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NINETIETH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 696 

S. P. 377 In Senate, February II, 1941. 
Referred to Committee on Inland Fisheries and Game. Sent down for 

concurrence and 650 copies ordered printed. 
ROYDEN V. BROWN, Secretary. 

Presented by Senator Boothby of York by request. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
FORTY-ONE 

AN ACT Relative to Crop and Orchard Damage by Deer. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows : 

R. S., c. 38, § 61, amended. The 2nd and 3rd paragraphs of section 61 of 
chapter 38 of the revised statutes, as revised, are hereby amended to read 
as follows: 

'Any person may take on land owned or occupied by him a deer which 
he can prove was in the act of doing substantial damage to a fruit tree or 
a crop, except grass; and he may authorize a member of his family or a 
person regularly employed by him to take such a deer. A person by whom, 
or under whose direction, such a deer is wounded or killed, shall, within 12 
hours, report all the facts relative to such act, in writing signed by him, to 
a fish and game warden. Such report shall state the time and place of such 
wounding or killing and the amount of damage done by the deer. A person 
who kills such deer shall immediately properly dress the carcass and care 
for the meat. The fish and game warden shall immediately investigate the 
case and if he is satisfied that the deer was taken as herein provided, he shall 
gffltt give the person a certificate of his finding in the matter. Such cer­
tificate shall entitle such person to the ownership of the carcass. J4 ~e 
eultivatoF ~ tttty- gr~'fflg ~~ ffl' oFel9.aFd, ffl' -tfte ffl¥ftff ffl' lteej3er ~ tttty 
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6T€fl-tl-R±, ki-1-1.;, fr d€ei- f,+attr-1· dHittg 'f,l·m1'lage i-1::-l tJJ'tt\·i-derJ. ffi- t+i-~ fie-€4-i+ffl 

he 5*t-l..J. ;-eee+v-e ttd E<'tm]·J2fl~ct1-tfaffl fr'.ryJH t+l-€ ti-kt+e ·fer .,;a-i-1:-l J-a,mfl:g:<:,. 

\Vhoever shall cultiyate any crops for the manifest purpose of killing deer 

under the pro\·isions of this paragraph shall in no wise be protected thereby; 
ancl it shall be unlawful to place salt or any other bait or foocl in any place 

for the purpose of enticing deer thereto. .-\ny cleacl deer found in the woods 
not ha-ving a tag iclentifyin,·~· the owmT thereof shall be the property of 

the state of l\laine to be clisposecl of by direction of the commissioner. 
'l'-ln; ev,fl-e·F ffl' kcefer e-f. fl:tty f-l-ft'i+fl+:tl '* g1:'-€?'ffffig' er<'!J~fi 5-fur±± wi+ffifl- 4g 
ft6tt-J"5 frh,eP +te d*le6V€r,.; t+i-el'e ~ <:-1-H:rnfl:ge beffig <:-lfltte 4e -::mtEl e-r-eha,r-4 ffl' 

Ereri", by ,:Je(>F ,,,i~ eJtht~F p:·Hte;:'cer-1 ftfttrnitl-s ffi' .JJ,j .. F4 ... , repeF'c 4-fte 5,1,rn-e ttt 
·W-f-i.t-ttt-g ~ tee -f-8111 H1t55ttcttCr €1"4:fl-ei- titFe€-Hy HF 't~ -i:!+e ffiltt-fl-d· .fi.,,.lt ·&fl-G 
g·ame ",¥frFr:left ttt w4,-H~e dt:,+F±-1:4 ~1-i-El H<·>p '* eFdta,Fc-1 ~ bc'1-fl-~ <l-a,mfl;ge-ft 

Atty pe-iaseft '<Vffl €-ltttm,.; fl; ,c-l-;1:nH,ge 4:e ·gFe,~ttg E-FBi'>fi eF ,ic'efrnF<:-1 by deer 
et-~ fJc'0Tee1'e;,l fl:tttrna..J.e HF lJtt=d5 4atl- wt#ttfl- ;3" {-1-tl')'fi fl;f!.e-r he cl-i-::·,eff'<~'T""' 
5ttffi dtH'Ritge +,, bei-H-g ,Jette ·Fei~er-i' t+i-e ,s.a,rne HT -w~g +a t+i-e €-em-fflffl­
,si-{_,,,:teP .+F ~ ~ r-lct)*Y ,i.,,.1-ftrrc-1 -fi.-sh tcttd gume 'l'WeFElett ffi '!'l~e d~Fte-f 

.;,Htl- en:-,p ef' 0-¥€-frfrFd i-.,; hctrrg Jfl:n-Ht-ger-1-. 
Atty t)et'-se* ·w+rB .,.;.i+#t'±'S 'Jl¥<""1peF4:y -c.J.tHt1frge GftttfieE1 b-y- d-eer ffl' -m~e, 

e#!-01' ~a-tt Elttmfl,;"-;e 4:{-,, ~ni.4ec-l· aaep5 ;c,,.F ,*4aior-l-;,, fiftfl;l-1 '\-~ +2 +,,ettf'-9 

~erea#er ffJ~eF-f ~ fifl;ffl-C ffi ~g +a #,.e €e-l'fl-missiotter ffl' -f6 -H,-e 
Eleptt-f-y -ti-1-ltl:ftr± ·fi4 fl±TEl gmne 'l'\"ur+kfl- ffi ~ d~-r-t€-t -s-a+El Elnmug-e ee­
€-ttr-Fed. ~tJ€i-l- ~f-u-e+ery t>f'€-e} ef the Ek,muge fl;fl-Ef ex-i'ettt -Hte-Feef, 4-fte 
5i±me fifnl.-l+ be j:1·&t4 -a-& i-ft 4:fte ea,~ ef ·El+1:mtrg-e ~ -g=r-ewfflg er-e-pe. ±2ffl¥i-de4, 
fteW€¥ff, -H,-a,4, fie clftffifl;g:'€ 5*8.-lJ ·Be r)tlffi t.f !mtEt r-l"trillflcg-e ~ fte,f ff[l0i4e4 ftfi 

reE[tttretl fl:-Beve. 

No claims for damage by wild animals shall be paid by the inland fish 
and game department except, that damage to growing crops or orchards by 
deer occurring on, or within, 2 miles of any game preserve may be paid 
by the commissioner provided said damage is reported by the owner of said 
growing crops or orchard in writing to the commissioner or to a warden in 
whose district said crops or orchard is located within 36 hours.' 




