit of patriotism and loyalty, in testimony of the gratitude of
the state of Maine, and in recognition of the splendid services of Maine
men and women in World War II, every veteran, as hereinafter defined,
shall be entitled to receive from the state of Maine, from a fund herein-
after created and called “The Veterans’ Bonus Fund,” the following sums:
$10 for each month of service in the United States and $15 for each month
of service outside of the United States. '

Sec. 2. The term “veteran” defined. The word “veteran” as used in this
title shall mean any male or female officer, soldier, sailor, marine, nurse,
or any other person regularly enlisted, who was a part of the military or
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honorable or ordinary discharge or release from such service; provided,
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the military or naval service
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has been or may be given an

however, veteran,” as ussd in this title, shall not be con-
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strued to mean, and shall not include any person who, at any time daring

the period of World War II between December 7, 1047 and Septemper 2,

e scientious objec-

fraud o \»nud mol ation or evasion of the Selective Service Act or of the

E:L waat appl

shall be filed with the adjutant-

11 6 monﬂﬂs from the date this act

"f an appl ant whose final discharge from
this act goes into effect, within 6 months
Such application shall state facts suf-
such applicant as veteran as defined here-

+d7 created, 1 nd duties. There is
here bv created a hoard to be known as Tetera sonus Board,” 1o
the adjutant-

consist of the finance cominissioner, the
general. Tt shall be the duty of the said boarf 0 e};‘amizhe into such appli-
cations and meke any other examination necassary fo establish facts, and
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approve or disapprove the same. Whenever any such application is ap-
proved by said beard it shall be the duty of the adjutant-general to pre-
pare a voucher and transmit the same to the state controller; said state

controller shall issue his warrant therefor, for the amount stated therein,
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and the treasurer of state shall par tl‘ie same upon approval of the gover-
nor and council out of said Veterans’ Bonus Fund. .

Sac¢, z. Board authorized to empley assistance for administratisn. The
Veterans’ Donus Board is herehy empowered, subject to the provisions of
the personnel law, to employ such assistance and, with the approval of the
governor and council, to incur such other expense as may be necessary for
the administration and the carrying out of the provisions of this title;

and the funds necessary for such administration and carrying out of the
provisions of this title shall be expended from said Veterans’ Bonus Fund.
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clatims of creditors signment of the
shall be velid or bindin s assets legal or equitable of the estate
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Sec, 1. Boad issue authorizad to proviée funcsy bonds to mature within
15 years of issue. For the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this
act, the treasurer of state is hereby authorized, with the approval of the
governor and council, to issue bonds or notes from time to time as they are
needed, to an amount not exceeding in the aggregate $50,000,000. Such
bonds or notes shall be designated “Maine Military Service Loan, Act of
1046,” shall mature not more than 15 years f{rom the date thereof, and
shall bear such rate of interest, and be in such form and on such terms
and couditions, other than these herein specified; as the governor and coun-
cil may determine. Such bonds or notes shall be issued in the name and
belialf of the state, and shall be deemed a pledge of the faith and credit
of the state. The proceeds of the sale thereof shall be paid into the general

fund and expended in the {ollowing manner:

]

I. Such sum as may be necessary to the credit of a fund hereby created,
which fund shall be known as “The Veterans’ Bonus Fund,” and from
which the payments authorized by Title I shall be made;

II. Such sum as may be necessary to carry out the provisionsb of Title’
111

Sec. 2. How funds shall be provided for retirement of bonds. The
amount necessary to pay said bonds or notes as they mature, and the in-
terest as it accrues, shall be raised from the proceeds derived from the
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provisions of Title III. Beginning April 1, 1947 and for each succeeding
year for 19 years, there shall be raised a sum sufficient for the redemption
of such bonds or notes to an amount not exceeding $1,500,000 per year and
such additional sum as may be required for the payment of interest on all
such bonds or notes outstanding. The sum so raised shall be paid into
the general fund, and redemption of said bonds or notes and payment of
the interest thereon shall be made from said fund.

TITLE III
State Running Race Commission

R. S, c. 77-A, additional. The revised statutes are hereby amended by
adding thereto a new chapter to be numbered 77-A, to read as follows:

‘CHAPTER 77-A.
State Running Race Commission

Sec. 1. State running race commission. There shall be and hereby is
created a state running race commission, hereinafter in this chapter called
the “commission” consisting of 3 members who shall be appointed and
may be for cause removed by the governor with thé advice and consent
of the council. One member shall be appointed for 1 year, one for 2 years
and one for 3 years and upon the expiration of their terms of office their
successors shall be appointed for a term of 3 years. Any vacancy shall be
filled by appointment for the unexpired term. The members shall serve
until their successors are appointed and qualified. No member of the com-
mission shall have any pecuniary interest in any racing or the sale of pari
mutuel pools licensed under the provisions of this chapter.

Sec. 2. Organization. The commissioners shall select one from their
number to be chairman and another to be secretary of the commission.
Two of the members of the commission shall constitute a quorum to do
business. It shall be the duty of the secretary to keep a record of all pro-
ceedings of the commission and to preserve all books, maps, documents,
papers and records entrusted to its care.

Sec. 3. Office. The commission shall maintain an office in Augusta,
" open the entire year, and during the time in which running races are con-
ducted in the state may maintain branch offices elsewhere.

Sec. 4. Assistants, The commission, with the approval of the governor
and council, is authorized to employ such assistants and employees as it
may deem necessary to provide adequate policing and to carry out the pur-
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poses of this chapter at such compensation on a per diem basis, subject to
the provisions of the presonnel law.

Sec. 5. Compensation. Each member of the commission shall receive
a salary of $4,000 a year and his reasonable expenses, including transporta-
tion, incurred in the performance of his duties.

Sec. 6. Report of the commission. The commission shall make an an-
nual report to the governor on or before the ist day of December in each
year, including therein an account of its actions, receipts derived under the
provisions of this chapter, the practical effects of the application of this
chapter and any recommendation for legislation which the commission
deems advisable.

Sec. 7. Rules and regulations. Said commission shall make rules and
regulations for the holding, conducting and operating of all' runming
horse races or meets for public exhibition held in this state and for the
operation of race tracks on which any such race or meet is held. No such
race or meet shall be permitted on Sunday. The physical plants conduct-
ing such running races shall be comparable to the physical plants of New
England tracks now operating.

Sec. 8. Races. No person, association or corporation shall hold, con-
duct or operate any running horse race or meet for public exhibition, if
pari mutuel betting is permitted, within the state without a license from
the state running race commission, The commission may sell the right to
conduct running horse races to the highest bidder therefor, provided such
bid is in an amount not less than $2,000,000 annually.

Sec. 9. Licenses. Any person, association or corporation desiring to
hold a running horse race or meet for public exhibition shall apply to said
commission for a license to do so. The application shall be signed and
sworn to by the person or executive officer of the association or corpora-
tion and shall contain the following information:

I. The full name and address of the person, association or corporation;
II. If an association, the names and residences of the members of the
association;

III. If a corporation, the name of the state under which it is incorpo-
rated with its principal place of business and the names and addresses
of its directors and stockholders;

IV. The exact location where it is desired to conduct or hold races or
race meets;
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V. Whether or I‘Ot the racing plant is owned eor leased, and if leased,
the name and residence of the fee owner, or if a covporation, of the di-
recters and stech

VI A statement ¢f the assels and Habilities of the person, asseciation
or corporation malking such application;

VIL Such cther information as the commission may require.
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'me and number of days during which racing may b2 con-
nsse.  Any such license issued shall net be iransferable
2id commissicn shall have power to revoke any license
1ssuef3 at any tlfﬂ? for good cause upon 30 days’ netice and hearing. The
license of any -corperzticn shall automatically cease upon the change in
ownership, legal or eguitable, of 50% or more of the voting stock of the
corporation and the corporaticn shall not held a running horse race or
meet for public exhibition, without a new license.
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Sec, 11. Penalty. Any persen, asscciation or corporation helding or
cenducting, or any person or persons a1d1 rg or abetting in the holding or
conduciing of any running horse race or meet for public exhibition within
the state without a license duly issued by said commission, or any person,
association or corporation who violates any of the provisions of this chap-
ter or who violates any of the rules and regulations prescribed by the com-
mission shall be punished by a fine of not mere than $5,000 or by im-
prisoament for not more than 1 year, or by both such fine and imprison-

ment.

Sec. 12. Pari mutuel pools. Within the enclosure and on the grounds
of any race track where is held a race or race meet licensed and conducted
under this chapter but not elsewhere, the sale of pari mutuel pools under
such regulations as may be prescribed by said commission is hereby per-
mitted 2nd authorized. Commissions on such pools shall in no event and at
no track exceed 12% and the odd cents of all redistribution to be made
on all mutuel contributions exceeding a sum equal to the next lowest
multiple of 5. Said maximum shall include the 5% tax hereinafter pre-

scribed.
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TITLE IV

Conditional upen adoption of constitutional amendment; act to become
effective upon same date as constitutional amendment. This act shall take
effect only upon the adoption in September, 1046, of the proposed amend-
ment to Article IX of the constitution providing for the issuing of state
bonds for the purpose of paying a sliding-scale bonus to Maine members of
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the military and naval forces of World War II; and in case of such adop-
tion, shall take effect on the day said constitutional amendment becomes

effective.





