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NINETY-SECOND LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 492

S. P. 188 In Senate, February 7, 1945.
Referred to the Committee on Agriculture, sent down for concurrence
and ordered printed.
ROYDEN V. BROWM Secretary.
Presented by Senator Clements of Waldo by request.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED
FORTY-FIVE

AN ACT Regulating the Labeling of Fresh Eggs for Sale.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:

Sec. 1. R. S, c. 27, § 42, amended. Section 42 of chapter 27 of the
revised statutes is hereby amended to read as follows:

‘Sec. 42. Labeling fresh eégs for sale. No person, firm, partnership,
association, or corporation shall sell, or offer, expose, or advertise for sale,
or exchange or distribute eggs as “grade A”, “iresh eggs” “strictly fresh
eggs”, “native eggs”’, “hennery eggs nearby eggs”, or “new laid eggs”
or under other words or descrlptlons of similar import, unless they are
fresh eggs as defined in section 43.’

LEINTS

Sec. 2. R. S, c. 27, § 43, amended. Section 43 of chapter 27 of the re-
vised statutes is hereby amended to read as follows:

‘Sec. 43. Fresh eggs defined. No eggs shall be deemed to be fresh
unless they are free from objectionable odor and flavor, and unless they
meet the following standards of quality, the final determination of which
shall be made by candling; air cell not greater than 14 inch in depth,
loealized and regular, y@k;&rﬂywegeemfeé onthine only moderately
defined, may be wisible, but free from wisible cerm developrrents swhie,
&, and elesr may be regular or slightly wavy. The yolk outline may be
fairly well defined. The yolk must be practically free from defects or
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blemishes visible before the candle; white must be clear and reasonably'
firm.

Sec. 3. R. S, c. 27, § 44, amended. Section 44 of chapter 27 of the re-
vised statutes is hereby amended to read as follows:

.

‘Sec. 44. Other definitions and terms. Terms used in sections 42 to
49, inclusive, shall be construed as follows unless a different meaning is
clearly apparent from the language or context: “wholesale” means selling
to retailers; “retail” means selling direct to consumer; “candling” means
the common practice of examining the interior of an egg by holding and
twirling the same before a light passing through an aperture in an opaque
shield ; “extra large” eggs shall mean eggs having an average weight of
not less than 26 ounces net to the dozen with no egg weighing less than at
the rate of 25 ounces to the dozen; “large” eggs shall mean eggs having an
average weight of not less than 24 ounces net to the dozen with no egg
weighing less than at the rate of 23 ounces to the dozen; “medium” eggs
shall mean eggs having an average weight of not less than 21 ounces net
to the dozen with no egg below the rate of 20 ounces to the dozen; “pullet”
eggs shall mean eggs having an average weight of not less than #o 18
ounces net to the dozen with no egg below the rate of +8 17 ounces to the
dozen; “peewee” eggs shall mean all eggs which will not qualify as to
size under “extra large”, “large”, “medium”, or “pullet”.

Sec. 4. R. S, c. 27, § 45, amended. Section 45 of chapter 27 of the re-
vised statutes is hereby amended to read as follows:

‘Sec. 45. To provide for proper branding. All eggs sold, offered, ex-
posed, or advertised for sale for human consumption at retail or whole-
sale, .or exchanged or distributed at retail or wholesale in bulk or in open
or closed packages or containers within the state as fresh eggs, shall be
plainly and conspicuously marked on such package or container with the
word “Fresh” or “Grade A”. The size of all eggs for human consumption
which are sold, offered, exposed, or advertised for sale at retail or whole-
sale, or exchanged or distributed at retail or wholesale within this state in
bulk or in open or closed packages or containers shall be plainly and con-
spicuously marked and identified on such package or container as “extra
large”, “large”, “medium”, “pullet”, or “peewee”, as the case may be, or by

)

such other terms as the commissioner may from time to time prescribe.

Provided, however, that the foregoing grades, standards, and weight
classes and any previous laws relating to their use shall not be construed
to prohibit the right to pack and/or ship and/or sell either within or with-
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out the state eggs packed and marked, branded, or labelled in accordance
with official United States’ grades, standards, and weight classes as promul- .
gated from time to time by the United States department of agriculture or
the commissioner of agriculture of the state of Maine provided such eggs
meet the specifications of such grades, standards, and weight classes.’

Sec. 5. R. S, c. 27, § 46, amended. Section 46 of chapter 27 of the
revised statutes is hereby amended to read as follows:

‘Sec. 46. Tolerances established. In order to allow for variations inci-
dent to proper grading and handling the following tolerances shall be
allowed :

+. Ten eggs in each dozen shall meet the minimum requirements for
fresh eggs as defined in section 43. Not more than 2 eggs in each dozen
may be below said minimum requirements, but not below the following re-
quirements: air cell not greater than 34 inch in depth< leesized, maw be
shehtly tremudous, yotk may be wisible, mobile, germ development
shehtly wisibles white reasenably fsm. and may show total movement
not in excess of 34 inch. If the air cell is small, not over I/ inch in depth,
it may be free. The yolk outline may be well defined. The yolk may show
definite but not serious defects visible before the candle. The white must
be clear ‘but may be slightly weak.

+H. Not mrore than 8 eges in each dozen shal foll below the required
average wetght of s classifieation as defined in seetionm o’





