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NINETY-SECOND LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 934 

H. P. 1288 House of Representatives, February 20. 1945. 
Transmitted by revisor of statutes pursuant to joint order. 

Referred to the Committee on Judiciary, sent up for concurrence and 
ordered printed. 

HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk. 
Presented by Mr. Collins of Caribou. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
FORTY-FIVE 

AN ACT Relating to the Sanitary Water Board. • 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows : 

R. S., c. 72, §§ 3-8, additional. Chapter 72 of the revised statutes is here­
by amended by adding thereto 6 new sections, to be numbered 3 to 8, in­
clusive, to read as follows : 

'Sec. 3. Pollution restricted. No person, firm or corporation shall hete­
after discharge into any stream, river, pond, lake or other body of water, 
or water course, or any tidal waters any waste, refuse or effluent from any 
manufacturing, processing or industrial plant or establishment so as to 
constitute a new source of pollution to said waters without first obtaining 
a license therefor from the sanitary water board; provided, however, that 
no license shall be required hereunder for any manufacturing, processing 
or industrial plant or establishment, now or heretofore operated, for any 
such discharge at its present general location.' 

'Sec. 4. Application for licenses. Applications for licenses for such 
discharge shall be in writing signed by the applicant and filed with the 
sanitary water board in such form as the board may require. Said board 
shall set a time and place for hearing on said application, which time shall 
be within 30 days from the date of the filing of the application, and shall 
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give such notice of the hearing as it deems adequate. If after hearing the 
board shall determine that such discharge will not cause or increase the pol­
lution of any stream, river, pond, lake or other body of water, or water 
course or tidal waters to such extent as to be inconsistent with the public 
interest, it shall issue such license to the applicant upon payment of the sum 
of $50.' 

'Sec. 5. Appeals. Any person aggrieved by any order or decision of 
said board with respect to any application for license hereunder may, within 
30 days after notice of the filing of such order or decision, appeal there­
from to any justice of the superior court by presenting a copy of such 
order or decision, certified by the clerk of said board to the clerk of courts 
for the county in which said plant or establishment is, or is to be, located, 
or in the county of Kennebec; whereupon said court shall fix a time and 
place for hearing thereon and order such notice as to the court appears rea­
sonable, at which hearing the applicant and any other interested persons 
shall submit evidence and the court shall enter its findings and decree sus­
taining, reversing or modifying such order or decision of said board in 
such manner and to such extent as the court determines not to be incon­
sistent with the public interest . 

• 
Such decree shall have the same effect and all proceedings in relationship 

thereto shall thereafter be the same as though rendered in a suit in equity 
duly heard and determined by said court and appeal may be had therefrom 
in the same manner as in appeals in equity procedure and the law court 
may after consideration reverse or modify any decree so made.' 

'Sec. 6. Injunctions. In the event of the violation of any of the pro­
viiions of this chapter, or of any order or decision of the sanitary water 
board hereunder, or decree of the court hereunder, as the case may be, the 
attorney-general may institute injunction proceedings to enjoin the fur­
ther violation thereof.' 

'Sec. 7. Repealing clause. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with 
the provisions of this chapter are hereby repealed.' 

'Sec. 8. Constitutionality. If any part of this chapter be decided by 
the court to be unconstitutional or invalid, the same shall not affect the 
validity of the chapter as a whole or any part thereof which can be, given 
effect without the part so decided to be unconstitutional or invalid.' 


