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NEW DRAFT H. P. 1375-L. D. 721 

NINETIETH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1063 

H. P. 1847 House of Representatives, March 27, 1941. 
Reported by Mr. \Velch from the Committee on Inland Fisheries and 

Game and laid on table to be printed under Joint Rules. 
HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
FORTY-ONE 

AN ACT Relative to Open Season on Beaver. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

R. S., c. 38, § 73, amended. Section 73 of chapter 38 of the revised stat
utes, as revised, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 73. Commissioner may declare special open season on beaver and 
muskrat; taking or transporting of beaver otherwise prohibited. There 
shall be a perpetual closed season on beaver except as provided in this sec
tion. The commissioner of in1ancl fisheries and game may, upon written 
complaint of a water company, declare an open season upon beaver or 
muskrats that are polluting water supplies; or, on written complaint of a 
land owner, the commissioner may declare an open season upon beaver that 
are doing actual, substantial damage to property. or upon complaint of any 
owner of land located in an organized township which land is being caused 
substantial damage by the presence of a beaver dam, or by flowage from 
a beaver dam located either on the land of said complainant or other land, 
the commissioner shall cause the removal of said dam, or whenever in the 
opinion of the commi:-sioner, beaver in a certain locality are detrimental to 
fishing, hunting or lumbering operations the commissioner may declare an 
open season ttfl6-tt for trapping said beaver. During such open season t,t, 
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~ 'Ere ffiwftt+ ~ tHtj" fl~ ~ffig' ft 5~ wtd.-e ~ffig' ±tee~ ~ 
4'fflj'> said beaver or muskrat may be trapped without the consent of the 
land owner. Before said open season for beaver shall take effect, the com
missioner shall cause a notice of such proposed open season to be published 
once in a newspaper printed in the county in which the land is located and 
said commissioner shall also file a copy of said notice of open season with 
the clerk of the town or plantation in which said land is located. The com
missioner may suspend said open season whenever it shall appear to him 
that the privileges are being abused. No person shall take beaver any
where in the state at any time except during such open season as may be 
declared by the commissioner in accordance with the provisions of this sec
tion. It shall also be unlawful for any person to have in possession at any 
time any beaver, or part thereof, except as expressly permitted by ftl,k-ett HT 
¥iolation 64 Mry fl~~ 64 this section. It shall also be unlawful for 
any person, firm, or corporation, to sell, give away, buy, accept as a gift, 
offer for transportation or transport any beaver skin or heaver skins unless 
each skin is HttH'k-eEJ. w+t+l' fl'Tl- ~et-a-J. ~ ·sy -t±,,e e~:ief g-a--ITre '.varden ef -Hte 
4e-J3-a-r-tff+efl-ta 64 ffil~4 ·fisfl-e-r-+€5 ~El, g-a--ITre HT ~ <:l+s-k+e-t ffii-€* .Jci~ 
&kHT er -e~r &k-itts ""- 4ttkett tagged and marked as directed by the 
commissioner of inland fisheries and game. All beaver skins must be pre
sented to the warden supervisor in whose division they were caught and if 
said supervisor is satisfied that the beaver presented were legally trapped 
in his division he shall tag and mark the same in the manner as directed 
and with the materials furnished by the commissioner. A fee of $2 must 
be paid by the trapper for each skin tagged and marked. All beaver which 
cannot be tagged and marked within the provisions of this section shall be 
seized and confiscated. Any beaver skin or beaver skins that come into 
Maine in any manner from any other state or country must ha,·e the offi
cial stamp, tag or seal of the state or country from which said skin or skins 
were taken. A,,;,a,y -ben".''€¥ -s-k+tt er &kffi-9 ~ a-re ffttft9J3~ ~ M-a+!te, 
er- -a-Fe HT ~e -t*a+ ..i.-r-e ~ Ht-a-F-k-eEJ., -a-s ftbev·e ~El-, -m-1+&-t I::ie ·t)re-sefl-tae4 
~ ~ €fl-te4 ttTJMtEl- .fi5±,, ft!T4 ,gtHH-e ,w,a,r-e:€ft w+-t*ffi ,a, ·~ttble -ti-l'l'I-€, ffi 
w~se 4~ ~e ewB-eF er ·11e&Sesser 8f 5'fti.d 5-k:HT er fil~ffi9 re-s+El-es ,j.ry .J:re 
e+a-R+J3-e4. +,s.e e~:ief g~ ~El-etl- ..i..f-ter +n-5-J3eet+n-l;' 8-ftia &k-i-tt5 i'Rtl:J' frtaB:ffi-fJ 

-t+re ~&re ,a,,, -t~H,g,l.,. ,t,1.,.ey ~ 4*kett +tt ~i,.s ~ Mtd #,.e &Wfter er- fl"*'-
5-e558-f' s~J.l. fJfrY' ,t~e stl-ffl 64 $:a~ et1,e±T &k-ttt ·8-6 ,s,t.a,mJ3ed. All heaver skins 
shall be tagged and marked within :30 10 days from the closing of the open 
season 1~el'i#('l, w±,,e-t±,,er ~ey -a-re {6f' -s-a-l-e 6r tl:6--t. 

No person, save as herein provided, shall molest or destroy any beaver 
dam. No person shall molest or destroy any beaver house or set any trap 
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within 25 feet of the same. No person shall set or tend any trap within 200 

feet of any beaver dam or flowage except during an open season on beaver 
on said flowage. 




