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NINETY-SECOND LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 260 

H. P. 543 House of Representatives, January 31, 1945. 
Referred to Committee on Public Utilities. Sent up for concurrence and 

ordered printed. 
HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk. 

Presented by Mr. Crosby of Farmington. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
FORTY-FIVE 

AN ACT Relating to Inspection of Dams and Reservoirs. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows : 

Sec. 1. R. S., c. 166, § 45, amended. Section 45 of chapter 166 of the 
revised statutes is hereby amended to read as follmvs: 

'Sec. 45. Inspection of dams and reservoirs; procedure. :i:J+e ~¥em.or 
~ #te ~ att-4 eott5€ffi o+ #-e ~ft€-f+ The public utilities commission 
shall ttnnuall;- nt,pe,ttt4- ft €-1:r,e+ett-t- t.'19-4 f)Frtetieal €~tte€f', ft ~it o+ 
t~ 5-t-a~, "l'v,l,,,~ ~ ~ ~ ....fficee ii~ +Mt, :meee~;sffl" ffl' tl:'flf'.,_ift4e4 ttfl-4 
quali~ed, m'r4 ~'fl-E> ~' upon petition of IO resident taxpayers of any 
town or several towns, the selectmen or assessors of any town, or the county 
commissioners of any county, ~a cause to be inspected any clam or 
reservoir located in such town or county erected for the saving of water for 
manufacturing or other uses, and tt#e¥ ~ita+ €-!mffl:t~ ..tt4 heftfi~ 
fh.e -tes-t-+Hto~ o+ wt-tite~~ ~oite4 .fffl" t,h.e f'~, 5tta++ fortR "t#t 
~ ~ fh.e ~flffl' ~ OfttttiOtt o+ fh.e ffil:.fe-t;a t.ttt4 ouiA:eie:tt-ey ,t.h.e-reo+ 
shall give notice to the owner or owners and hold a hearing upon said peti
tion in the manner prescribed for notice and hearing upon complaints 
against public utilities as provided by sections 55 and 56 of chapter 40.' 
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Sec. 2. R. S., c. 166, § 46, amended. Section 46 of chapter r66 of the 
revised statutes is hereby amended to read as follows : 

'Sec. 46. If dam or reservoir is reported unsafe, proceedings. If, ~ 
~ ~Fsonal 51:lPtey afl-4 ~eE+tett, #re e~'l'l.'eei' t'8f'"ff!'l, upon such 
hearing the commission finds that such dam or reservoir is unsafe or dan
gerous to the lives or property of persons residing, carrying on business, or 
employed near or below the same, then the owners, occupants, or lessees 
thereof shall immediately make such alterations, repairs, and additions to 
said dam or reservoir as ffitt'+T ~eff reeoffiffi€tr45 the commission may 
order; and in default thereof, upon application ~ ~ €~ft€€¥ by the 
commission to any justice of the supreme judicial court or of the superior 
court, the said owners, occupants, or lessees shall be enjoined from the 
use of such dam or reservoir and the water therein contained, until they or 
either of them comply with the requirements of said engitteer order, and 
the water contained in said dam or reservoir may be discharged therefrom, 
by order of said ett~-ef' commission, in such manner as tTe -4+F,ee1,s it 
deems n-S -ttt fl:ffl ~eftf most conducive to the safety of human life, and 
consistent with the protection of property.' 

Sec. 3. R. S., c. 166, § 47, repealed. Section 47 of chapter r66 of the 
revised statutes is hereby repealed. 




